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TRANSLATOR's 
PREFACE. 


T HE Publication of the preſent work has been 
- attended with circumſtances unuſually intereſting, 
and has thrown an entirely new light on the hif- 
tory of European literature. The deſign of Mr. 
L. Grand, in collecting and trauſlating from the 
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1 
old manuſeripts the tales of which theſe volumes . 


are compoſed, ſeems to have been no leſs the in- 


veſtigation of truth, than an ardent zeal for the 
reputation of his country. With indefatigable al- 


ſiduity, and the ſcience of an ingenious antiquary, 
he has removed the rubbiſh of ſeven centuries, 


and diſcovered the boundaries of literary property, 


between different kingdoms, and between differ- 


ent provinces of the ſame kingdom, to have been 


far otherwiſe traced, than has of late been gener- 
ally imagined, He has detected the incroachments 


of other nations, particularly of the Italians, on. 


his own; and he has wreſted the ſtolen trophies: 
from the brows of their fabuliſts, and has replaced 
them on the heads of his own countrymen. At 
the ſame time, he has conteſted, and to all appear- _ 


ance confuted, the claim of priority made by one 


part of his nation over the other, by the Southern, 


over the Northern provinces of France. 


This having been Mr. * Grand' EY 
intention in the publication from which theſe fy 


Tales. are taken ; his Work i is elaborate and vo- 


| luminous, and by far the moſt conliderable part | 


of 


( vi ) . 
of it is more adapted to the Antiquary or the 
Hiſtorian, than to general readers. He has il- 
luſtrated his ſubject with very long notes, deſcrip- 
tive of the cuſtoms and manners of the age in 
which the ſtories were compoſed, and has added a 
; particular account of every imitation or extract 
that have been given of theſe Tales by Boccace, 


La Fantaine, Lalertz and various other Novel- 
| liſts. | 


A tranflation of the whole work would not be 
likely to meet with encouragement in this Coun- 
try. We have not in this inftance, the eſprit de 
nation to reconcile us to the publication of a long, 
an inſipid, or a filly tale, merely becauſe it is origi- | 
nal, It appeared to the tranſlator, that an 
| entertaining Volume might be extracted from 
Mr. Le Grand's work : this was his ſole object; 
an harmleſs, if not an uſeful one: and he hopes 5 


that he has luffciently attained it, | 


Tt ſhould be obſerved, that the Trandiaier has 
given to the Stories, contained in this book, the 
title of Norman Tales. Mr. Le Grand calls 


| them. Fabliaux ; x. and in a former edition they 
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were entitled Tales of the 12th and 13th Centu- 
ries. It being now aſcertained, that they are the 


real originals ; and that, whatever reſemblances | 
may be extant of them, in the Novels of Boccace 


or Sanſovino, in the Arabian Nights Entertain- 


ments, or any other books of that nature, | they 


are the genuine inventions of the French Min- 
ſtrels who flouriſhed for the moſt part in Nor- 


mandy and the Northern provinces of France, it : 
| 3 £ "x 
was thought better to give them a ſimple appella- 


tion, expreſſive of their origin, than one that, 


without any reference to the authors or to the 


place that gave them birth, merely denoted the 
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AN HEROIC TALE. 


KING ARTH UR, according to annual cuſ- 
tom, held during the Whitſuntide holidays, a full 
court at Carduel. The liberality of the ſovereign 
was no leſs conſpicuous than the magnificence 
of the ceremony on this occaſion. With a pro- 
fuſe hand he diſtributed preſents among his faith- 
ful knights and adherents. One alone was denied 
any participation of the royal bounty: LAN- 
VAI, a Breton knight, had long ſerved his 


8 prince with zeal and fidelity; but nevertheleſs 


nad the misfortune to find his ſervices over- 
looked, and in a manner forgotten. LANVAL, 
A was 


(37 
was of royal deſcent ; and England did not boaſt 
a knight of ſuperior proweſs, or a more comely 
perſon. But neither aſking nor receiving penſion 
or gratuity from the ſovereign, his ſubſiſtence 


gradually diminiſhed, and his reſources became 


at length ſo entirely exhauſted, that his neceſſities 


drove him to ſeek for an aſylum at a diſtance 


from the court. 
He departed then without communicating his 
deſign to any one, and took his courſe as chance 


directed him. The day was already more than 


half ſpent, when he found himſelf in a meadow, 


watered by a ſmall river. Here he diſmounted 
from his horſe, and leaving him to range the 
paſture, reclined upon the verdant brink, watched 
the flow progreſs of the ſtream, and muſed in 
filent grief on his misfortunes. 

A ſudden noiſe ſoon awaked the knight from 
his reverie, when turning his head, he perceived 


two beautiful damſels elegantly attired ; after a 
_ gracious ſalute, they invited him in the name of 
their miſtreſs, into a tent which ſhe had prepared 


not far diſtant, LANV AL, in aſtoniſhment and 


_ rapture, ſtarted up and followed the ladies, with- 
out thinking of _his charger. He ſoon came to 


a filken pavilion, decorated at the top with a gol. 


den eagle, within which he diſcovered on a 
magnificent couch, the ol accompliſhed female 


de, 
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beauty, that had ever preſented itſelf to human 
eyes. A mantle bordered with ermine, and 
dyed with Alexandrian purple, covered the 
ſhoulders of the lady. The warmth of the 
weather had obliged her to throw it ſomewhat 
aſide ; and the raviſhed eyes of the knight, 
_ through this opening, perceived a ſkin whiter 
than the ermine that touched it, 

The knight continued for ſome time incapa- 
ble of ſpeech or motion. The lady called to 
him: <LaNnvarL,” faid ſhe, « it is you that I 
have been in ſearch of here; you have pleaſed 
me; I have conceived an affection for you, and 
will ſoon give you ſuch an inſtance of it, as ſhall 
cauſe AR T H v R, by whom you have been neg- 


llected, and all the ſovereigns of the earth, to V 


your lot.“ 

This tender declaration, like a ſpark of fire, 
kindled the paſſions of the knight, and converted 
his aſtoniſhment into love and admiration. He 
| anſwered the lady with an atſurance of his ex- 
treme joy at having obtained her eſteem, and of 
his readineſs to exerciſe the utmoſt efforts of his 
valour in her ſervice. 

The damſels then entered with a rich and 
ſumptuous habit for the knight. A delicious re- 
paſt was ſerved up; after which the fairy indulged 
hes lover in the full accompliſhment of his 

A 2 wines. 
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. 
wiſhes. He would fain have continued in this 
delightful retirement; but when night approach- 


ec, the lady addreſſed him in this manner; I 


cannot ſuffer you to remain any longer here; 
ariſe, return to your court, and diſplay there a 
magnificence worthy of me and yourſelf. What- 


ever expences you may incur, gold fhall not be 


wanting to defray them. Whenever you wiſh for 
my company (and I hope it will never be in an 
improper place) 1 permit you to call on me, and 

I ſhall inſtantly preſent myſelf before your eyes, 


inviſihle to all others; but beware that none 


ſuſpect your happineſs, I require the moſt in- 


violable ſecrecy, and I give you notice, that from 
the moment. you tranſgreſs it, you loſe my friend- 
_ ſhip, and will never ſee me more.” On this the 


embraced him, and took her leave. His horſe 


awaited him at the entrance of the pavilion ; and 
he departed in ſuck aſtoniſhment at his adven- 
ture, as to look back frequently with ſolicitude, 
to convince himſelf that all had not been illuſion. 


On his return to Carduel, he loaded with pre- 


ſents all who had ſerved him, redeemed priſo- 
ners, equipped and ſupplied the wants of poor 
knights, maintained minſtrels, made preſents to | 
cruſaders and pilgrims ; yet his purſe ſuffered no 
_ diminution. But what was {till more gratifying 
to bim, whenever love incited, whether by night 


or 


— 


{$7 
or day, he gave the ſignal to the fairy, who | in- 
ſtantly appeared at his ſummons. ee 
But this happineſs was not to laſt for ever. At 
the feſtival of St. John, a great number of knights 
aſſembled at the caſtle. After ſupper they de- 
ſcended into the court- yard to walk. Ihe Queen, 
who had a ſecret paſſion for LAN VA I., and 
who had perceived him among the knights, from 
the windows of her tower, propoſed that the 
ladies ſhould without ceremony deſcend like wiſe. 
The two companies joined; they paired for dan- 
__ erg toyed, and gave themſelves up to mirth and 
85 . F 
LANVAI alone was a not beigh able 
to baniſh the recollection of his miſtreſs, and 
| longed to make his eſcape to her. The Queen, 
who had often wiſhed to find him alone, ſeized 
the preſent opportunity, and calling him to 
her, addrefſed him as follws: „ LAN VAL, I 
have always entertained an eſteem for you, and 
it is your own fault, if I do not make you a 
ſurrender of my heart; tell me, would it not be 
acceptable to you ?” The knight's affe ions 
were already pledged; and even, were they not, 
he had too much loyalty to think of an injury 
towards his Sovereign. He heſitated-he de- 
murred-at length, after ſome tender ſolicitations, 
the n became enraged at his colincls, and 
PE A : caſt 
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1 caſt out ſuch bitter invectives againſt him, that 
1 he was provoked to acknowledge he had a miſ- 
1 treſs— that his miſtreſs was ſo pre-eminent in 
It beauty, as to be above all competition, and that 
1 even one of her female attendants far exceeded 
| her Majeſty in charms. 
| | This provoking anſwer worked up the 
1 Queen's indignation to fury. She retired to her 
fit chamber, and declared ſhe would not leave her 
Wit! couch, till the King afforded her vengeance on 
Mi LANVAL. ARTHUR was then engaged 
in the chace. On his return at night, the Queen 
threw herſelf at his feet, and implored ſatisfac- 
tion of an inſolent vaſſal, who had not only had 
the effrontery to offer her his addrefſes, but had, 
on her refuſal, dared to inſult her, and to avow 
that he had a miſtreſs, whoſe attendants were to 
be preferred to her. Seduced by the tears of his 
conſort, AR T H u R reſolved on the deſtruction of 
Lanvar, and ſent three of his nr barons. 
to arreſt him. 
LN VAI. had left the caſtle full ft appre- 
henſion. Though he had not named his miſtreſs 
to the Queen, he had yet ſpoken of his happineſs, 
and dreaded the reſentment of the fairy. Scarcely 
had he got home, before he gave the accuſtomed 
5 ſignal; but on this occaſion it was not anſwered. 
It was in vain that he poured forth lamentations 
and 


15 

and ſighs, curſed his indiſcretion, and ſued for 
pardon : his vows were uttered to the wind! 
'The barons found him in this melancholy ſitua- 
tion, when they brought him the royal mandate 
to appear at court in his defence. With deſpair 
at heart, and little ſolicitude concerning a life 
that was now become odious, he followed them 
to the caſtle. 

Immediately on his appearance, the King began 
to reproach him in the moſt pointed terms. 
LANVAI, full of ſurprize, made ſolemn pro- 

teſtations of his innocence, reſpecting any at- 
tempt to ſeduce the honour of the Queen, but 
acknowledged the petulant expreſſion that had 
eſcaped him in his anger, and ſubmitted himſelf 
to the judgment of the court. In conſequence, 
the proper number of judges were choſen among 

his peers, 
The day fixed for the trial bales arrived, the 
| barons aſſembled, and AR T H u R himſelf preſided 
at the board. Animated by the Queen, who was 
_ preſent, he ſtrove to infuſe the fame ſpirit into the 
judges. The accuſed knight was interrogated, 
and was commanded to retire, that the bench might 
proceed to judgment. But theſe brave warriors 
felt a repugnance to condemn to death a knight 
without blemiſh, a youth of ſo much comelineſs 
and promiſe, far removed from his native country, 7 
A 4 and 
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and without ſupport or connection in a ſtrange 
court, Several were for impriſonment : and one 
of them, in hopes of ſaving the culprit, having pro- 
poſed that he ſhould produce his miſtreſs, in or- 


der that, after compariſon, they might determine 


whether he was juſt in preferring her to the 


Queen; this opinion was unanimouſly adopted. 


Unfortunately it was no longer in his power to 
fee her: and this laſt expedient only ſerved to 
convince him, that he was now deprived of every 
reſource. | | 
They were proceeding to judgment, on La N 
VAL's declining the award, when ſuddenly two 


| damſels mounted on grey palfreys appeared be- 


fore them, of ſuch extraordinary beauty, that the 

barons concluded one of them to be the much 
boaſted miſtreſs of LAN VAL. They were pre- 
ſented to the King, and announced to him the ar- 


rival of their miſtreſs. An inſtant afterwards two 


others appeared, of majeſtic ſtature, and ſtill more 
beautiful than the former. They were very ſu- 


perbly dreſſed, and mounted upon Spaniſh mules. 


The Monarch went himſelf to conduct them, and 
returned quickly to expedite judgment, leſt the 
knight Hould eſcape his vengeance. 

But loud ſhouts of joy and acclamations from 
without, again ſtopped the proceedings of the 


| jugges. 1 A hey goed: out, and, faw approaching, 5 
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upon a horſe whiter than ſnow, a lady of ſuper- 
natural beauty. Men and women, knights and 
commonalty, all in ſhort who inhabited the envi- 

rons of the caſtle, ran to attend her in her progreſs, 
and nothing could be heard around her, but a con- 
fuſed murmur of admiration and applauſe, 

"The friends of LAN V A L, doubting not but 
that was the lady, from whom alone he was to ex- 
pect relief, came in haſte to announce the fortunate 
arrival. Seated apart, a prey to anguiſh and ſor- 
| rowful reflections, he waited the ſtroke of death 
with reſignation, as he had loſt all that could ren- 
der life ſupportable. At the diſcourſe of his 
friends, he razſed up his eyes, and cried, «it is ſhe! 


I die happy, ſince I have once more beheld her!“ 
Ihe Sovereign, with all his court, aroſe to re- 


ceive the lady. She entered the palace, ſaluted 

the aſſembly, and ſpoke in the following manner: 
King, and you, O barons, liſten to me! AR 
THUR, I have loved one of your knights, on 
whom have been obliged to confer the reward, | 
that ſhould have proceeded from you. He was 
guilty of an act of diſobedience, and I was in- 
clined to puniſh him, by leaving him for a time 
on the brink of death; but I am now come to 

extricate him from it, in return for his fidelity. 
Barons, you required my preſence to condemn, | 
or abſolve him; here I am! now compare, and 
4 5 A 5 5 give 
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give judgment. They all exclaimed that LAN- 
VAL was in the right, and with an unanimous 
voice acquitted him. The fairy then departed 
with her damſels. The knight mounting on 
ſome marble ſteps, that were placed at the gate 
of the caſtle, vaulted upon the fairy's horſe as 
ſhe paſſed, and went along with her. | 
The Bretons give out that ſhe conducted him 
to a charming iſland, named Avalon, where their 
love was crowned with happinefs. It is certain at 
leaft, that he has never ſince been heard of. 
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THE PEDLAR, A COMIC STORY, 
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A RICH baron, of very extenſive poſſeſſions, 
had throughout his territories eſtabliſhed fo ſtrict 
5 a police, that rogues and thieves durſt not maxe 
| their appearance in them, but had through his 
ſeverity been driven to commit their depredations 
in other quarters. 
On a certain day he gave public notice of a 
new fair. Conſiderable merchants accordingly 
brought their carriages loaded with goods from 
the adjacent towns, and among them a dealer in 
ſmall wares appeared, whoſe parcel, being rather 
too heavy for his own ſhoulders, was borne by a 
pack-horſe. When he came to unload, and diſ- 
play his effects for ſale, he found his horſe an in- 
cumbrance. He could not afford his ſubſiſtence 
at the livery ſtables, and to let him graze at ran- 
dom in the meadows, would be at the riſk of 
loſing him. A merchant, who was ſtanding by, 
ſoon relieved the pedlar from his embarraſſment, 
Follow my example,” ſaid he, “ go and put 
your beaſt under the protection of the baron, 
and then you may fleep in quiet. You will no 


where had ſuch protection and ſecurity as here. 
A 6 Should 
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Should any man be daring enough to Real the 
horſe, he would inevitably be brought to the gal- 
lows ; and | you would have beſide full coinpenſa- 
tion for the loſs.” 8 
The pedlar derived comfort from this aſlirancd: 
He went and took his horſe to the field: but 
whether he miſunderſtood the merchant, for he 
was a man of great ſimplicity and ignorance, or 
thought two protectors better than one; he be- 
gan to mutter a few ejaculations and prayers, to 
recommend the preſervation of his animal to God, 
as well as to the baron, imploring that it might 
be their joint care not to ſuffer him to leave the 
meadow. | 
As it happened, he had no ende to complain 
: that his prayer was neglected; for the horſe. 
never left the paſture : but in the night a wild 
beaſt broke in, devoured the animal, and made fo 
complete a meal of him, that when the pedlar 
returned to fetch him away, he could find nothing 
but the bones. This accident was likely to be 
his ruin; for no longer able to purſue his buſi- 
neſs at the fairs, he could exiſt no other way 
than by begging. In this deſpair he almoſt en- 
vied the lot of the robbers, who had been hanged 
up by the baron. Recollecting at laſt, what 
che merchant had ſaid of this lord's humanity | 
and 
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and juſtice, he went to lay the misfortune before 

him, and to endeavour to move his compaſſion. 
He preſented himſelf then in tears before the 
baron: © Sire,” cried he, © may Heaven avert 
from you the misfortune that I have undergone.” 
The baron was affected at this complaint. 
« Friend,” ſaid he, „I wiſh it were in my 
power to alleviate your unhappineſs. What is the 
cauſe of your grief?” „ Ah! Sire, I had a 
| horſe that conſtituted my whole property. I 
was informed on my arrival here, that if I com- 
mended it to your care, I need be under no ſoli- 
_ citude, for that you would ſecure me from any 
loſs by it. 1 accordingly put it into your mea- 
dow, commending it to God's protection, and to 
yours ; and, alas! a ſavage animal has devoured 
it. I am now ruined without reſource, unleſs 
you will have compaſſion on me.“ „ Well, 
well, that is but a trifling miſhap,” ſaid the 
baron, ſmiling z „ ſo ſmall a matter, my good 
friend, ſhould not give you ſo much uneaſineſs. 
What was the price of your horſe ??? « By my 
hopes of heaven, Sire, and the faith you owe 
your miſtreſs, I valued it at fixty pence.” 
„Well,“ ſaid the baron, “ there are thirty. If 
you had placed it ſolely under my protection, I 
ſhould have held —— bound to pay the whole 
5 ſum 3 
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ſum; but as you have alſo called upon that of 
God, it is but juſt that he ſhould come in for his 
half of the damages, and I adviſe you, without 
delay, to go and make your claim.“ 
'The pedlar thought the obſervation but too 

well founded, and was out of humour with himſelf, 
for not having put his horſe entirely under the 
protection of the baron. The thirty-pence af- 
forded him, however, ſome conſolation. He 
then loaded his pack, and purſued his journey, ſtill 


diſſatisfied, and regretting that he could not 


deviſe means to recover the remainder of his 
loſſes. 
Intent on theſe reſtections he. met a monk, 


: mounted on a handſome gelding. He walked ; 


directly up to him, ſtopped him, and aſked to 
whom he belonged. © I ama ſervant of God,” 
replied the gentleman of the cowl. “ Ho! ho! 
| brother, you are welcome; ſince you are a ſer- 
vant of God, I muſt inform you that he owes me 
thirty-pence, and beg that you will <iCharge the 
debt for your maſter, and that immediately.” In 
faying this, he ſeized on the monk's cloak, and 
ſtripped him of it. The monk, who found that 
he was over-matched, cried out againſt the injuſ- 
tice of this procedure, and claiming the privilege 


of his profeſſion, propoſed a their diſpute 


ſhould 
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fhould be referred to the deciſion of the lord 
paramount. The pedlar agreed to this propoſal; 
and they made their way together to the caſtle. 
Sire,“ ſaid the ſhorn votary of the cloiſter, 
« I am come to complain of an offence committed 
in your territories, and to demand juſtice on this 
- villain z who has not only dared to lay violent 
hands on a prieſt, but under I know not what 
pretence, that God owes him thirty-pence, in- 
ſiſts on payment from me, and to enforce it, has 
ſeized upon my mantle. I requeſt that he may 
be ordered to return it, and that he may be pu- 
niſhed for his audacity.” © Sire,“ retorted the 
pedlar, © this man though he calls himſelf a 
prieſt, has neither honeſty nor truth in him. He 
here calls upon you to puruſh me; and but juſt 


now, on the highway, he agreed that we ſhould 


repair to you as arbitrator between us.“ 

This laſt expreſſion irritated the raonk, who 
inſiſted that none but God had a right to judge 
him. © Since that is the caſe,” ſaid tne baron in 
a jocular manner, „ if you will have no other 
judge but God, go and lay your ſuit before him : 
I cannot preſume to meddle in it. Meanwhile, 
I would adviſe you to pay this man, who ſeems 
to be a robuſt determined fellow, the money he 
demands of you; not forgetting that it will here- 
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after be in your power to have recourſe for a 
compenſation to your maſter.” The monk 
could make no further plea, but paid. the thirty- 
pence to the pedlar : whether he afterwards made 


it good out of his maſter” s effects, it is not ſo 5 
clearly mem 
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THE 


THE KNIGHT AND THE TRAP 
DOOR, 


Ix former times, a gentleman of ſome diſtinc- 


tion, of the kingdom of Montbergier, a knight 
and noted for his feats of valour, had, in his 
ſleep, a very ſingular dream. He fancied that 
he faw a lady of extraordinary beauty, and con- 
ceived a ſudden paſſion for her. He knew no- 
thing either of her name or country; but her 
perſon and her features had ſtruck him ſo for- 


cibly, and were ſo ſtrongly imprinted on his me- 
mory, that he had no doubt of recognizing her g 


in any part of the world. 00 
By a fatality no leſs fingular the lady dreamt 


that love had united her affections with thoſe of 
a knight, whoſe name ſhe knew not, but whoſe 
figure was ſo ſtrongly engraved in her boſom, 


that change or time could not efface it. 


It certainly does not appear to be the act of a 
very wiſe or prudent man, to go upon an enter=- . 
prize in conſequence of a dream. Yet it is what 
our knight reſolved to do. In order to meet the 
accompliſhment of his adventure, he prepared an 
equipage, loaded a war-horſe with gold and filyer, 
and d began his journey. Several months elapſed, 


while 


1 


while he was beating about the country ineffec- 


tually, without any check to his hopes, or any 


abatement to his ardour. At length he diſco- 


vered near, the ſea coaſt, a caſtle, ſurrounded with 


ramparts recently conſtructed, with a tower of 


prodigious ſtrength, of which the walls were 


thirty feet thick, and about a bow ſhot in 


heighth. The lord of the manſion was a rich 
and powerful duke, jealous of a beautiful woman, 
whom he kept contined in this fortreſs, ſecured 


by eighteen doors with iron bars, and locks of 


vaſt ftrength and intricacy. He committed the 
care of the gates to no deputy, but ſhut and 
opened them himſelf, He always carried the 

keys about him, and would not entruſt them. to 


any living being. 


On his entrance into the town, the knight 


caſt his eyes accidentally upon the tower, and 


perceived at one of the windows a face that he 


recollected ; it was the lady of his dream, her 


whom he ſought with ſo much anxiety, and whom 


he had loved before he ſaw her. She alſo had 


deſcried him at a coniiderable diſtance, and knew 
his perſon. So eager was ſhe on the diſcovery, 
that nothing but the fear of her jealous huſpand 


prevented her from calling to him aloud ; re- 


ſtraining, however, the impetuoſity of her paſſion, 


5 the went no further than to ling a love ſong, that 


| might 
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might give the traveller an intimation of her 
emotions at ſeeing him. 

The knight, although impatient to reply, that 
he might not ruin his project, appeaged as if he 
heard nothing. He inſtantly repaired to the 
caſtle, preſented himſelf to the lord, and begged 
that he miglit be employed in his ſervice, giving 
himſelf out for a gentleman who had killed a 
knight in a tournament, and was by a proſecution 
from the relations of the deceaſed, obliged to quit 
his native country, « You are welcome,” ſaid the 
duke; ] am at this moment at war with enemies 
who are committing depredations on my fron- 
tiers: you may be uſeful to me, and . 

. the offer of your ſervices.“ 
The very next day, the knight had occaſion to 
| exerciſe his valour. His arm, ſtrung by love, 
performed wonders, In leſs than three months 
the enemies of the duke were either killed, diſ- 
perſed or made priſoners, the country reſcued, 
and the roads free. The conqueror, in recom- 
penſe, was made on his return the duke's cham. 
| berlain ; and then he,thought ſeriouſly of putting 
into execution the project which his paſſion had 
ſuggeſted to carry him into the preſence of the 
ducheſs. 

Under ſome plauſible pretent he perſuaded the 
duke to make him the grant of a piece of ground 


( 20 ) 


in the court-yard, with permiſſion to build a ſmalt - 


lodge upon his own plan. This he obtained 
without difficulty. He cauſed then to be erected 
at a little diſtance from the tower, but not ſo 
near as to excite jealouſy in the duke, a ſmall 
houſe with a drain and back door. When all the 
walls were hnithed and the roof covered, he ſe- 


duced the architect by a bribe, and prevailed 
upon him to make a ſubterraneous paſlage to 
communicate with the tower. When he had 


penetrated to the floor, he contrived a trap-door, 


which was conſtructed with ſo much art, and ſhut ſo 


cloſely, that the keeneſt eye could not diſcern it. 


He found no difficulty after that to make his 
way into the tower, to ſee nis lady, and to attain 


the ſummit of his wiſhes, On his leaving the 
tower ſhe gave him as a pledge for her fidelity, a 


very valuable ring, with which the-duke had pre- 


fented her. The knight, who had projected ano- 
ther plot, no ſooner was in the preſence of the 
huſband, than he endeavoured by every means to 


diſplay the new acquiſition upon his finger. The 


jealous duke changed colour at the fight, He 
nevertheleſs had prudence enough not to drop a 
hint of his ſuſpicions to the chamber'ain : but 
went immediately to the tower, in order to in- 
terrogate the duchefs. 


The lover ee this; flew immediately to 


his 
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his ſubterraneous paſſage, and while the ther 


was opening and ſhutting with great preciſion 
the eighteen gates, he had time to enter into the 
tower aan ob his trap-door and to replace the 
ring. 

The huſband's firſt demand was to ſee his ring. 


At this requiſition, the ducheſs at firſt affected 
infinite ſurprize. But when the duke inſiſted on 


ſeeing it, and accompanied his command with 
| oaths and menaces, the lady, without ſaying ano- 
ther word, or appearing anxious to know the mo- 
tive for his curioſity, opened the box, in which 


| ſhe had juſt before laid up the ring, and preſented | 


it to him. That was enough to reſtore her to 
his confidence, and to baniſh his ſuſpicion upon 


that head. He concluded that the chamberlain 


had got a ring that much reſembled hers, and 
went to reſt in perfect tranquility of mind. 


On the following day he took it into his head 


to hunt in the foreſt, and deſired the chamberlain 


do be in readineſs to attend him. © Sire,” 


found means to compound with my proſecutors ; 


and this intelligence, which ſhe has brought me 
in perſon, obliges me to quit your ſervice, and to 
leave the caſtle to-morrow... But, ſire, ſhe is de- 


ſirous : 


ſwered the knight, © have the goodneſs to diſpenſe 
with my attendance to day. My miſtreſs is this 
inſtant arrived. During my abſence ſhe has 


« 
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firous to make her acknowledgments for your 


bounty. to me; and begs that you will-ſup with 


her to-night, on your return from the chace.“ 
The duke aſſented. Now this was a trick, 
which the two lovers had concerted ; and the 
pretended miſtreſs, with whom the duke was to 
ſup, was no other than the ducheſs herſelf. 


In the evening ſhe paſſed through the trap= 
door into the chamberlain's lodge. There ſhe 


found a rich dreſs, which he had provided to diſ- 
guiſe her a little. 


The duke, on entering with kis attendants, 
faw a lady of extreme beauty, and dreſſed with 
uncommon ſplendour, The knight taking her 


by the hand and preſenting her, faid, “ Sire, 


receive my miſtreſs, the ſole object of my love, 
and one whom I hope (> on to call my wife.“ 
Scarcely had the duke caſt his eyes upon her face, 
but he thought he recognized his lady's features, 


and was thrown into the utmoſt conſternation. 
The lady, without appearing to perceive it, took 
her feat at the table. She then deſired the 
duke to fit down by her, an! preſſed him to eat; 
but he could not ſwallow a morſel. A thou- 
fand confuſed ideas floated in his brain. During 
the whole time of ſupper, he had his eyes fixed 
on her like one enchanted, and wondered, how 
it could be poſſible for his conſort to eſcape out 
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of a tower ſo Rong, ſo. high and fo well ſe- 
cured, 

On riſing from the table, he retited again to 
ſatisfy his ſuſpicions. The ducheſs, at the ſame 
time, threw off haſtily her rich dreſs; and paſ- 
ſing through the trap-door, got to her apart- 
ment in the tower, where ſhe placed herſelf vn 
bed, and pretended to be in a profound ſleep. The 
duke was very agreeably ſurprized, after having 
opened and examined all his doors, to find the 
ducheſs in bed. He thought of this affair, juſt 
as he did of the former, conſidering that it was 
as likely for two women, as for two rings, to bear 

a cloſe reſemblance to each other. This reflec- 
tion reſtored his peace of mind. He alſo then 
lay down, and paſſed the night with the ducheſs, 


| little imagining that this was to be the laſt! 


The knight had before-hand made all neceſſary 
preparation for his departure. A veſſel, private- 


; ly equipped, attended in the harbour. The 


wind was favourable, and every thing ſeconded 
his deſigns. 

Early the next morning, our lover came to 
take his leave of the duke, juſt as he was going 
to matins, and reſpectfully atked of him a parting 
 favour—tiat of being a witneſs to his marriage. 
My bride,” ſaid he, “ requires your approba- 
tion of our union, and I myſelf wiſh to receive 
my happineſs from your hands.” The duke hav- 

ing 


tim) 


| ing ſignified his readineſs to comply with this 


requeſt, the knight haſtened to conduct the du- 
cheſs, who waited for him at the lodge. She came 
covered with a hood, and in as cloſe a diſguiſe as 
poſſible. T'wo knights attended her to the church, 
when the duke, fully cured of his ſuſpicions, pre- 
ſented her in marriage to. the chamberlain. From 
the church the newly married couple repaired to 
the veſſel, in which they were to take their de- 
parture. The duke with all his attendants in- 


ſiſted on accompauying them himſelf, He gave 


his hand to help the bride upon deck, and rallying 
her on the joy that was perceptible in her counte- 
nance, bade her adieu with good humoured gal- 
lantry. But this pleaſantry did not laſt long. For 
returning to the tower, he ſoon diſcovered who the 
lady was that he had given away in marriage, and 


who ſhewed ſuch alacrity at her departure. She 


was gone; and all that remained for him, was the 


thame and vexation of waving been duped ſo egre- 


Ou. 
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"THE CHILD MELTED BY THY 
SU Ks | 


AN active and induſtrious Merchant had ec- 
caſion often to be abroad for a conſiderable time 
together, in the purſuit of his traffic. During 
one of his voyages, which laſted for more than 
two years, it happened that his wife became 
enamoured of a young neighbour. Love, which 
is reſtrained with difficulty, ſoon brought them 
together; but they managed their affairs in fa 
bungling a manner, that, at the expiration of 
about nine months, the merchant's wife found E 
herſelf for the firſt time a mother. 
Ihe huſband, on his return, was greatly ſur- 
prized to find this acquiſition to his family, and 
aſked his wife to what accident they were in- 
| debted for it. © Sir,” ſaid ſhe, “I happened one 
day to be reclining above ſtairs at the window, 
and giving vent to my grief for your abſence, 
It was in the winter ſeaſon, and there was at the. 
time a heavy fall of ſnow. As I caſt up my 
ſtreaming eyes to heaven, and heaved a fi gh on 
thinking of you, a flake of ſnow accidentally 
made its way into my mouth, and I immediately 
found that I had conceived this child whom you 
VVVß 8 no- 
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now ſee. The merchant, on hearing this ſtory, 
did not betray the leaſt ſymptoms of diſcontent or 
ill humour. © Thanks be to God,” ſaid he; „1 
wiſhed: for an heir, and he has ſent me one: I 
am ſatisfied, and thankful for his bounty.” He, 
indeed, thenceforward affected the moſt entire 
ſatisfaction, never offered the leaſt reproach to 
his wife, but lived in the ſame good underſtanding 
with her as before. Nevertheleſs this was all 
diſſimulation—he had formed inwardly a reſolu- 

tion to be one day or another amply revenged. 
Ihe child, however, grew up, and had attained 
the age of fifteen, when the merchant, wio was ſtill 
occupied with his projectof revenge, at laſt thought 
ſeriouſly of putting it into execution. “ Wife,“ 
ſaid he one day, “you muſt not be afflicted, if 
I once more take my leave of you for a time. 
I am going upon a long journey to-morrow ; and 
I deſire you will get ready my baggage, and that 
of my ſon : for I mean to take him with me, that 
he may acquire ſome knowledge of trade while he 
is young.” Mas!“ replicd the mother, „I am 
much grieved to hear that you are going to take 
him abroad ſo ſoon ; but ſince it is for your ſatis- 
faction and his advantage, I ſubmit. God be 
with you both, and bring you back in ſafety.” 
| Matters being thus arranged, the merchant ſet off 
T2 IN carly 
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early the next morning, and took the _ 
ſnow along with him. 

It is needleſs to give the ede of thi 
journey, or an account of the countries through 
which he paſſed, It is enough to mention; that 
on his arrival at Genoa, he found a Saraeen mer- 
chant bound for Alexandria, to whom he ſold the 
boy as a ſlave. Afterwards having ſettled his own 
affairs at his leiſure, he returned home. | 

The imagination of an hundred poets com- 
| bined would not give you an adequate deſcription 
of the diſtraction of the mother, when ſhe ſaw the 
merchant return without her ſon. She tore her 
hair and fell into a fit of phrenzy. At length, 


having recovered herſelf, ſhe conjured her huſband | 


to tell her without reſerve what had happened to 
the youth. The huſband expected all this uproar : 
and therefore was not puzzled for an anfwer, . 
« Wife,” ſaid he, „one cannot arrive to my age, 
without having had experience enough in the 
world, to know the neceſſity of reconciling one's 
ſelf to whatever may happen. For what do we 
gain by giving way to our aMicfons ? liſten with 
fortitude to the misfortune that happened to us in 
the country whence I come, Your ſon and my- 
ſelf were, on a very ſultry day, climbing up a ſteep 
and lofty mountain. It was about noon ; the. fun 
B * | was 
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was vertical over our heads, and burned like fire; 
When, behold, on a ſudden your ſon began to 
diſſolve, and melted before my eyes! I would have 


offered him aſſiſtance, but knew that it would be 


vain; for I recollected that you told me he ſprung 
out of a flake of ſnow.” He | 

The wife knew perfectly well the merchant's 
meaning. She durſt not, however break out; 
but was obliged to ſwallow the liquor that ſhe 
had brewed. 
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THE THREE HUNCH- BACKED | 
MINSTRELS. | 


- Ar Douay lived a burgeſs, eficemed for his 
prudence and his probity throughout the town, 
Unfortunately for him, he was not in very af- 
fluent circumſtances 5 but he had a daughter, 


whoſe beauty and accompliſhments made him 


forget the ſcantineſs of his fortune. 

On the banks of a river, and at a ſmall diſtance 
"Gout the town, there ſtood a caſtle ; at the foot 
of which, was a bridge acroſs the river. The 
owner of this caſtle was a hump-backed object of 
_ deformity. Nature had exhauſted her ingenuity 
in the formation of his whimſical figure. She 
had provided this baboon, in lieu of ſenſe, with a 
monſtrous large head, which was in a manner 

loſt between two high ſhoulders, and covered with 
a prodigious quantity of thick hair. His neck 
was ſhort, and his face fo ſhockingly deformed, 
as almoſt to terrify the beholder, 

Such was the picture of the Caſtellan; who 
notwithſtanding all his uglineſs took it into his 
head to be enamoured of the burgeſs's beautiful 

daughter. He went ſtill farther. He even ven- 
tured to demand her i in marriage 3 ; and as he was 


. the 


\..-0 
the | richeſt man in the diſtrict (for he had em- 


ployed his whole life in amaffing wealth) the 
poor girl was delivered up to him. Buf'this ac- 


quiſition did not add to his happineſs. Full of 


jealouſy, from a conſciouſneſs of his perfonal de- 
fects, he had no reſt or tranquility of mind either 
by day or night. He was perpetually going 


backward and forward, prying and watching in 


every corner, and never ſuffering any one to 


come within the doors, except ſuch as 'brought 


ſomething that was wanted in the houſe. 

One of the Chriſtmas holidays, as he was thus 
ſtanding centry at his gate, he was accofted by 
three hunch-backed minſtrels. Theſe men had 


made a party together on purpoſe to amuſe them- 


ſelves at the expence of their rich brother in de- 
formity. They ſaluted him in that quality, and 

demanded brotherly entertainment, at the ſame 
time, to demonſtrate the affinity, each diſplaying 
his hump. This pleaſantry, which one would 


ſuppoſe could not have been very acceptable to 
the lord of the caſtle, was nevertheleſs extremely 
well received. He conducted the minſtrels to 


his kitchen, ſerved them with fowl, peaſe and 


| bacon, and even gave them each at parting a 
picce of money. But when they were at the 


gate, he called out to them: © obſerve this houſe | 
attentively, and take care that you never think of 
5 ſetting 


© 7 
ſetting foot in it again; for if ever I catch you 
here, you ſha)] Fas your laſt draught at the bot» 
tom of that river.“ 

Our muſicians laughed at this threat of the 
Caſtellan, and took the road towards the town, 
ſinging, dancing and ſkipping in a ridiculous man- 
ner, to ſhew their contempt of him. He, on 
his part, without beſtowing the leaſt attention to 
them, went out ang took his walk towards the 

country. 

His lady, Be ſaw him croſs the eden, and | 
who had heard the minſtrels, called them to her, 
intending to, amuſe herſelf for a few minutes by 
hearing them play and ſing. They returned into 

the houſe ; when the doors were ſhut, and the 
muſicians began to play ſome of their gayeſt and 

moſt approved airs for the entertainment of the 
"0-55 
She had juſt entered into the pirit o of this di- 


verſion, when, on a ſudden, the huſband's knock 


was heard at the door. The fidlers gave them- 
ſelves up for loſt, and the wife was ſeized with 
the utmoſt conſternation; indeed all four had 
cmqual cauſe for their terrors. The lady in this 

dilemma happily diſcovered three empty trunks 
upon a bedſtead ; the put a fidler in each, ſhut 
tze covers and went to open the door for her 
aulband.” | 
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He had come only to pry into his wife's con- 
cerns, according to cuſtom: ſo, after a ſhort ſtay, 
he went out again; not, as one may conjecture, 
to the great diſſatisfaction of the lady. She in- 
ſtantly ran to the trunks, in order to free her 
priſoners; for the night approached, and her huſ- 
band could not be long abſent. But, conceive 
her alarm, when ſhe found them all three ſuffo- 


cated! She almoſt wiſhed herſelf in the ſame 


ſituation, However, ſhe prudently conſidered, 


that all the lamentation in the world would be 
too late to remedy the evil. The object now 


was, to get rid of the dead bodies, and there 
= not a moment to be loſt in attempting it. 

She ran to the door, and ſeeing a countryman 
paſs; "Bb « Friend,” ſhe cried, © have you an incli- 


nation to be rich?“ - To be ſure, I have, lady. 


Try me, and ſee whether I have any objection.” 
— Well v All I aſk in return, is a ſervice that you 


can render me in a moment, and I promiſe you 


thirty well told livres ; but you muſt take a 


ſolemn oath, to be ſecret.” The countryman, 


tempted by the offer of ſo large a ſum, entered 


into all the ohligations ſhe required. The lady 


of the caſtle then led the countryman into her 
apartment, and opening one of the trunks, told 


him all that ſhe required of him to do, was to 


take the dead body he faw there, and to throw it 
ON 1 e | into 
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into the river. He aſks her for a fack, puts the 
carcaſe into it, and going down pitches it from 
the bridge ; then returns, out of breath, for ns 
payment, 

I wiſh nothing more than to gts vo faid 
the lady; “ but you will allow, that the bargain 
we made ſhould be fulfilled on both ſides. You 
agreed with me to rid me of the dead body; but 
here it is again ; look at it yourſelf,” At the 
ſame time ſhews him the fecond trunk, which 
held another of the hunch-backs. The clown 
was confounded at the ſight. * What, the devil! 
is he come back again? I thought I had pitched 
him over completely. It is aſſuredly a ſorcerer! 
| but, by all that's good, PII go through with it; 
he ſhall have another leap into the water.“ 
He inſtantly ſtuffs the ſecond carcaſe into the 
fack, and goes to throw it, as he did the other, 


into the river; taking care to put his head un- 


dermoſt, and to ſee that he fell to the bottom. ue 
In the mean time, the lady changed the poſi- 
tion of the trunks ; fo that the third, which was 
full, ſtood in the ſituation of the firſt, When 
the countryman entered, ſhe took him by the 

hand, and conducting him towards the remaining 
carcaſe, ſaid, “ you were certainly right, my 
friend; this muſt have been a forcerer, and 
there never was his equal. For, do but obſerve, 
B 5 there 
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there he is again!“ The clown grinds his teeth 


with rage. What then, by all the devils in 


hell, am I to be all day carrying this curſed 
hunch-back? the villain is determined not to 


die ! but we ſhall ſee how that will be.” He 


raiſes the body then, with the moſt dreadful im- 


precations, and after tying a large ſtone about 


his neck, throws him into the middle of the 
ſtream, threatening violently, if he OP eſcape 


a third time to cudgel him to death. 

The firſt object that preſented itſelf to him, 
on his return, was the maſter of the houſe, who 
was coming home. At the ſight the clown was 
almoſt beſide himſelf. What! are you there 
again, and is it impoſſible to get rid of you? 
come, I ſee that I muſt make away with you 
at once,” — He immediately ruſhes upon the Caſ- 
tellan, and knocks out his brains; and in order 
the more effectually to prevent his return, he 
throws him into the river tied up in the ſack. 

« Tl venture a wager you have not ſeen him 
again this laſt time,“ ſaid the clodpole to the lady, 
when he returned to her chamber. —She an- 
ſwered, that ſhe had not.“ Yet you were not 
far from it,” replied hie; & for the ſorcerer had got 
as far as the door. But I took care of him. 
'F ou may make yourſelf caty, Madam 3 I'll an- 

{vcr 


(3) 


ſwer * it, Jun not be troubled with him 
again.“ . = 
It was no difficult matter for the lady 10 un- 
derſtand this declaration. In fact, ſhe knew but 
too well what he meant by it: but the misfor- 
tune was, there was no remedy; and it was ne- 
ceſlary for her to take comfort, As to what re- 
mained to be done, the countryman was paid with _ 
exact punctuality the ſum he had been promiſed 
by the lady; and perhaps neither the one or che 
other ever knew a n day, 18 


ws 
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THE BARONESS OF VERGY« 


A GALLANT and comely knight, named 
Agolan, became violently enamoured of the 
baroneſs of Vergy, niece to the duke of Bur- 
gundy, and paid his court to her with ſo much 
ardour, that ſhe could not prevent herſelf at 
length from conceiving a reciprocal paſſion. She 
yielded to his love, but upon this condition, that 
he ſhould not ſuffer the moſt minute ſuſpicion of 
their connexion to tranſpire, on pain of incurring 
her hatred and reſentment as much as he had 
before experienced her tenderneſs. _ 
After this mutual compact, the charming and 
circumſpect baroneſs took the moſt ſcrupulous 
precautions in the interviews ſhe had with her 
lover. She occupied in the caſtle an apart- 
ment that looked into the garden. Agolan, 
whenever he was permitted to approach her, 
went alone at night to the garden; and there 
| behind ſome tree he waited in ſilence the con- 
| certed fignal. This fignal was a little dog 
looſened by the lady, as ſoon as ſhe found herſelf 
at liberty. The animal by his barking and his 
playful careſſes gave notice to the knight, when he 
was to {lip quietly into his miſtreſs's chamber, ſure 
GY e 5 


# 


— I— 4 „ͤ%ĩ„,bä 2 — . —_— ot 
—— 2 ͤ —Üꝙ—äOↄ2m Es cp AGRI 


ma mp 
. . ͤ ͤ V ³˙ W —  —  —  — 


: = 
to find her alone. The next morning, before 
- day-light, he retired. Thus lived this charming 
couple, their minds entirely engaged in the plea- 
ſure they received in each other's company, and 
their happineſs the more exquiſite in being known | 
only to themſelves, 5 

Agolan, whoſe valour often drew him to the 
court of the duke, his ſovereign, had become 
his confidential friend; but he had, at the ſame 
time, without being aware of it, recommended 

himſelf ſtill more ſtrongly to the ducheſs. She 
had not contemplated with indifference the grace- 
fulneſs of his perſon and the manly beauty of his 

countenance, and more than once gave him an 
opportunity, if his affections had not been rivetted 
in another place, to diſcern it. But this lan- 
guage of the eyes not having been underſtood, | 
ſhe found it neceſſary to adopt another, 

She accordingly, on a certain occaſion, took 
the knight aſide, and expreſſed her ſurprize, that 
with ſo great reputation and ſo many exterior 
advantages, he had not yet, among all the beau- 
ties of the Burgundian court, made his choice 
of a miſtreſs, He anſwered that the dread of 
having the homage of his heart rejected had till 
then prevented him from making the offer of it. 
She blamed his exceſſive modeſty, urged him to 
have a | little more confidence in bimſelf, and 

aſſured 
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aſſured him, that accompliſhments like his might 
find many a heart, that required only the ſummons 
to ſurrender. But ſhe would have him ſoon fix 
his choice, and make it among perſons of the 
firſt rank; eſpecially if any of that deſcription 
deigned to give him an intimation of their good 
will. Our knight declined meeting theſe ad- 
vances of the ducheſs, and cut the matter ſhort 
by declaring that he was too conſcious of the 
weakneſs of his pretenſions to be ridiculouſly am- 
bitious of obtaining the happineſs of monarchs. 
Dccewed by the circumſpect caution of his 
diſcourſe, the ducheſs thought, that Agolan to 
that moment had received no amorous impreſ- 
ſion; and believed it was only neceſſary to diſſi- 
pate the prejudices he had imbibed reſpecting 
the difference of rank. She then aſked him what 
anſ, ver his modeſty would make, if ſhe were to 
chuſe him for her knight, and to vow that ſhe 
had long had a ſtrong prepoſſeſſion in his favour. 
He replied with a mixture of reſpect and inge- 
nuity : * Madam, I knew not that 1 had ſo great 
an honour; and I am thankful to God for his 
grace in enabling me to obtain your favour, and 
that of my ſovereign. I hope he will alſo grant 
me that of continuing to deſerve them, and of 
never forgetting the faith and loyalty I owe you 
both. And who urges you to betray your 
| ſovereign?” 


: ( 39 ) 
ſovereign?” ſhe ſharply rejoined ; and then with 
a furious look, which ſhe accompanied with 
ſome ſarcaſins, ſhe left him and went towards 
her apartment, there to conceal her ſhame, and 
to think upon the means of vengeance. | 

At night when the duke had lain down by 
her ſide, ſhe began to heave ſighs half ſuppreſſed, 
as if ſhe laboured under ſome inward afflition, 
The duke, who had a tender affection for his 
wife, was very uacaſy at it, and enquired the 
cauſe of her forrow. It is on your account, 
my good and kind lord, that I grieve. How ſel- 
dom, alas! can perſons of your rank reckon with 
certainty upon the honour and fidelity of their 
adherents. Nay, they experience moſt frequently 
the greateſt perfidy from thoſe on whom they 
have heaped the greateſt favours.“ „ cannot 
comprehend the tendency of your words,“ ſaid 
the duke in ſurprize; „ think that I am ſur- 
rounded by none whoſe fidelity I cannot rely on. 
But if among them I ſhould diſcover a traitor, an 
_ exemplary puniſhment ſhould be the return for 
his guilt.” “ Then, my lord, let that puniſh- 
ment fall on Agolan. You remember all 
that you have done for that perfidious man; 
learn that his gratitude conſiſts in his endeavours | 


do difhonour you; and that yetterday I was put 


to the bluſh, almoſt the whole day, by his crimi- 


(©): 
nal ſolicitations. The ladies of your court had 


good reaſon, as well as myſelf, to wonder that the 
hypocrite had never been detected in an amour, 


—We now are acquainted with the cauſe, and 


our ſurprize can ſubſiſt no longer.“ 
The duke was fo deeply affected with this 


charge of treaſon in a man for whom he had en- 
tertained ſo unbounded an eſteem, that the whole 


night he could enjoy no repoſe. The next 


morning he ſent for Agolan, and after having 
bitterly reproached him for his ingratitude and 


perfidy, he ordered him that very day to quit the 


dutchy, if he did not wiſh the next to oh ma 


upon a gibbet. 
Theſe unexpected menaces, theſe cruel 0 
unmerited reproaches ſo confounded the knight, 
that for ſome moments he was incapable of 
making an anſwer. The thought alone of being 
for ever ſeparated from his beloved Vergy 
filled him with horror. © But when he had 
recovered from his conſternation, he entreated 
the duke to call to mind his zeal and fidelity, and 
not condemn without proof, on the ſuggeſtion 
perhaps of ſome malignant enemy, a man whoſe _ 
bravery had been proved, and whoſe conduct had 


been irreproachable. © It is not an enemy,” 
ſaid the duke; it is the dutcheſs herſelf who 


is your accuſer; dare you call in queſtion her 
teſtimony ? p? 


K 


„ 
teftimony ?” This atrocious conduct of the 
ducheſs filled Agolan with horror. He would 
not, however, accuſe her, in order to juitrfy 
himſelf ; but with an air of retizaatioa he 
went no further than to ſay: 4 Sire, liice her 
grace has complained of me, ihe, doubtleſs, con- 
ceives that ſhe has good grounds for it; and I 
had beſt acquieſce : beſides, now that you are 
prejudiced againſt me, what ſteps could I take to 
prove my innocence ?”. 
The manner in which he delivered theſe works | 
made its imprefiion upon the duke, His for- 
| mer attachment and eſteem for the knight already 
began to operate in his favour ; but this ſenti- 
ment was checked by a malignant remark the 
ducheſs made on his indifference. That obſer- 
vation had ſtruck the duke in a very ſingular 
manner, and he had ſcarcely a doubt upon his 
mind, but that he, who had never yet been 


known to admire any of the court beauties, had 


_ conceived a paſhon for the ducheſs. To fatisfy 
his ſcruples on this head, he required of Ago- 
lan to ſwear upon his honour that he would 
anſwer with truth a queſtion that was about to 
be propoſed to him. The knight, who per- 
ceived but one practicable method to preſerve 
at once the friendſhip of his ſovereign and the 
poſſeſſion of his miſtreſs, took the oath without 
heſitation, : 
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heſitation. “ Well,” rejoined the duke, © you 
have never been known, either at court or elſe- 
where, to have had an attaciunent ; aud- ſo long 

as ] am in that uncertainty, I ſhall belizve you 
guilty. Anſyer me without reſerve. Have you 
any ſecret amour? who is the object of your at- 
fections? That is what I want to know, and 


what alone can cure me of my ſuſpicions. En- 


truſt me with the ſecret, and admit me into that 


confidence, which I think is due to my friend- 


ſhip: on that condition it is reſtored to you. 
But if you refuſe, I ſhall conſider you in no other 


point of view, than that of a perhdious traitor, 


an object deſerving my moſt indignant * 
Make your choice.“ 


Then was Agolan made ſenſible of his fins 
prudence in taking the profferred oath, and the 


cruel embarraſſment of his ſituation. Could he 


dare to acknowledge to the duke the love he en- 
tertained for his niece? could he tranſgreſs the 
inviolable ſecrecy that Vergy had required of 
him? if he declined an anſwer, he added the | 


guilt of perjury to the condemnation of baniſh- 


ment; if he ſpoke out, he betrayed his miſtreſs 3 


and in either caſe was ſure to loſe her. 
Agitated and torn from one ſide to another 
by theſe diſtracting thoughts, he could not ſup- 


preſs his anguiſh, Tears guſhed out, in ſpite of 


all 
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all his attempts to reſtrain them, and trickled 
down his cheeks. The duke, ſoftened at the 
fight, endeavoured to confirm him, with an 
eath, which he made, in his turn, on the fealty 
due to him as ſovereign lord, never to reveal the 
ſecret he required to any living perſon in the 
univerſe ; and he aſked it again, leſs as the com- 
pletion of an engagement, than as a teſtimony of 
confidence and eſteem. The knight could reſiſt 
no lnger; but at length avowed the dreadful 
myſtery, the ſecret of his life. At firſt the duke 
with-held his belief of it. His niece lived in fo 
profound a retreat, that the confeflion of an in- 
trigue with her ſeemed to him nothing more than 
2 ſubtle falſehood. In vain did the knight relate 
to him the commencement and progreſs of this 
amour, the particulars of their meeting in the 
garden, and the ſignal of the little dog: he 
perſiſted obſtinately to doubt of whatever he was 
not an eye-witneſs to, and abſolutely required 
of the happy lover, that he ſhould be conducted 
to the rendezvous. Agolan could no longer 
refuſe him this demand, after having granted 
the firſt, He agreed then with the duke on 
certain precautions; and at night they met at an 
appointed place, whence they ſet off together for 
the caſtle. 

e were ſearcely arrived in the garden, 
before 


E 
before they heard the barking of the little dog, 
who ran towards Agolan and fondled upon him. 


The duke then, pretending that his doubts were 


removed, bade adicu 40 the knight, as if what 


he had ſeen amounted to a ſufficient proof; 
but he immediately afterwards returned and fol- 
lowed Agolan, with a full reſolution to ſee how 


this myſterious adventure would terminate. The 


gate was half open. He ſaw the happy Agolan 
enter. He ſaw his niece, who had riſen on the 


firſt ſignal, run and throw herſelf with; tranſport 


into the arms of her lover. After a thouſand 


careſſes, ſhe reproached him for his long abſence, 
and expreſſed her joy at having again found him. 


She then conducted him into her apartment, where 
they paſled the night together in tranſports, of 


which lovers only can have a conception. 


The approach of day ſummoned Agolan to re- 


tire. The baroneſs, having fixed the time for 
their next meeting, led him back to the gate, 
where overwhelming him with tears and kiſſes, 


ſhe took a tender farewell. The duke was a 


witneſs to this ſcene, as he had been to the firſt 
meeting of the lovers. He had remained all 


night in the garden leſs to gain further proof of 
the Knight's innocence, of which he was now 
fully convinced, than to render him on the ſpot. 


the Juſtice that was due to him, The, knight 


was | 


WE! 


was no ſooner out, than he made up to him, em- 


braced him, aſked pardon for the injurious ſuſ- 
picions he had entertained, and aſſured him of 
his unalterable friendſhip. Agolan, ſurpriſed to 


ſee him there, conjured the Duke by all that was 


moſt dear to him, never to reveal the ſecret. «I 
ſhould be ready to expire with grief,” ſaid he, 
«did I imagine that any other perſon in the world 
beſides yourſelf had a ſuſpicion of my amour.” 


« Say no more to me about it,” anſwered the 
duke; © for from this moment I baniſh all recol- 


lection of it:“ and inftantly diverting the diſ- 


courſe to another ſubject, he conducted Agolan ; 


to the palace. 


At dinner he ſeated the knight by his ſide, ſtu- . 
diouſly thewed him every kind of civility, and 
treated him with ſuch marked attention, that the 
ducheſs could not endure it. She pretended to 
be ill, and quitting the table in vexation, went 
and lay down in her chamber. The duke, who 
did not immediately ſuſpe& the cauſe of her ſud- 
den retreat, ran to her in great alarm, and as he 
enquired the cauſe of this ſudden and extraordi- 
nary indiſpoſition : “ Have I not reaſon,” faid 
ſhe, “ to be diſordered, when you ſhew ſuch in- 
difference towards me, as to invite to our table 


the man, who has given ſuch deadly offence to us 


both ? when, after the complaints I yeſterday 
5 e made 
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made of him, I obſerved you, no doubt to inſult me, 


load him with careſſes ?“ « Madam,” anſwered 
the duke, © tell me no more of his injuries. I 
know where his aſtections are placed. Speak to 


me no farther on the ſubject ; for neither you, 
nor ar.y other perſon living ean now deprive him 


of my iriendſhip.“ 
Ho then went out without waiting for a reply. 
The duchets remained in conſternation. Af- 
ter having met with a rebuff, the had the further 
morti:cation of finding that ſhe had a rival: and 
to complete her nuſery, ſhe was debarred from 


all knuviedge of the perſon, and denied the 
means of revenge. The fury of her jealouſy 
nevertiicicls inſpired her with hopes of attaining 


it; and, reckoning upon the weak fondnefs of 
her hufband, ſhe reſolved to force from him that 
very day the pern:ctons ſecret that cauſed her 


uneaſineſo. At nicht then, when the duke came 


to place hinſelf by her fide, ſhe made a pretence 


to move from win, as if ſhe were determined to 


renounce his bed. He held her and embracing 
her affoctionately, entreated her forbearance, 


« What a f.lfe deceiver you are,” faid ſhe; 


«_ you affect hcre the language of love, and yet 
you never had a regard for me? for a long time, 
alas! have I been led away by your proteſta- 
tions: the fond belief indeed was pleaſing; but 


1 5 now 
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now am I cruelly undeceived!“ - How ?” ſaid 
the duke“ Agolan has deceived you by his 
falſchoads, and you have believed him in prefer- 
ence. to me, I do not require to know his tale; 
ſince you are determined to conceal it from me ; 
but what diſtracts me, is to meet with ſo bad a 
return for all my. tenderneſs, Never has my 
heart, you well know, indulged a wiſh, but it has 
been made known to you; never have I poſſeſſed 
a ſecret, that was not entruſted to you. My 
chicf pleaſure was to go and repoſe it in your 
breaſt ; and, in return, you now announce yours 
to me, only to inform me that I am not to be 2 
partacer of them!“ 

At theſe words ſhe burſt into tears, and Gghed 
and ſobbed ſo piteouſly, and with ſuch imitation of 
real ſorrow, that the duke began to ſoften. My 
love,“ ſaid he, “1 cannot live under your diſ- 
pleaſure z but know that I Sanne with honour 
reveal what you require of me.“ — “ Do not 
make ſuch an avowal, my lord; but to deceive 
me uſe at leaſt ſome more plauſible pretext. 
Your tenderneſs has often entruſted me with 
ſecrets of much greater importance; and you 
know whether I cver gave you reaſon to repent 
of your confidence. | No, I muſt again repeat 
it; you are not apprehenſive of my indiſcretion z 
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put your heart | is Og and 225 no * 
love me.“ R 

Her words were then cut Mort by ſobs, and 
her face inundated with tears. The duke in 
vain ſought to conſole her with careſſes; they 
only contributed to augment her ſorrows. No,“ 
cried he, « I can no longer withſtand your grief, 


nor conceal any thing from your love. You 
ſhall ſee how far the exceſs of mine can tranſport 
me; but take care never to betray me: for my 
yengeance would he dreadful, and I give you 
notice nothing leſs than your life could expiate 
it. Thoſe are my conditions—Do you feel your- 


ſelf capable of acceding to them?“ -“ Yes, I 


fubmit to them, ungrateful as you are, to think 
the fear of death can have greater power over 


me, than the apprehenſion of your diſpleaſure,” 


Theſe words completed the buſineſs of ſedu- 
cing the weak, credulous duke. Love blinded 
him; he forgot his promiſe, and imprudently told 


his faithleſs wife the whole confeſſion that Ago- 


lan had made. He neither omitted the rendez- 
vous in the garden, of which he had been a wit- 


neſs, nor the well contrived manceuvre of the 


little dog; nor above all the tender affection 


that his niece ſhewed towards the gallant knight. 
Every word he uttered felt like the point of a 


dagger plunged into the boſom of the ducheſs. 
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Yet ſhe retained ſo far the command of her paſ- 
ſions as to preſerve her diſſimulation, and renewed: 
ſeveral times the oaths of ſecrecy that ſhe had 
taken : but within ſhe made vows of a very dif- 
ferent nature, and was reſolved to die rather than 
not be revenged on her rival. From that mo- 
ment ſhe gave up her mind to the contrivance of 
the barbarous deſign : day and night it haunted 
her imagination, and every inſtant that retarded 
it, appeared to her an age. 

She found, however, no opportunity to let 
looſe her vengeance till Whitſuntide. The 
duke then held a plenary court, to which all the 
men and women of diſtinction in the dutchy 
were invited. Vergy did not fail to attend. At 
the ſight of her the ducheſs grew pale with rage 
and envy, and her frame was thrown into convul- 
ſions. She found means nevertheleſs to diſſemble 
her emotion, and endeavoured to beſtow more 
than ordinary attention on her niece. But when 
the ladies removed into her. apartment, to pre- 
pare themſelves for the ball, ſhe exhorted them to 
gaiety and mirth. © As for you,” ſaid ſhe to 
the baroneſs de Vergy, «I commend you 0 
the care of your particular friend.” “ Madam,“ 
anſwered the lady with gentleneſs, © ] know not 
whom you allude to; I have no Sore but what 
ny publickly avow, and who do credit both td 
1 | my 
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my lord and myſelf, Pas] believe it moſt ſin- 
cerely, ! my gay niece z when a woman is ſo dex- 
trous, as to know how to employ little Yogs to 


the beſt advantage, ſhe need avow only what ſhe 


pleaſes.” The ladies paid no attention to a 
diſcourſe which they did not underftand ; and 
went into the public room to begin the dances. 

As for the baroneſs, who was ready to burſt 
with ſhame and anguiſh, ſhe flipped into a 
neighbouring cloſet, where ſhe threw herſelf upon 
a couch, and gave herſelf up to deſperation, with- 


out ſo much as percciving a female ſervant that 
was preſent, Her firſt complaints were re- 


proaches to her lover, whom ſhe ſuipected of 
having bought the duchcſs's heart, at the price 
of perfidy to her. After pouring forth the effu- 
fions of her ſoul, in a various tranſition of paſ- 
ſions, ſhe called upon death to relieve her, and 
ſtretching out her arms, as if to claſp her lover 
in a laſt forgiving embrace, ſhe ſunk upon the 
couch, breathed a ſigh, and expired. | 
Agolan was in the hall with the ladies, obliged 
from complaiſance to join in their amuſements ; 
but he did not ſee her to whom his heart was 


attached, and his reſtleſs eyes ſought her in every 
quarter. Surpriſed, at laſt, at her long abſence, 


he enquired after her of the duke, who taking 


bin by the hand, and Pointing out to him the 


cloſe 5 : 
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cloſet, deſired him to go and ſeek her there, He 
enters with the eagerneſs of.a loyer, and beholds, 
Heavens, what a ſight | a pale and breathleſs 
corpſe, He ſeeks in vain to bring her to life 
again by kiſſes ; his warm lips meet lips con- 
gealed by death. The ſervant, whom he per- 
ceives and interrogates, tells him ingenuouſly 
all that ſhe had heard and ſeen. Too well 
informed by this recital, he exclaims : 4 Oh! 
thou tendereſt and beſt of women, in re- 
compence for ſo. much love and fidelity, have I 
then betrayed thee ! and art thou alone to ſuffer 
for it? no! I will do thee. juſtice—thou ſhalt be 
revenged.” ——He then ſeized a ſword, which 
he ſaw hanging againſt the wall, plunged it into 
his heart, and fell at the feet of his miſtreſs. x: 
The affrighted girl runs into the hall, to bear 
me tidings of the two-fold miſchief that ſhe had 
witneſſed. The duke, on entering the cloſet, 

and beholding the fad ſpectacle, was fixed to the 
ground ſome moments with horror. Then, 
ſeizing at once the ſword, reeking with the blood 
of his unhappy friend, he returned to the dutcheſs. 
« had vowed your death,“ cried, he, “ if you 
betrayed me; die then, you are no longer fit to 
live,” On which he ſtabs her, and lays her 
dead at his feet. They cry out, and give the 
alarm on all ſid es, the dances are put a ſtop to, 
LU 
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and the company approach to view the awful 
fight. The duke then related to them the fad 
and deplorable adventure of the two lovers. In 


| . the relation of it, his tears flowed abundantly, and 


all that were preſent wept with him. But when 
the bodies were produced, the whole company 
Was diſſolved in an agony of grief. 
The next day the duke celebrated the Funeral 
at theſe two faithful lovers, with regal honours, 


if and erected a rich mauſoleum, in which he placed 


them, incloſed within the ſame tomb. Haying 
fulfilled this duty, he next thought of the ex- 


i piation of his crime. With this intention he took 


the--oroſs,, repaired to the holy land, and entered 
into the order of the templars. He afterwards 
led a very exemplary life, but could never forget 


1 the misfortunes he had occaſioned by a ſingle in- 
ll | diſeretion. His appearance ever after indicated 


| | | a rooted forrgw z- nor Was A ſmile ever ſeen upon 


his lips. But he proved himſelf a valiant knight, 
and inthe: plains: of Paleſtine, ſacrificed man 
a Pr? ne to e mages of ches betrayed 
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"THE POOR SCHOLAR, 


A YOUNG permet ſcholar ha ttavelled 
to Paris, with the deſign. of finiſhing his ſtudies 
in the ſchools ; but after fome ſtay there, having 
fold piece by piece, the 'whole of his little pro- 
perty, he was obliged at laſt by neceſſity to leave 


the capital, and to travel homeward. He ſet out 


then, and walked with all his ſpeed, having no 
time to ſpare upon the road; and continued his 
march at the fame rate, the whole day, without 
taking any refreſhment : — he was not Wan a 
Waden | 
When night, however, arches it was 
neceſſary for him to think of an aſylum. Happily 
he diſcovered a ſolitary habitation; thither he 
bent his way, and being arrived at the door, 
prayed, in the name of God, that they would 
admit him. The maſter of the houſe, an honeſt 
and induſtrious man, was gone to the mill; and 
there was none at that time within, except the 
wife and a female ſervant. The former anſwered 
our traveller in a dry way, that ſhe never admitted 
any perſon in the abſence of her huſband. The 
poor ſcholar redoubled his intreaties : he urged 
the —_—_— condition he was in, and declared 
: : 3 that 


( 54 
that the only favour he ſhould expect, would be 


a bundle of ſtraw in the ſtable, and a morſe of 
bread : but he received a harſher anſwer than 


. 1 | 99 8 1 
before, and was ordered to go about his buſineſs. 


As he was going away, he ſaw a valet enter, 
with a batket containing two bottles of wine, 


which the wife took and placed in a corner. The 


maid ſervant, at the ſame time, put into a cup- 


board, a cake, which ſhe had juſt made, and a 


piece of pork which ſhe drew out of the pot. 


And not long after a prieſt made his appearance, 


wrapped up in his black mantle, who paſſed the 


ſcholar, without laying a word, and ſlipped into 
the houſe. 


AIP theſe circumſtances increaſed the vexation 


of the traveller. Full of diſmal thoughts, as 


one may ſuppoſe, oppreſſed by fatigue, almoſt 


fainting with hunger, and uncertain what would 
be his fate, he ſat down a few paces, diſtant, on 
one ſide of the road, to lament his wretched con- 
dition. A countryman, paſſing by with a loaded 
| horſe, heard his lamentations, and aſked him the 
cauſe of them. © You behold,” ſaid the ſcholar, 
«Kone in the laſt extremity of deſpair, reduced, 
for want of an aſylum, to paſs the night on this 
ſpot. K For want of an aſylum ! * anſwered the 
countryman, « why do you not go. and knock 
at the door of that houſe oppoſite to you?“ 
« Alas! 


056 


cc N Sir, I did, and was turned away.” 

6c Turned away | | fay you? know that the houſe 
is mine, Follow me ; and we'll ſee whether a 

lodging cannot be provided for you.“ 

8 The countryman took the traveller by the 
hand, and, knocking at the door with, the autho- 
rity.of a maſter, called his wife.” She not ex- 
pecting him, was greatly ſurpriſed at his arrival. 
« Sir,” ſaid ſhe to the prieſt, © hide yourſelf 
under this table ; ; I will make him g to bed 

early, and then you may have an opportunity to 
eſcape.“ Whilſt the prieſt was withdrawing 

himſelf, ſhe went to open the door. The coun- 

tryman deſired the ſcholar to enter. © Friend,” 
ſaid he, lay down your hat, and take a ſeat. I 
deſire you will make yourſelf at home. I am a 
man that loves eaſe, and hates ceremony : ſo, 
houſewife, what have we in the houſe to ſet 
before our gueſt ? * Nothing, huſband. You 

know that when you went to the mill, I did not 
expect that you would return to night, J therefore 
provided nothing.“ '—& That's true: they ſent 
me back ſooner than I looked for; there being 


| nought for them to do; and I am glad of it, ſince 


it bas been the cauſe of my falling in with this 
good man, But, by St. Clement, "nothing i is ra- 
ther too little. „There was a piece of bread 
left; 5 but Catherine and 1 diſpatched it. « It is 
. C 4 not 
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not on my own account,” replied, the huſband, 
« that I ſpeak 3 but for the fake of this poor tra- 
veller, whoſe walk muſt have given him a keen 
appetite.— “ Well, ſince you have brought ſome 
flour, Catherine has nothing to do but to make 
you up ſomething. A ſcanty meal is ſoon di- 
geſted.“ 

The huſband ſwore bitterly at this bad lack 3 
but there was no remedy, As for the ſcholar, 
who knew perfectly what the wife was about, 
and who had been a witneſs to the preparations 
for a good ſupper, he was ſecretly enraged, and 
would gladly have ſeized an opportunity of being 
revenged, 

Wbilſt Catherine was "out her bead the 
countryman requeſted the traveller, either to ſing, 
or tell them a ſtory. « For my own part,” ſaid 
he, «Tam an ignorant man; but I like men of 
ſenile: and thoſe who know how to read and write. 
Come, friend, let us have ſomething that will en- 
tertain us,” —<« I know neither ſong. nor fable,” 
anſwered the ſcholar, | «and J am not one to lead 
you aſtray with falſehoods, or to tell idle ſtories 
without truth or reaſon. But I will relate to you 
if you pleaſe, an adventure that happened to me 
this morning, and that put me into a dreadful 
fright.” N ery well, Sir; let us haye the ac- 


count 


(9) 
count of- your fright, and I ſhall be ſatisfied,” — 
The ſcholar then began as follows : 
' [had juſt croſſed a wood, about three o clock 
in the morning, when I perceived in the common 
a large drove of hogs. There were ſome of all 
kinds and fizes, great, ſmall, white, black; in a 
word, of all manner of ſhapes and colours; but 
I particularly admired the leader, It was fat, 
ſmooth, and plump, in ſhort, juſt ſuch another as 
that muſt have been, of which Catherine not long 
280, took a piece out of the pot.” „What! 

wife,” interrupted the huſband, © you have pork 
in the houſe, and did not tell us of it!” The 
wife reddened, and as ſhe could get nothing by 
concealing the fact, acknowledged 3 Friend "va 
ſaid the countryman, * ſo far as I can ſee, we are 

not likely to die with hunger ; it was lucky that 
you happened to fall in with the hogs. But, 
come, finith your ftory.” © Then, Sir, I was 
ſaying that there was in the drove a remarkably 
fine hog. Now, this hog wandered a ſmall diſ- 
_ tance from the reſt. A wolf was laying wait for 
him; he watched his opportunity, leaped upon 
him, and carried him off with as much expedi- 
tion, as the valet went hence ſome little : 
time ago, after he had delivered bis wine,” 
« How ! by St. Paul, have we got wine too! 135 
eried the huſbandman, we are wy rogues: 
. 


Tx 
My friend, that will waſh down the pork.—But, 
tell me, were there no dogs to purſue the 
wolf?“ “ No; the ſwineherd, I imagine, had 
not come out of the wood; at leaſt I did not 
ſee him. For my own part, I was extremely 
anxious to ſtop the plunderer ; but how was I 
to compaſs it? By good luck, I perceived at my 
feet a large ſtone, It was of a prodigious ſize 
to throw, by my faith, not leſs than the cake 
Catherine made to night.” —At theſe words the 
wife was in the utmoſt confuſion. © Yes, Sir,” 
faid ſhe, ſtammering; © I deſired her to prepare 
a cake—I wiſhed to ſurprize you—it is made 
with eggs—you ſee that I did not forget you.” 
God be thanked, wife; ſurely J have no rea- 


ſon to be diſpleaſed at that. But, between our- 
ſelves, good luck to our gueſt and his fears, ſince 


they produce ſuch good fare. So then, Sir, you 
threw the ſtone at the wolf.“ “J threw it at 


him, as you ſay, and ſtruck kim with it. But 


this is the worſt part of the ſtory, and what 


gave me moſt alarm; the animal let go the hog, 


and ruſhed towards me, grinding his teeth, arid 
looking furiouſly at me; juſt as the pri-ſt does 
this moment, who is under that table“ A 
prieſt in my houſe!” cried the countryrans 

« Ah! ſtrumpet! you bring galla.xs home 
wen I am away; and it was for him you 
prepared 
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prepared that fine ſupper !”” On this, he took 


up a ſtick, and began to dreſs his wife hand- , 


ſomely. The prieſt, who foreſaw that his turn 
would come next, endeavoured to make his 
eſcape 3 but he was ſtopped and ſoundly heaten 3 


after which he was ſtripped, and in that condition 


turned out of doors. As for the poor ſcholar, he 
feaſted upon the ſupper intended for the prieſt ; 


he drank his wine; and, on his departure in the 


morning was accoutred in the clerical ſpoils. 
There is a vulgar proverb, that ſays, refuſe re- 
lief to nobody, not even to one whom you may 
never expect to ſee again. This is a very judi- 
cious maxim; for many perſons, who may ap- 
pear contemptible and beneath notice, are often 


capable of cauſing you a great deal of uncaſineſs, 


And this, in fact, was exemplified in our ſtory, 
Had the woman granted an aſylum to the ſcholar 
when he requeſtgd it, he would have revealed 
nothing the aſſignation would have been un- 
known to her huſband, and ſhe would have 
eſcaped a ſevere beating, 2 
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THE THREE THIEVES, | 


Tu REE rogues, in the vicinage of Lin, 
uniting the ingenuity of their talents, had for a 
conſiderable time put both monks and laymen 
under contribution. Two of them were bro- 
thers ; their names Hamet and Berard. | Their 
father, who had followed the ſame profeſſion, had 
juſt finiſhed his career at the gallows. The 
name of the third was Travers. They never 
robbed or murdered ; but only purſued the buſi- 
neſs of pilfering and kidnapping, in which they 
had arrived to an aſtoniihing degree of ingenuity, 
As s they were walking together one day in the 
wood of Lan, and talking of their ſeveral feats of 
_ dexterity, Hamet, the eldeſt of the two brothers, 
eſpied at the top of a lofty oak a magpie's neſt, 
and ſaw the mother fly into it. © Brother,” ſaid 
he to Berard, „what wauld you ſay to a perſon 
that ſhould propoſe, to go and take the eggs from 
under that bird without alarming it?“ ©« I ſhould 
tell him,” anſwered the younger brother, © that : 
he was a fool, and propoſed a thing impoſſible to 
be done.” —< Well, learn my friend, that he 
who cannot accompliſh, ſo practicable a theft, is 
| Fs but 


41 | 
but a booby in his profeſſion. Obſerve me.“ 
This ſaid, he immediately climbs the tree. Hav- 
ing reached the neſt he makes a hole in it un- 
derneath, receives ſoftly in his hand the eggs, as 
they flip through the opening, and brings them 
down, deſiring his companions to obſerve that 
not a ſingle egg was broken. By St. Denis,” 
cries Berard, © I muſt allow you to be an in- 
comparable thief; but if you could go and re- 
place the eggs under the mother, as quietly as 
you have taken them from her, we ſhould ac- 
anden you our maſter.“ | 
Hamet ebe the challenge, and again mounts 
the tree: but his brother deſigned a trick upon 
him. The latter, as ſoon as he ſces the other at 
a certain height, ſays to Travers: « You have 
juſt been a witneſs to Hamet's dexterity ; you 
ſhall now fee what J can do in the fame way.“ 
He inſtantly climbs the tree, and ſollows his elder 
brother from branch to branch; and whilſt the 
latter has his eyes fixed upon the neſt, en- 
tirely taken up with his deſign, and watching 
every motion of the bird, the ſlippery rogue 
looſens his trowſers, and brings them down as a 
ſignal of triumph. Hamet, 'in the mean time, 
contrives to replace all the eggs, and coming 
down looks for the praiſe due to ſo clever an ex- 
ploit. „Oh, you only want to deceive us,” 
5 3 ͤ ]ù”!1.“n]j ſaid 
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faid Berard, bantering him; “ I'll wager that you 


have concealed the eggs in your trowſers.”” The 
other looks, ſees that his trowſers are gone, and 
ſoon finds out the trick of his brother. « Ex- 
cellent rogue,” cried he, © to outwit another !” 
As for Travers, he was loſt in equal admira- 
tion of theſe two heroes, and could not determine 
which had the advantage. But he felt himſelf 


humbled at their ſuperiority ; and piqued at not 
being able to contend with them, cried, © Friends, 


you are too knowing for me. You would 
eſcape twenty times, when I ſhould be the ſcape- 
goat. I perceive that I am too aukward to 
thrive in this buſineſs; ſo I ſhall go and fol- 
low my own trade. I renounce thieving for 


ever. I have good ſtrong arms, and will return 


home and live with my wife: with the help of 
God I ſhall be able to procure a ſubſiſtence,” 
He fulfilled his declaration and returned to his 
village. His wife loved him; he became an ho- 
neſt man, and ſet himſelf to work with ſo much 
induſtry, that at the cloſe of a few months, he had 
earned wherewithal to buy a hog. The animal 
was fattened at home. At Chriſtmas he killed it, 
and having hung it in the uſual way, againſt the 


x wall, he went into the fields, But it had been 
much better for him to have fold it. He would 


then have ſaved himſelf a vaſt deal of uneaſineſs. 
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The two brothers, who had not ſeen him ſince þ 

their ſeparation, came at this very time to pay : 

him a viſit, The wife was alone ſpinning, She 1 
told them that her huſband was juſt gone out, i 


and that he would not return till” night. With —_ 
eyes accuſtomed to examine every thing, you  - WW 
might have ſworn the hog could not 'eſcape 1 
their notice. Oh, ho,” ſaid they, on going 1 
out, © this fellow is about to regale, and did 
not think us worth inviting! Well, we muſt 
carry off his pork, and eat it without him.” The 
rogues then laid their plot, and till night ſhould 
enable them to act, they went and concealed 
themſelves behind a neighbouring hedge. | 
At night, when Travers returned, his wife 
told him of the viſit ſhe had received. I was 
much alarmed,” ſaid ſhe, © at being alone with 
them; they had ſo ſuſpicious an appearance, that 
I did not venture to aſk either their name or bu- 
ſineſs. But they ſearched every corner with 
their eyes; I don't think a fingle peg eſcaped 
their notice.” „ Ah! it muſt have been my 
two queer companions,” cried Travers in great 
trouble; © my hog is loſt ; and I now heartily 
wiſh that I had fold it.“ We have ſtill a res 
ſource,”, ſaid the wife. „ Let us take down the 
pork, and hide it ſomewhere for the night. To 
morrow morning, you may conſider what is to 
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be done.“ Travers adopted his wife's 0 
He took down the pork, and laid it under the 
bread-oven, , at the oppolite end of the room; 
after which he lay down, but not with his mind 
perfectly at eaſe, 

Night being come, the two * kd 
to accompliſh their project; and while the eldeſt 
kept watch, Berard began to penetrate: the wall 
in that part where he had ſcen the pork hanging. 
But he quickly perceived that nothing was left 
except the ſtring by which it had been ſuſpended. 
The bird is flown,“ ſaid he; „ we are come 
too late.” — Travers, whom the dread of being 
robbed kept awake, thinking he heard a noiſe, 
rouſed his wife, and ran to the oven to feel if the 
pork was ſtill ſafe. He found it there; but as 
he was alſo apprehenſive for his bar: and ſtable, 
he determined to make the circuit of them, and 
went out armed with à hatchet. Berard, who 
heard him go out, took the advantage of that 
opportunity to pick open the door; and approach- - 
ing the bed, and counterfeiting the voice of the 
huſband, “ Mary,” ſaid he, ( the pork is remov- 
ed from the wall; what have you done with it?“ 

_y Don't you remember, then, that we put it 
| under the oven,” apſwered the wife? „what, has 

fear turned your brain?“ © No, no, replied the 
5 other, « I had _ put ſtop, I will ſe» 


cure 
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cure it.“ In ſaying which, he lifted the pork 
upon his ſhoulders, and ran off, 

After having gone his rounds and viſited care- 
fully his doors, Travers returned to the cham- 
ber. „ have got a huſband,” ſaid the woman, 
« who, it muſt be confeſſed, has a curious head 
upon his ſhoulders; to forget the next moment 
what he has done with his pork.” At theſe 


words Travers ſet up a ery, © I told you they 


would ſteal it from me ; it is gone and I ſhall 
never ſee it more!” Yet as the thieves could 
not be gone far, he had ſtill ſome hopes of reco- | 
vering it, and inſtantly ran after them © 
They had taken a bye path acroſs the fields, | 
that led towards the wood, where they intended 
to hide their booty. Hamet went before, to ſe- 
cure the way, and the brother, whoſe load was 
a conſiderable impediment, followed him at a 
ſmall diftance. Travers ſoon came up with the 
latter. He ſaw him plainly and recognized him. 
« You muſt be ſomewhat tired,“ ſaid he, afſuming 
the voice of the elder brother; * give me the 
load, and let me take my turn.” Berard, who 
thought his brother Hamet was ſpeaking to him, 
gives Travers the pork, and walks on. But he 
had not proceeded an hundred yards, ere, to his 
great aſtoniſhment, he falls in with Hamet. ; 
* Zoynds,” cried be, J have been enſnared. 
| That 


"0-8 3 
That rogue Travers has taken me in; but let 
me ſee if I cannot make amends for iny folly, 
He then ſtript hi:nfelf, put his 1firt over his 
clothes, made himſelf a kind of woman's cap, and 
in that trim ran as faſt as he could by another path 
to the houſe of Travers, whoſe arrival he awaited 
at the door, As he ſees Lravers approach, he 
comes forward as his wife, to meet him, and 
aſks, with a feigned voice, whetier he had reco- 
vered the pork. © Yes, I have it,“ anſwered 
the huſband—< Well, give it me, and run quickly 
to the ſtable; for I heard a noiſe there, and! 
fear they have broke in,” Travers threw the 
carcaſe upon the other's ſhoulders, and went once 
more to make his round. But when he return- 
ed into the houſe, he was ſurpriſed to find his 
wife in bed, crying, and half dead with fear, 
He then perceived that he had been again cheated, 
| Nevertheleſs, he was determined not to deſpair; 
-and, as if his honour were concerned in this ad- 
venture, he vowed not to give up the conteſt, 
till by ſome means or other he ſhould come off 
victorious. 
He ſuſpected that the thieves this trip would 
hardly take the ſame road ; but he knew the foreſt 
was the place they would make for, and accord- 
ingly went the ſhorteſt way to it. They had 
in fact already got theres: and in their triumph 
| and 
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and eagerneſs to taſte the fruit of their dexteriv 
| ty, they had juſt lighted a fire at the foot of an 
oak, to broil a piece of the meat. The wood 
was green and burned but inditferently ; ſo that, 
to make it blaze, they were obliged to go and 
gather ſome dried leaves and rotten branches. 
Travers, whom the light ſoon directed to the 
10 thieves, took the :dvanaage of their diſtance from 
* the fire. He ſtript himſelf entirely naked, elimb- 
6 ed the oak, ſuſpended himſelf by one arm in the 
ly WW poſition of one who had been hanged ; and when 
| he ſaw the rogues .returned and buſy in blowing 
10 up the fire, he roared out with a voice like thun- 
ce der: © Unhappy wretches you will come to 
1- WW the ſame end with me!” The two brothers in 
11S confuſion imagined they faw and heard their 
if, father, and thought of nothing but making their 
d. eſcape. The other, quickly ſnatches his clothes 
75 and his pork; returns in triumph to his wife, and 
d- gives her an account of his recent victory. She 
ſt, congratulated him with a kiſs on fo bold and well 
olt executed a manceuvre. | « Let us not yet flatter 
ourſelves with too much ſecurity,” ſaid he. 
ald «Theſe. queer fellows are not far off, and fo long 
eſt W 2 the pork ſubſiſts, I ſhall not think it out of 
d. danger. But boil ſome water: we'll dreſs it; 
1d . and, if they return, we ſhall ſee what method 
ph WW they will deviſe to get hold of it again.“ The 
| | one 


| 4 | | 
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| one then made a fire, while the other divided the 


| 14 carcaſe, and put it piece by piece into tne kettle; 

1 they both then ſeated themſelves to Watch 0 fro 

| * TIS one on each ſide of the fire- place. wh 

| 4 | But Travers, who was almoſt exhauſted for WM © 

| 4 want of reſt, and fatigued by the operations of the co 

81; night, ſoon began to ſhew a propenſity to ſleep, Ml 1 
« Go, and lay yourſelf down,” ſaid the wife, 41. 
will take care of the pot; all is faſtened ; there Ml an 
is nothing to fear: and at all events, if I ſhould it. 
hear a noiſe, I'll give you notice.” On this af- WW w 
ſurance, he threw himſelf in his clothes upon the h 
bed, and immediately fell faſt aſleep. The wife tt 


continued for ſome ſpace of time to watch the 
cauldron ; but drowſineſs began to overpower her 


likewiſe, and at laſt ſhe fell aſleep in her chair. F 

In the mean time our thieves, after recovering e 
from their alarm, had returned to the oak; but 
finding there neither pork nor man in chains, i. 


they eaſily unravelled the plot. They conceived MW 1 

themſelves diſhonoured, if in this conflict of ſtr- 5 
tagems, Travers ſhould finally have the advan- f 

t 

2 


tage. So they returned to his houſe, reſolved for 
this laſt time to ſtrain Weir ingenuity to the 
utmoſt. 
Before they undertook any thing, Berard look- | 
ed through the hole he had made in the wall, w 
ſee if the enemy was upon guard, He ſaw on 
„ | | - the 


ft @ } 


de one hand Travers ſtretched out upon his bed, 8 
and on the other the wife, whoſe head nodded 
from one ſide to another, with a ladle in her hand, 


while the pork was boiling, in the cauldron. 


„They had a mind to fave us the trouble of 
cooking it, {aid Berard to his brother; © and 
| indeed it was the leaſt they could do, conſidering 


what work they have given us already. Be ſteady, 


| and reſt aſſured that I will help you to ſome of 


it.” He then goes and cuts down a long pole, 


which he ſharpens at one end, With this pole 


he climbs upon the roof, and letting it down 


| through the anne, he ſticks it into a piece of 


pork, and raiſes it up. 


Travers at that ipflant. ha to awake. 
He ſaw the manceuyre, and judged that with ſuch | 
expert enemies peace was preferable to war. 
« Friends,” cried he, & you haye not done right 
in breaking through the roof of my houſe z and 
I have alſo been to blame in not inviting you to 
partake of my pork. - Let us contend no longer 


for the ſuperiority in artihce 3, for it is a conteſt 


that would never have an end: but come downs 
and let us feaſt togetaer,” 


He went and opened the e door to Shawn They 


fat down together at table, and were r | 
Teconciled to each other. 


1 


_ 


THE 
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THE WIFE THAT TRIED HER 
HUSBAND. 


1 N a certain town in France, there lived a very 
old baron, who had the character of a prudent and 
ſagacious man. Being a bachelor, and poſſeſſed 
of a conſiderable eſtate, his friends prefied him 
to marry, 
Seldom does an old man take that ſep wichoo 


getting into trouble, © Procure me a woman,” ſaid 


he, „to my liking, and Pll engage to make her 
my wife.“ His friends introduced to him a young 
girl, fair, well proportioned and engaging. The 
inſtant he ſaw her, he was enamoured, and of- 
fered her his hand. I mentioned before, that he 
was not in the prime of his youth and vigour; 
and, in ſhort, was not exactly what a young wo- 
man would fancy. The bride, however, put up 
with her condition for at leaſt a twelvemonth, 
though her patience was put to a ſevere trial. 
At length, at the expiration of that period, ſhe 
faid to her mother, on megting her as they came 
from church, “ you know what ſort of a huſband 
you have provided for me; I muſt give you notice 
that I am now tired cf him, and have reſolved to 
take a Selene The mother uſed many ſound 


ar Jens 


B 
arguments to diſſuade her daughter from ſo dan- 
gerous a deſign; but finding her remonſtrances 
have no effect, “daughter, ſaid ſhe, “ obſerve 
at leaſt the advice which I am going to give you, 
You are about to make yourſelf very miſerable, 
unleſs you can aſſure yourſelf of the greateſt 
meekneſs and forbearance' on the part of your 


huſband. Before you- venture to provoke him, 


try whether he is likely to put up with it; ſound 
his diſpoſition, and put his patience to the proof 
by ſome experiment; in a word, ſce how far ill- 


humour or paſſion may carry him.” —©« I ſhall 
take the hint,” anſwered the daughter. © In his 
garden there is a tree, which he planted with his 
own hand. He takes a delight in fitting under 


the ſhade of it, and ſometimes has me there with 


| him, to chat or to play at draughts. I'll cut it 
| down, and ſee what he will ſay to it.” —< Do ſo, 


but take-care before hand, that you have not cauſe 
to repent what you are about.” 

When the young wife rote home, her huſ- 
band was not come back from hunting. She 


called a ſervant, and ordered him to take a hatchet 


and follow her to the garden. When they came 
to the tree, & cut this down,” ſaid ſhe, —« W hat, 
madam ; my maſter's tree? excuſe me, if you 
pleaſe, from felling tha 6. cc Obey me, I ſay, I 


Will have it cut down.“ — On che repeated refuſal 
of 
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the ſervant; ſhe ſnatched the axe, and began chop- 
ping the tree on every ſide till the 1 it to 
| the ground. She then carried it away. 

At this inſtant the baron entered Sabi houſe, 
and ſeeing his wiſe bend under the load, - aſked 
what ſhe was carrying. On my return from 
church, my lord,“ ſaid ſhe, & I was told you 
were out a hunting. Fearful leſt you might 
come | in wet or cold, I was determined to have 

a good fire for your reception, and having no 
*. ready cut, I went myſelf. to bring ſome 
from the garden. So, madam you have cut 
down my "Bach tree, that which you knew 
I was fo ſtrongly attached to?” - It did not 
occur to me, my lord; I thought of nothing but 
your health.“ —< Such forgetfulneſs, madam, is 
rather extraordinary; but for the ſake of peace 
arid quiet in the houſe, I ſhall ſay no more, but 
accept your apology.” Nothing - . jo! 
upon the ſubject, _ 

The next day the wiſe went to ſeek her mother 
to acquaint her with what ſhe had done to try her 
huſband's te pr. Well, daughter, what did 
he ſay to you? '—& Nothing: at firſt his eyes 
ſeemed tc posten! a ſtorm; but he became all at 
once c aud mild as a lamb, and concluded 
wich approving my conduct. So, now that I am 
certain of his calincls of temper, and that I have 

5 | ein 
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nothing to fear, I may, you ſee, with liſety take 55 
a gallant.” Daughter, once more Jet me ad- 


viſe you, not to be too ſure; I know not how or 
wherefore, but my mind forbodes that you will 
repent your folly. The baron has not the mien 
of ſo meek a creature as you repreſent him; 
and if you take my advice, you will try him once 


more. —< To pleaſe you, mother, I will make 
another experiment: and it ſhall be this; he 
has a little greyhound, which is as precious te 


him as one of his eyes. He feeds. it every day 


himſelf, and ſuffers it to lie on his bed at night. 


In ſhort, he has ſo tender a regard for it, that 


I am perſuaded were any of the ſervants to hurt 
it even through heedleſſneſs, they would be that 


inſtant diſcharged, I'II kill it in his preſence, and 


we'll ſee what will be the conſequence,” © Be 


it ſo ; and may you receive no miſehief from it.“ 
The wife, on her return, found that the baron 
was, as before, in the field. She made a large 
fire, then covered the bed with a fine counter- 
pane, and took care that all the chairs had gowns 
and robes ſpread out upon them. As her huſband 
was coming home, ihe went to meet him at the 


door, took off his cloak and fpurs with her own 


hands, threw over his ſhoulders a ſcarlet mantle 
lined with fur, and placed him a ſeat near the 

fire, The dog, after coming to carcſs his maſ- 
FV _ ter, 
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ter, leaped as uſual upon a chair, and eee 
2 upon one of the lady” s robes. 81 


She, perceiving a labourer juſt come in ibm 


work, ſnatched the knife that hung at his girdle, 


and ſtruck the animal fo yiolenfly with it, that 


the blood ſpirted upon her petticoat. The huſ- 


band roſe in a rage. How, madam ! dare you 
kill my greyhound, and before my face too? — 
„ Sir, I cannot make light as you do of all the 


miſchief that this dirty animal cauſes every day 
in the houſe. There is a gown that I have put 


on but once; ſee what a condition it is now in: 
indeed this is not to be borne.” - Madam, this 


is the ſecond time that you have purpoſely 


offended me. I beg it may be the laſt: you will 


do well to obſerve what 1 ſay, for I ſhall not 


caution you a third time.” —* I am conſcious, 


Sir, of having deprived you of hat you took 
delight in, and am forry for it: fince I have been 
ſo unfortunate as to incur your diſpleaſure, I afk 
pardon and ſubmit to your reſentment.“ At the 
ſame time, to ſee what effect her tears would 


| haye on the, feelings of che ald man, the artful 
wanton began to ſob and weep. He was affected 
at this ſemblance of ſorrow, embraced his wife, 


pronounced her, pardon, and ſaid: no more on the 
ſubj ect for the remainder of the evening. 


i Tho! itt bag our dame had a new „asg 
; 9 


— dame ono cal et 062 abt; th 
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te boaſt, and conſequently 4 rell vit de 
make to her mother. “ Madam; ſaid the, 
«] am cefulred/ ard Neck bis Gy ill ee my 
gallant.“ “ You are determined then not to 
give up your deſign ?“ Certainly not.“ 
But it is ſo eaſy to be prudent. I am now more 
than double your age, and your father had never, 
as you well know, the leaſt cauſe to complain of 
me on that head. Oh ! there is a wide dif- 
ference between our caſes. My father was a 
young man when he married you, and you in 
your turn had no reaſon to complain of him; 
but, for my part, you know what kind of a huſ- 
band I am united to. In ſhort I muſt have ſome 
one to make me amends.” = Have you fixed 
upon the particular perſon 2—— C Aſſuredly. For 
ſome time our chaplain has made love to me. 
It is he whom I ſhall accept as a lover.“ 
4 What! a prieſt, daughter?“ - Yes, madam, 
I will not have a knight, to come and carry off 
my jewels; then pawn them, and, publiſhing my 
weakneſs, make me a public jeſt. My dear 
girl, in the name of God, avoid reproach; take 
care that you do not ruſn upon your ruin, but 
follow the advice and example of your mother: 
yet if you will not be brought back to reaſon, 
let me prevail upon you at leuſt to make a third 
trial. Vaur huſtand's menaces have given me, 1 
muſt confels, great alarm, and I cannot drive 


D 2 ſome 
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aw Se preſages from my mind. You are 


. is in his reſentment,” “ Well, mother, next 
| Thurſday being Chriſtmas-day, my huſband is 
i then to hold a plenary court. At his own table, 
| and in the very face of all his gueſts, will L again 
try his patience, fince you require it. But, re. 
member, after this experiment, not to inſiſt upon 
another; for it ſhall poſitively be the laſt.“— 

Pray to God, that you may not, my good 
-daughter, have reaſon to repent it,” 

Chriſtmas being come, all the baron's vaſſals, 
| ee with a great number of ladies, were 
invited to the feſtival, At dinner, whilſt they 
were upon the firſt courſe, as the ſquire had juſt 
_ carved the meat, the wife, who was eating out 
of the ſame diſh with the ſeneſchal, entangles the 
e hanging at her waiſt with the fringe af 

table-cloth. . She afterwards gets up, as it 

Were to go out of the room, when the drags with 

ber table-cloth,, plates and diſhes, and brings al 
to the ground together with a terrible _ craſh. 
The company cry out, and the enraged huſband 

darts a glance of lightening. at her. © Alas, my 
lord, I am vaſtly concerned at the accident; - but, 

ſee, it was not owing to any aukwwardneſs of 
mine. In ſaying which ſhe labours to diſengage 
the keys from the table- cloth, and with all the 


ſymptoms 


not aware, daughter, how terrible an old fellow 


( 77 * | 
ſymptoms of violent anger tears the fringe en- 
tirely off. The baron had Rill reſolution enough 


to contain himſelf. He did not ſnew the leaſt ill 
humour, or betray any marks of vexation, but did 
no more than give directions for another courſe 


to be ſerved up. Ina minute all was ſet right, 
The company again took their ſeats, and the en- 
tertainment ſeemed as if it had been rather en- 
livened than croſſed by the accident. 

During ſupper at night the old gentleman 
aſſumed the ſame air of ſatisfaction ; but the next 
morning, before his viſe was up, he entered her 
chamber with a ſurgeon, Madam,“ faid he, 
addrefling himſelf to her, you had before played 


two tricks upon me, and I was filly enouph to 
excuſe them; and this no doubt encouraged you 
to have recourſe to the fame practice. You 


yeſterday indulged. in your third frolick ; but I 
ſhall take care that it is the laſt. I know the 
cauſe of your petulance. You have ſome vicious 
blood in your veins; we muft ſee and have it 
drawn off. So, ariſe.”* He then ordered the ſur- 
geon to perform the operation. She, thus informed 
of his purpoſe, aroſe, declaring in a peremptory 
tone that ſhe was not indifpofed, and would not 
ſuffer herſelf to be blooded, ' But the huſband, ſtill 
more peremptory, draws his ſword and obliges 


ber to ſubmit. They then dende both her 
| $4: D 5 13 arms, 
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arms, pierce a vein in each, and let the blood run 


till the faints; after which they put her again to. 
bed; So WF | . 


Her ſenſes no ſooner returned than ſhe ſent for 
her mother to come to her with all haſte. The 


good woman arrives, and finds her daughter pale 
as death, and fo feeble that the had ſcarcely power 


to ſpeak. - © Well! daughter, are you ſtill diſ- 
poſed to have a gallant ?”'—© Ah, never, mother, 


never l'] warned you of the conſequence, 


and wiſh you had ſpared yourſelf this leſſon. 1 


congratulate you, however, on your having gone 
no farther than the proof: for if you had played a 


trick with the chaplain, your Og * have 


Wen more hs event 
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THE SEXTON OF Lux I. 


Huan, a townſman of Cluni, followed the 
joint occupations of banker and merchant, On | 
his return one day from a fair with curious mer- 
chandizes, and among others with cloth of Amiens, 
he was attacked in a foreſt by robbers, who car- 
Tied away his carts. Obliged in order to ſatisfy 
his creditors,. to diſpoſe of the ſmall property he 
had remaining, he found himſelf entirely. ruined. 
Idoine his wife then propoſed to him to retire 
into France, where ſhe had relations; and they 
fixed upon the third day for their departure, But 
the ſexton of the monaſtery, who had for a long 
time loved Idoine, wiſhed to take advantage of 
their embarraſſed circumſtances to obtain from 
the fair one certain favours, which till then he 
ſolicited in vain. He made her an offer of an hun- 
dred livres, a ſum which his being treaſurer to 
the monaſtery made it eaſy for him to command. 
The wife, tempted by ſo conſiderable an offer, 
which would at once make amends for her loſſes 
in houſekeeping, feigned to ſurrender, and in 
concert with her huſband appointed a rendezvous 

with the monk that very night, 
— 94 „ 
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Ihe time being arrived, our eccleſiaſſic 
leaped ſecretly by one of the church gates, of 
which he kept the key, He delivered the ſum 
agreed on to the wife, and prepared to accompliſn 
the other part of the bargain, when the huſband 
ſuddenly appeared armed with a bludgeon. Hugh 
raifed his arm and made a blow at the ſexton, 
merely to frighten him and drive him away. But 
untortunately it fell upon his head and killed him 
on the ſpot, The huſband and wife were then 
tirown into the utmoſt conſternation. What, 

cried they, would be their lot, when day-light 
| ſhould difcover the dead body in their houſe ! 


They were in ſuch trouble that if the gates of 


the town had been open, they would have made 
their eſcape that inſtant. However, neceſſity in- 
ſpiriug them with reſolution, Idoine propoſed car- 
rying the body back into the convent, through 
the church door, of which the ſexton had the 


keys, Hugh raiſed him up on his ſhoulders, and | 


accompanied by his wife, who went to open the 
gate, he took and placed him upright * the 
door of the privy. 


In the courſe of the pight the prior of the 


monaſtery, | had occaſon to get up, and repair to 


the place where the, dead man ſtood; and he 


puſhed open the door, with ſuch violence, that the 
body tumbled gown. 1 with a prodigiqus noiſe. He 


N 9 7 1 | imagined 
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imagined on examining the body that he had 


killed the ſexton; and this accident was the more 
dangerous, as the night before, having had a quar- 
rel with him, he was liable to be charged with 


murder before the abbey. The beſt expedient 
he could deviſe, in this puzzling emergency, was 


to go and place the body at the door of ſome 
handſome dame, that his death might be aſcribed | 


to the vengeance of a huſband. Now the houſe 
of Idoine being the neareſt, he went and placed it 


Side ſounded a loud rap on the Ou and made 


off, 
It had been all over with this 180 Gaube if 


they had happened then to be aſleep, The dead 


body being found at their door the next morn- 


ing, they would inevitably have been apprehend- 
ed; and the conſciouſneſs of their guilt would 


quickly have betrayed them. But Idoine, hear- 
ing the noife, made her huſdand get up. When 
they ſaw the carcaſe of che monk, they pave 
themſelves up for loſt, concluding that the devil 
had brought him back again for their deſtruction. 
In order to counteract the deſigns of the malig- 


nant ſpirit, Idoine gave her huſband a brief on 
which was inſcribed the name of God. Pro- 


tected by this ſacred charm, Hugh reſumed his 


courage, and lifted up a ſecond time the ſexton's 
body to carry it off and get rid of it ſomewhere. 8 
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. As he paſſed by the houſe of Thibault a farmer 
belonging to the convent, he perceived a heap 
of dung lying there; and conceived an idea of 
burying the ſexton under it; to which he was 
further urged by the recolloction, that as the 
ſexton frequented Thibault's houſe, the latter 
might be ſuppoſed to have killed him. As he 
began to make an opening in the ſtraw, he found 
a ſack to all appearance full. Oh, oh !* ſaid 


he to himſelf, „ has this fellow too killed his 


monk ? Well, they will be good company for 
each, other, and he ſhall have the credit of then 
both.“ Hugh then untied the fack, and was 
| greatly fatprized, to find a hog within it. In fat 
Thibault had killed one againſt the approaching 


Chriſtmas . feftival ; but two thieves had come 


that night to ſteal it from him; ; and waiting til 
it was late enough for them to carry it off with- 
out danger, they had concealed it under that 
dunghilh, and were gone to drink at a neighbour- 
ing night cellar. . Hugh, Without conſidering 
whom the hog belonged to, takes it out of the 
fack, puts the monk in its place, and returns home 
with his prey. | 

8 The two rogues. had at the tavern fallen in 


with ſome. jolly fellows of the ſame profeſſion, 


and engaged i in a drinking bout with them. One 
of the compeny having accidentally obleryed, that 


z 
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the wine would taſte better, if they had a piece of 
broiled pork along with it, one of the two hog- 


ſtealers offered to treat his companion with what 
he longed for, and inſtantly went to the dung-hill 
for his hog. He returned to his friends with the 


ſack ; and at the ſight of it they exclaimed at the 


fine fize of the animal. They then aſked” for 


wood and made a good fire. One runs fer a 


knife, another for a gridiron, a third for ſtraw. 


Meanwhile the ſervant girl unties the fack, and 
raiſes the other end, to let the hog drop out: 
when ſuddenly out rolls the monk, She fets up a 
terrible cry ; the maſter of the houſe himſelf runs 
up and aſks who committed the murder. 0Y 
| Killed no one,” anſwered the tief; © but had 


only purloined A hog, and the devil, to trick me, 
has turned it into a monk. At any rate, it be- 
longs to Thibault, and I am reſolved the elod- poll 
ſhall not loſe his bargain. . He rogue then re- 


turns to the farmet's houſe, and fixes the corpſe 
by the neck to the ſame cord 1 98 which whe nr 


had been ſuſpended. 
All this could not de done without: noiſe, 


Thibault, awaking, went to feel if his hog was 


in the right place; but the cord, too ſlight for its 
new weight, fraps all at once, and the monk falls 
upon the farmer and knocks him down. This 


laſt cries out for help to his wife and ſervants z 3 
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who ceme with lights and find kim n under 
the ſexton. 1 


"Thibault ſoon recognized the at's man. 5 the 


was not without his fears, leſt, in caſe the ſexton 
ſhould be found in his houſe, he might be accuſed 
of the murder. He therefore began to conſider 
the means of getting rid of him immediately; 
for day was already dawning. In his ſtable there 


Vas a young colt, that had never been broke in, 


and conſequently was quite wild. He deſired 
it might be brought to him, placed the monk on 
its back, and tied him to the. ſaddle that he 
might not lip off; then after having fixed a lance 


in his hand and flung a ſhield to his ſhoulder, to 


make him appear like an armed knight, he drove 
the horſe with a ſmart ſtroke of his whip into 


the town. At the ſame time, he and his ſervants 
ran after the beaſt, crying out with all their force, 
_ © ſtop the monk, ſtop the monk!“ Theſe cries 


joined with thoſe of the mob made the colt {till 
wilder. He galloped, on, at full ſpeed, and, the 
gate of the convent being open, ruſhed into it. 
The prior, happening to meet him there, and not 
having time to get out of the way, was ſtruck 
with the lance and killed upon the ſpot. The 
monks ran on all ſides, crying, “ Have a care, 
the ſexton is gone mad !” Twenty times run- 


ning did the frightened horſe traverſe the erden 
and 


kite 


683 1 


and the cloiſters. Thence he ruſhed into t the | 


kitchen, where he deſtroyed every ching in his 


way, and broke both ſhield and lance againlt. the 
walls. At length, in running about from place 
to place, he comes to a large hole, dug for the 

purpoſe of forming a well, and goes headlong to 


the bottom with his rider. It was to this fall 


they attributed the death of the ſexton. Neo 


one knew the whole of the adventure. | As for 


Hugh, he had the good fortune to gain a hog 
and a hundred livres. Thibault was the only 
loſer ; but he got amply repaid by the monks for - 
the death of his colt: ſo that they after all pas 


tac . | 
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THE HERMIT THAT WAS PE- 
BAUCHED BY THE DEVLIL.:: 


Pr devil had for a long time tempted a her- 


mit, without being able to lead him into miſ- 
chief. Enraged at length to be foiled in all his 
deſigns, he gave notice to the hermit, that he 
would tear him to pieces with his claws, if he did 


not refolve on committing ſome deadly crime; 
and let him have the option of three, drunken- 


nefs, manſlaughter or adultery. The anchoret 


deſired the reſpite of a few days to make his 
choice in; and after much reflection, he deter- 
mined to get drunk, as the moſt venial offence 


of the three. 


At the foot of the mountain on which he had 


built his hut, there was a mill; and our bermit 
had from his near neighbourhood contracted an 
intimate friendſhip with the miller. This laſt, 


having one day caught ſome fiſh, invited the her- 


mit to partake of it with him and his wife. The 
other accepted the invitation, with the intention 


to diſcharge his obligation with the devil, and get 


rid at once of the ſin he had choſen in preference. 
The holy man accordingly drank fo copiouſly, 


that © on riling to return home, he could ſearcely 


{ # ) 


ſtand upon his legs. The miller's wife, though 
ſhe had alſo drunk more than her uſual quantity, 
offered to aſſiſt him with her arm; and they 
walked out as well as they could together. But 
on the road the woman grew giddy, ſunk down 
upon the turf, and fell aſleep. The hermit, heated 
by the liquor, found his deſires kindled at the 
ſight, and took the advantage of her condition to 
lie down by her. The miller, who faw from his 
mill what they were about, ſnatched up a hatchet, 
and ran towards them ; but at the inſtant he was 
going to ſtrike, made a falſe ſtep and tumbled: 
the other ſeized the hatchet, and killed his anta- 
goniſt. Thus, in the twinkling of an eye, did 
the hermit perpetrate adultery aud murder; and 
in endeavouring to over- reach the devil by com- 
mitting the leaſt of the three ſuns, became guilty | 
of them all. 
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THE HERMIT THAT BROKE HIS 
N ECK. | 


A HERMIT had conſtructed his cell on the 


brow of a hill that was ſituated cloſe to a wood, 


in which a robber had eftabliſhed himſelf to plun- 


der the travellers paſſing that way, The man of 


God met the robber one day, and preached to him 
with ſo much energy and with ſuch effect, that 
the rogue fell upon his knees, confeſſed his crimes, 


and implored forgiveneſs. The hermit enjoined 
him never to tell a falſehood, and to render to his 


neighbour all the ſervices in his power. The 


robber returned to his place of abode, determined 
to obſerve the injunctions of the hermit in both 
thoſe particulars. _ 
In crofling the wood, y deſeried two acket 
men, who had been ſtripped by other thieves, and 
tied, their hands behind their backs, to a tree. 


He inſtantly ran to their reſcue. As he advanced 


towards them, a branch of the tree ſtruck him 
in the eye, and knocked it out; but the pain it 
gave him was not powerful enough to prevent 


him from accompliſhing the charitable office he 
had undertaken, He even went fo far in his 


bene⸗ 


( 
benevolence, as. to give chem: a part of his own 
clothes to cover them. 

A few minutes after, he perceives a lèper, who 
in the attempt to croſs a river on horſeback, was 
hurried away by the current, and in danger of 
being drowned. Our penitent throws himſelf 
into the water, ſwims to the drowning man, 
catches bim in his arms, brings him ſafe upon 
the bank, and preſents him with his purſe. At 
that very inſtant he perceives three armed knights. 
Their brother had a few days before been killed | 
by the robber, whom they were in ſearch of to 
revenge the murder. Thinking. they faw him, 
by the deſcription they had reccived of him, they 
aſked him in a threatening manner, if he was not 
the aſſaſſin of the foreſt. He, recollecting that 
he was enjoined not to utter a falſehood, told 
them plainly, that he was. They inftantly ſtab 
him. He dies, forgiving them his death; and 
angels deſcending from Lee, cny: up uy foul 
with ſhouts of joy. % 09: f 

This triumphant Sb is bieden by e the 
hermit, and it excites his en yy. What!“ Caith \ 
he to himſelf, “ is this abotninable outlaw ſaved 
for an hour or two of penitence! After a whole 
life of aſſaſſinations and robberies, two or three” 
good actions elear him. I am then, ſurely, a 
madman, to Have « come and waſted here the 

9 20 prime 
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prime of my life, to have abſtained from all 
pleaſures, and for the courſe of fifty years, to have 
faſted, watched and worn ſack-cloth. Since 
Paradiſe is earned ſo cheaply, let who will be a 
hermit ; for my part, I renounce the profeilion, 
Fl return into the world, and after I have en- 
joyed myſelf thoroughly there, when I perceive 
death approaching, I'll repent, aſk forgiveneſs, 
and be faved like that robber.“ Having finiſhed 
theſe words, the hermit gives his hut a kick to 
knock it down: but in his fury he loſes his ba- 
lance, rolls down the hill, breaks his neck, and 
dying i is carried into hell OY devils.” 


| THE 
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PHEMINSTREL WHO WAS TURN. 
ED OUT OF HELL, A MONKISH - 
TALE: 


Th ERE lived formerly at Sens a minſtrel, 
the beſt natured fellow on earth; who tor a trea- 
ſure, - would not have had a diſpute with a child, 
but a man without conduct, and the moſt irre- 
gular that ever lived. He paſſed his life in gam- 
ing, or at the tavern, unleſs he was at ſtill worſe 
places: if he earned a little money, directly he 
carried it thither; was he without, he left his 
fiddle in pawn, Thus always tattered, pennyleſs, 
and often barefoot, or in his ſhirt expoſed to the 
north wind and rain, he would have excited your 
pity. Notwithſtanding this, gay, content, and 
his head at all times covered with a chaplet of 
green leaves, he ſung without ceaſing, and would 
have aſked but one thing of God, which was, to 
have made the week all Sundays. 
At laſt he died. A young devil, ftill a novice, 
| who for a month paſt had been running up and 
down to ſnap up ſome ſoul, without having been 
able, notwithſtanding all his trouble, to ſucceed, 
being by accident near the ſpot when our fidler 
I „„ | ſlipt 


RY 


40 + 
flipt off, took him upon his back, and jc joyous 
at his ſucceſs, carried him to hell. | 

It was exactly the hour when aha devils res 
turned from their hunting. Lucifer was ſeated 
on his throne to ſee them arrive, and as they came 
in, every one of them threw at his feet, what he 
had been able to take that day. 

This brought a prieſt, that a robber, the one 
eee killed in ſingle combat, others biſhops, 
abbots and monks, all caught napping when they 
leaſt expected it. The fable monarch ſtopt his 
eaptives awhile to examine them, and on a ſignal 
immediately cauſed them to be thrown into his 
cauldron. The time being over, he ordered the 
gates to be ſhut, and aſked if all the devils were 
returned. © Yes,” anſwered ſome one, © except 

a poor idiot, very ſimple and inexperienced, who 
went out above a month ago, and whom we muſt 
not probably expect this day, becauſe he will be 
aſhamed of returning empty handed. : 
| This joker had ſcarcely finiſhed ſpeaking, when 
in came the young devil loaded with his tattered 
minſtrel, whom he humbly preſented to his ſove- 
reign. „ Come hither,” faid Lucifer to the 
ſinger, „ what are you, robber, ſpy, or ribbald?” 
No, Sire, I was a minſtrel, and you ſee in me 
one who poſſeſſed all the ſcience that any man on 
earth could have, notwithſtanding which I expe- 
| rienced 
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rienced above à great many difficulties and much 
miſery, but ſince you have taken upon yourſelf 
the trouble of lodging me, I will fing, if that 
will amuſe you.” © Yes, by the Pope's toe, 
ſongs ! that to be ſure is the kind of muſick I 
want; here, hark' ye, you ſee that cauldron, and 
you are already naked, I employ you to heat it, 
and above all to take care there is always a good 
fire,” „ Moſt willingly, Sire, at leaſt I ſhall be 
certain for the future not to ſuffer from cold.“ 
Our hero immediately took poſſeſſion of his of- 
fice, and during ſome time, acquitted himſelf a 
his commiſſion punctually. 

But one day Lucifer having convoked al his 
aſſiſtants to go with him on earth on a general 
ſweep, before he ſet out called for che ſtoker, 
« I am going abroad,” ſays he, “ and I leave 
under your guard all my priſoners, but remember, 
you ſhall be anfwerable for them with the eyes af 
Jour head, and that if at my return a ſingle one 
is wanting” ——< Sire, go in peace, I will be 
fetal for them, you ſhall find things ia 
order at your return, and you ſhall learn to rely 
on my fidelity. Once more take ſpecial care, 

your every thing depends on it. I will have 
you eaten up alive.“ Theſe A acme tikety 
the infernal army fet off. 00 
This Was the” moment Saint! Peter 1 for, 
he 


* 

he kad heard this diſcourſe above in heaven, and 
kept himſelf on the watch to profit by it; 28 
ſoon as the demons were out, he diſguiſed him- 
ſelf, took a long black beard, with well twiſted 
muſtachoes, deſcended into hell, and accoſting the 
minſtrel, “ friend, hall we two make a party? 
here is a box and dice and ſome good money to 
be won.” At the ſame time he ſhewed a long and 
la- ge purſe full of eſterlings. © Sire,” replied 


the other, © it is in vain that you come here 
to tempt me, for I ſwear to you by God T poſſes 
nothing in the world, but this torn ſhirt that you 
fee.” „ Well, if you have no money, ſtake in 


its room a few ſouls ; I will be contented with 
that money, and you necd not fear wanting them 


in a hurry.” „ No faith, PR not do that, I toe 


well remember what my maſter told me at part- 


ing; find me ſome” other expedient, for as to 
that I am your humble ſervant.” * „ Blockhead, 
bow do you ſuppoſe he is to know it, and in ſuch 


a multitude; tell me, what will be five or fix 


ſouls more or leſs?“ « Take hold, look, ſee 


thoſe pretty pieces quite new, it only depends on 


vou to make ſome of chem paſs into your pocket, 
male uſe of the opportunity, whilſt I am here, 


for if I once po out I ſhall not return. Come 


I'll Hake twenty pence, bring hither ſome foul! 
The unhappy fidler deyoured the dice with his 


eyes, 
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eyes, he took chem up, put them down, and, then 
took them up again. At length he could hold 
out no longer, and conſented to take a few 
throws, though but for one ſoul at a time, for 
fear of expoſing himſelf to too great a loſs. 
« Done, for one, replies the apoſtle, “fair or 
brown, male or female, I care little which, I leave 
the choice to you, play away.” One went then 
to fetch ſome of the thinned, t'other ſpreads 
abroad. his eſterlins, they ſat down by the ſide of 
the furnace and began their game. But the Saint 
played a ſure one, and therefore conſtantly won. 
t was to no purpoſe that the ſinger to recover 
his loſings, Aalen and ae his ſtakes, he al- 
ways loſt. We 8 

Not being bs to account for this e 
ran of ill luck, he ſuſpected treachery in his ad- 
verſary, grew angry and ſwore he would not pay, 
and called the apoſtle a ſharper and knave; the 
zpoſtle gave him the lye, they took cach other by 
the hair and boxed; luckily the ſaint proved the 
ſtrongeſt, and the other after having been well 
drubbed, found himſelf obliged to beg pardon. 
He propoſed then td begin the game ane w, if the 
former loſſes might go for nothing, promiſing be- 
ſides to pay very faithfully, and even to let him 
chooſe where he would out of the cauldron, 
thieves, monks, wehen, knights, prieſts, or 
Countrymens 
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countfymeng canons, or canonneſſes. Peter had 
ab: his tongue's end the word knave, and re. 
prbached him more than once; but he aſked ſo 
many pardons, that the famt- ſuffered We to 
be prevailed on: and returned to play. 

The. minſtrel in this game was no more hs 
ceſsful than i the former; and I have told you 
the reaſon; he grew: warm, ſtaked a hundred 
ſouls, n thouſand ſouls at a time, changed the 
dice, changed his place, and nevertheleſs loſt 
every throw. At length in deſpair he aroſe:and 


_ quittcd the game ; cutſey the faint; the dice bo 


and his bad luck yhich followed hin even to hell. 
Peter then approacheil thè cauldron to chooſe and 
draw forth the: ſouls he had won; each of them 


im plortit his pitiyt,õ be one of the happy, there 


were ſuch cries that no one could be heard: the 
minſtrel in fury ran up, and like a man that would 
riſque every thing; he propoſed to play for all the 
ſoulꝭ that remained. The apoſtle defired nothing 
better; this important laſt ſtake was decided on 
the ſpot, and I have no need to tell you what 
were the paigs and feelings of the patients who 
were witnelles-. Their lot happily fell into the 
hands of tlie man of miracles ; he won once 
more, and iet off in a hurry with * for Pa- 
radiſe. 


A ow hours after entered Lucifer with his 


N „ company, 


W 
company, but what was his pain when he faw- his 
fires out, his cauldron empty, and not a fingle 
foub of the thouſands he had left z he called the 
ſtoker, . Raſcal, what have you done with my 
ET * Ah! Sire, I throw myſelf at your 
feet,” have pity on me, I will tell- you all.” He 
then recounted his adventure, owning that he 
was not more fortunate in hell than he had been 
on earth.  * Who is the blockhead that brought 
us this gambler,” faid the irritated prince, ©. let 
them give him a good baſting with the ſtirrup 
leathers.” | Inumediately they ſeized the little de- 
viling who had made ſo bad a preſent, and trim- 
med him ſo heartily, that he promiſed faithfully 
never to take charge of or meddle with a min- 
ſtrel. © Drive hence this dealer in crotchets,” 
added the monarch, God may receive him in 
his Paradiſe, he who loves joy, for my part I will 
never more hear minſtrels mentioned. 
The finger. aſked nothing more, 1 off 
nimbly, and came' running to Paradiſe, whore 
Saint Peter received him with 1 arms, and | 
took him in with the others. 

Minſtrels! and jugglers, you may hed 4 
forward rejoice, there is no hell for you, he who 
Played againſt St. Peter has ſhut the gates ! 


'E THE 
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THE COUNTRYMAN, WHO Gor 
INTO HEAVEN BY HIS PLEAD- 


ING, 


A COUNTRY-MAN died. And (what 


one either in heaven or hell was informed of it 
Lou will ſay, How came that about?“ —I can't 
tell: I only know this—that by a ſingular 
chance, there were neither angels nor devils 
ready to claim his foul at the moment it parted 
from his body. Alone, then, and trembling all 
over, the countryman ſet off without guide, and 
immediately, ſince no one , oppoſed it, made the 


beſt of his way towards heaven. Nevertheleſe, 
as he did not well know the road, he feared he 


ſhould loſe his way; but luckily having perceived 
the archangel Michael, who was conducting on? 
of the ciect thither, he followed him at a diſtance 
without ſpeaking a word, and got fo cloſe to him, 


that both arrived at the ſame moment at the gates 


of heaven. 

St. Peter, as ſoon as he heard a knocking, 
opened the viicket to the archangel and his com- 
2 N hut when he law the clown all alone, 


“ Begone 


perhaps never happened to any man but him) no 


1 
= Begone, begone,” ſaid he, to him © people 
don't enter here without a conductor; beſides, we 
don't want villains here.“ —““ Villain yourſelf!“ 
replied the peaſant ; “ truly it mightily becomes 
you, who thrice denied our Lord, to endeavour 


to turn out honeſt people from a place, where 


you ought not to be, and where they perhaps 
have a good right to come. Truly, this is pretty 
behaviour for an apoſtle! to be ſure God did 
himſelf great honour in truſting you with tire 
keys of his Paradiſe !” Ns 


Peter, little accuſtomed to ſuch diſcourſes, was 


ſo confounded with this, that he retired without 


being able to anſwer. He met St. Thomas, 
to whom he ſimpyl y recounted the affront he had 
juſt ſuffered. © Leave me alone,“ faid St. Tho- 
mas, „ I'Il go and find the booby, and well know 
how to make him ſneak off.“ Away he went 
to the place, and gave it the countrym:n roundly, 
alking him with what face he dared preſent im- 
ſelf at the dwelling of the clect, where none 
ever entered but martyrs and confeſſors. «© Ay!” 
replied tne countryman, “ and pray, then, ho 
got you here ?—you, who wanted faith—you, 
who would not believe the reſurrection, which was 
duly announced to you, unleſs you might poke 
your fingers into the wounds of your matter. 
| Since mifrreants can get in here, ſurely I may 
3 „enter, 
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enter, I who have always believed bike one of the 
truly faithful, 

Thomas hung down his head at this F 
and without waiting for any more, retired bear- 
tily aſhamed to find Peter. | 

St. Paul coming up by chance, and hearing 
their complaints, laughed at them both. “ Von 
don't know how to talk,“ ſaid he to thaw, and 
ſwearing by his chief that he would go and re- 
venge them, and rid them of the country- 
man, he advanced with a haughty air, and 
took him by the arm to turn him out. Theſe 
airs don't at all ſurprize me, ſaid the country- 

man; < perſecutor or ſpy on the Chriſtians, you 
have ene been a tyrant: to change you, it was 
for working miracles, and after all he has not 
cured you of being a firebrand, nor hindered you 
from quarrelling with Peter, although he was 
your ſuperior. Go in, old bald- pate; and be- 
lieve me, although I any no relation of that 


good St. Stephen, nor of any of thoſe honeſt 


people, whom you ſo villainouſly cauſed to be 
maſſacred, . underſtand, that I know you well.” 

Fpite of all the aſſurance he had promiſed, 
Paul was diſconcerted; he turned to the two 


apoſtles, who. ſeeing him as much diſpleaſed us 


_ themſclyes, agreed to go and complain to God. 
Peter, as the chief, Was ſpokeſman. He de- 
manded 


E 
manded juſtice, and concluded by faying, that 


the inſolence of the clown had ſo confounded him, | 
that he ſhould be aſhamed to return any more to 


his poſt; if he thought he ſhould again find' him 


there. Well,“ ſaid God, «K'F will g and 
ſpeaks to him myſelf:“ and went with them im- 


mediately to che door; and calling the clown, 
who was ſtill waiting, he aſked him how he 


came there without a conductor? and how he. 
had the aſſurance to ſtay there after having in- 
fulted his apoſtles. * Sire, they wanted to turn 
me out, and J thought I had a right to enter as 
well as they; for I have neither denied you, I. 
never wanted faith towards your holy word, and 


never cauſed any one to be impriſoned or ſtoned. 
People are not received here without judgment, 
I know it well and ſubmit myſelf. to it, Good 


Lord, judge me. Vou cauſed me to be born in 
poverty; I ſupported my miſery without” niur- 
muring, and worked hard all my life. They bid 
me believe your goſpet: I believed it. They 
preached to me I know not how many things: I 
did them. In ſhort, thoſe days you gave me, 
endeavoured to ſpend well, and have nothing 


to reproach, myſelf with. If any poor people 


cane to me, I lodged them; I made them ſit by 
the corner of my fire, and ſhared with them the 


bread, ne; anos the ſweat of TE brow. Lou 
a 5 E 3 {5-213 a8 now, 
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know, Lord, I do not lie to you in the leaſt mat- 


ter. When I found myſelf fick, I confeſſed and 
received the ſacraments: Our paſtor always aſ- 
fured us, that Paradife fhould be given to him 
who lived and died thus. In conſequence of 


which I come to aſk it. Beſides, you yourſelf 
made me enter here, in calling me to anſwer 


you ; here I am, and here I'll ſtay ; for you have 
faid in your goſpel, you remember it, Ile is 
come in, leave him there; and you are capable 


of breaking your word.“ -e You have gained 


it by your pleading,” ſaid God; © ſtay here, 
ſince you are ſo good a reafoner.” ———-See what 
it is to have been at a good ſchool !- 


SVs 
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THE KNIGHT AND THE SWORD, 
| AN HERO Te TALE. 


KING Arthur held his reſidence at Carduel 
with the queen, his confort, Gauvain, his nephew, 
and a ſelect body of knights. The ſpring was 
advancing, and the weather delightfully ferene. 
Gauvain, wiſhing to take the advantage of it, 
called for his horſe, and hevingþut on his golden 
ſpurs, without any other arms beſide his ſword, 
his lance and ſhield, he tock the road towards the, 
foreſt. The beauty of the ſky, the melody of 
the birds, and the fragrance of the growing ver- 
dure lulled him inſenfibly into an agreeable re- 
verie: he indulged in it for ſome time; and, on 
recollecting himſelf, perceived that he had wan- 
dered out of the beaten track. The circumſtance 
of the approaching night, threatening him with 
forlornneſs in the wood, gave him great uneaſi- 
neſs. He endeavoured then to return back the 
way he came, but after purſuing various courſes 
ſtraight forward, to the right and to the left, he 
only got aſtray the further. | 
 Gauwvain was in this dilemma, when he deſcried | 
through the thicket, at a diſtance, the light of a. 
** fire. On his approach to it, he perceived a 
| 5 * 4 ; Borte, 
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horſe, "lend to a tree, and: near the fire 2 
knight ſeated. Gauvain inſtantly went up and 


addreſſed” him, defiring to be direRted- into the 
road to Carduel. The ſtrange knight offered 
himſelf to lead the way to the caſtle, as ſoon as 
the: day would permit, and in the mean while 

begged dhe favour of the other's company. 
; Gauvain then diſmounted; and wrapping him- 
ſelf up in his mantle, ſat down by the ſtranger 


and: entered into converſation with him, Being 


naturally of an eaſy and open temper, he aſſumed : 
in their diſcourſe, his uſual frankneſs 3 his com- 


panion, on the other hand, was all artifice and 


deceit,” of Which the reaſon will appear ſhortly. 
At length after having converſed for ſome time, 


ſleep overpowered" their faculties, and they flum- | 


bered till the day- light appeared to rouſe them. 


„We ate at a conſiderable diſtance from Car- | 


duc};” then obſerved the ſtrange Enight 3 © and [ 


imagine you have not had your ſupper ; my caſtle 
is not far diſtant z come along with me, and ac- 


cept without/ ceremony a repaſt that ſhall be pro- 


vided for you with alaerity.“ Gauvain aſſented, 


without heſitation, to this propoſal, and they ac- 


cordingly purſued their journey. But ſcarcelß 


had they got clear of the foreſt, when the ſtranger 
aſked leave to puſhi on before his fellowy- traveller. 
« dae, ene "1 _ taeda 7 to announce our 


1111 * 8 0 7 45 | coming; 
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15 | > 0 bans nocd 
coming; permit me to leave you for a feu mo 
ments, that I may diſcharge. that office. Vb 
ſee my manſion on the brow of yonder hill; it 
is there 1 ſhall. expect your arrival.“ Having 
faid this, he. ſet out on full ſpeed; and Gauvain, 
ho ad not in the leaſt ſuſpect 5 oe fol- 
lowed him at, a. moderate De 05 rut 
A little farther he fell. in with four ſhepherds," 
whom he Galuted, Theſe men, from the martial 
ar and noble appearance of our hero, were 
ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed i in his favour; and one of 
them exclaimed, ©. gallant knight, you deſerve a 
better fate chan what you are going to encoun- 
ter! . The prince at firſt beſtowed no attention 
to theſe words, and rode on; but he ſtopped ſoon. + 
after on reflection, and turned about to aſk the. 
ſhepherds an explanation of their untoward greet- 
ing. They anſwered him plainly, that if they fele 
any regret, on his accounts it Was; becauſe: they 
had ſeen ſo many braye knights go like him, to 
the neighbouring caſtle, not not on Of hm Was 
ever known, to return. a oni that aſked. - 
them ſeveral queſtions, which they: Could 
ſolye with certainty, z, for as no one had hen able 
to tell what had happened to him, all they could e- 


build upon, was common rumour. and ſurmiſer 


They could only acquaint him, that, accordiig 
% thoſe vague . the myſtericus knight 


would 
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DES F not ſuffer the leaſt contradiction; that his 


caſtom was, to put to the ſevereſt trial ſuch as 
came to his caſtle, and that on the moſt minute 


reſiſtance on their part, —_ were immediately 
diſpatched. 


This information, given with all the appearance 


of truth, was ſufficient to inſpire diſmay ; and 
Gauvain for ſome moments heſitated, whether he 


ſhould proceed or go back. But the conſidera- 
tion of the little reliance that ought to be placed 
on ſuch ſuggeſtions, perhaps thrown out malici- 


ewſly to try his courage, the apprehenſion above 
all of being hereafter reproached with the breach 
of his promiſe, and yieiding for once in his life to 


the influence of fear, rendered him inſenſible to 
danger, and reſolute in gomg throught with. the 


ö adventure. 


He was e at the caſtle. No ſooner did 
he appear, than the lord himſelf and his whole fa- 


mily came out to meet him with all the marks of 
: latisſaction and good will. They took his horſe, 
and diſarmed him, and uſhered him into an apart- 


ment richly decorated, where the knight deſired 


him to fit down till the repaſt was ſerved up. 
5 0 My good Sir,“ ſaid he, “ act here as if you 


were at home; if any thing is difpleaſing to you, 


declare it with the ſame freedom as in your own 
i bouſe ; 3 for 1 would have you conſider yourſelf 35 


the 


as a> a> em Q© 


J 


tie maſter of every thing you ſee here.” Gau- 


rain, not having forgot what the ſhepherds hinted 
to him, declared himſelf entirely ſatisfied. A few 
moments after, the knight brought into the room 
2 young lady of the moſt dazzling beauty. This 


was his daughter. He ordered her to be ſubſer- 


vient in every particular to the: will of Gauvain, 
and, that the latter might be under no reſtraint, 
he left him and the damſel together. 

The words and action of the knight, together 
with the charms of the young lady, had. fo im- 
preſſed the prince, that he remained for ſome time 
in ſilence. Having collected his ideas a little, he 


found himſelf in a ſituation of no ſmall embar- 
 raſſment, ſhut up with the daughter of his hoſt, 


to whom he was apprehenſive of paying either 


too much or too little attention. He ventured,. 


bowever, to tender to her the homage of his va- 
| lour, and to ſolicit the honour of being her knight. 


Through all his embarraſſment and circumſpec- 
tioh, the young beauty perceived, without diffi- 
culty, in the eyes of Gauvain, the impreſſion ſhe 
had made upon him. She, on her part, was far 
from having any diſlike to him, but had been 


ſtruck with his handſome appearance. Never- 


| theleſs, fear combated within the favourable ſen- 
ments with which the prince had inſpired her. 
| She was for ſome time agitated between the con- 
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( 108 f ) 
tending emotions; but love at laſt gained the 
aſcendeney; and, after making him vow the moſt 
inviolable ſecrecy, ſhe warned Gauvain, as the 


ſhepherds had done, not on any account ta con- 


tradict her father, but to preſerve the moſt impli- 
cit and reſpectful condeſcenſion towards him, 


Lou heard him,” ſaid ſhe, “ order me to obey 


your will in every particular. But, beware! for 
your life is forfeited, if v0 venture to require 
any condeſcenſion.”” 


The knight again entered the room to — 
his gueſt to table. When I have a friend to 


entertain,” ſaid he, as he fat down, „ I am 
greatly difpleaſed, unleſs he orders What he has an 


inclination for, finds fault with what he diſlikes, 
and, in ſhort, conducts himſelf in every reſpe as 


if he were at his own table.” After this declara- 
tion, he offers a part of every thing to Gauvain, 


makes him drink copiouſly, and deſires his opinion 
of each diſh, The gueſt eats and drinks without 


ſaying much, and, there can be no doubt, finds 


every thing excellent in its kind. The knight 
even goes fo far as to offer him his daughter; to 
which he makes not the leaſt objection, but 
thankfully accepts the offer. 


After the repaſt, the owner of the caſtle, deing 


diſpoſed to go to the wood, according to cuſtom, 
in ſearch of adventures, ordered a horſe to be ſad- 
5 | dled; 
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ded ; and before his departure commanded! his 


without permiſſion, but to remain there till his 


return. He, however, left his daughter with the 


prince, to amuſe him; for his pleaſure and enter- 
tainment were to be above all conſulted. Gau- 
vain in aſtoniſhment knew not what to think of 
this incredible mixture of - civility and harſhneſs, 
of politeneſs and brutality. Nevertheleſs, from 


the honeſty of his own diſpoſition he-derived ar- 


guments to excuſe the knight's whimſical con- 


duct, and could not be induced to believe that his 


ſpontaneous: invitation | and ſtudied. careſſes could 
lead to any preconcerted miſchief. The damſel, 


whoſe regard for him had already given her ſome 


alarm, began to entertain ſtill more ſerious appre- 
e e eee eee che aps 
ſerious artifices that were on foot againſt her 
lover, in order to put him upon his guard. But 
all ſhe could do, was to caution him again to ac- 
quieſce n in all that aal be: que of of 
dn 
At ſupper he was aſlailed with ha ned impor= 
tunity as in the morning. But the events of the 
evening led to ſtill greater aſtoniſhment, when 


the father, at riſing from table, ordered a hed to 


be got ready for him in the hall, and reſigned his 


ewn to the ſtranger and his daughter. Gauvain, 


at 
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at this declaration, was extremely puzzled:; he 


was afraid of being killed if he objected 3 and 


thought himſelf in no leſs danger if he aſſented: 
he had not therefore refolution to reply. With- 
out waiting for his anſwer, they conducted him to 


the chamber with the damſel. Twelve wax can- 


dles were lighted ; and that he might all night 
tealt his eyes upon her charms, he was expreſsly 
ordered not to extinguiſh them. They after- 
wards locked the door of the room, and carried 


off the key. The lady then lay down, and Gau- 
voain placed himſelf beſide her. i 


Whatever dangers he had been previouſ y warn- 
ed of, they could not remain before his eyes in 
that ſituation. He was thrown off his guard, and 
| had very near forgot himſelf, when the lady told 

him, ſhe was there not unprotected. This de- 
elaration ſurpriſed him; he threw his eyes. around 
the room, and could perceive nothing, till he was 
directed to obſerve a ſword ſuſpended near the 
window. © That ſword,” faid the lady, © is en- 


chanted ; it watches over and guards me; and it 
is the laſt danger my father has referved for thoſe 


who have been fo fortunate as to eſcape the 
- others. The inſtant of any indiſcretion, it leaves 
2 ſcabbard and comes to pierce the guilty per- 
ſon. Of more than twenty knights, who like 
gn have lain 1 in this bed, not one has left ir alive. 
Do 


( rex } 


Do not; my dear friend, I intreat you, expoſe 
yourſelf to the ſame fate, nor bring upon me an 
3 that could terminate ws with my 
life, 

 Fheſe words derb ſtill more the 8 
of Gauvain. Never had he heard of ſuch an in- 
cident. The whole affair indeed appeared to him 
ſo extraordinary, that he could ſcarcely believe it 
real; he even was tempted to ſuſpect the ſtory to 
be merely an artifice of modeſty, reduced to its 
laſt ſhift, He was proceeding to make the expe- 
riment; when the damſel gave a ſudden cry, and 
che ſword, darting like a thunder bolt, came and 
_ wounded the prince, and then returned to its for- 
mer ſituation. He was ſeized with conſterna- 
tion; while his companion reproached him, with 
tenderneſs, for raſhly expoſing himſelf to the dan- 
ger ; at the fame time ſhe congratulated him, on. 
having -only incurred a flight wound, and urged 
him to follow her example, by eee himſelf | 
to ſleep. 
| But the wax lights ſtill burned, and gazing was 
not prohibited by the enchanted ſword. That 
tantalizing light was the torment of Gauvain. 
He ſoon was tranſported in contemplation of ſuch 
| charms, and could reftrain himſelf no longer. 
What would King Arthur and his courtiers fay 
ol ka knight to whom ſo charming an opportu- 
nity 


( 12) 


nity was preſented, and whom the fear of danger 
withheld from ſeizing it? What would they 
think of the incredible tale of a fword, wielded | 
by no arm, conducted by nobody? What rail- 
lery, what ſatire would it not give riſe to ?—He 
formed his reſolution rather to ſuffer death than 
be deterred. As he moved towards the damſel, 
the ſword cleaved its paſſage through. the air, - 
and again drew blood from him. ba : 
After this ſecond leſſon, it may be imagined 
that the prince no longer found fault with the 
' luſtre of the wax lights; and that during the re- 
mainder of the night, how long ſoever it might 
appear to him, the railleries of Arthur's courtiers ©] 
were but a ſecondary conſideration with him. 
The father had been no leſs watchful, but from 

a different cauſe. He was impatient to know the x 
ſucceſs of his temptation, and waited eagerly for 
the arrival of the morn to announce it to him. 
But what was his furprize to find the ſtranger b 
living! “ By my honour,” faid Gauvain, « I 
have done nothing to merit death.” His bed 
clothes, however, pierced through and bloody, 
| betrayed him; and, notwithſtanding the diſcre- 
tion he boaſted, he was obliged to avow the truth, 
He was aſked his name, that name ſo illuſtrious, 
and celebrated already for ſo many brilliant ex- 
ploits. The knight, when informed of it, ſeemed 
| = . 


* 


(iin 
to be impreſſed with veneration, and confeſſed, i in 
his turn, that, in ſpite of him, the enchantment of . 
the ſword was finiſhed, © It was its duty,” ſaid 
he, * to ſpare the beſt and moſt gallant of knights: 
you were the deſtined huſband for my daughter; 
to unravel the decree of fate has coſt the lives of 
many brave men, But ſince the diſcovery is at 
laſt effected, accept her hand, together | with my 
domain and caſtle.” _ 

Gauvain thanked the knight, but declared him- 
ſelf more than ſatisfied with the damſel. It was 
ſoon circulated through the neighbourhoud, that 
within the caſtle was a knight, by whom the fatal 
ſword had been eluded, Congratulations arrived 
from all parts, and his triumph was celebrated 
that very day with feaſting and diverſions. After 
the feaſt, minſtrels were brought into the hall, 
which reſounded with the notes of violins, pipes 
and flutes; ſongs were ſung by others, accom- 
panied by the harp and cymbals. Romances 
were read, and ſtories told, while the gueſts 
played at cheſs, at hazard and other games. The 
amuſements were thus, prolonged till evening; 
when all retired to reſt, .. As for the two lovers, 
they were conducted in form to that very room, 
in which they had paſſed the preceding night; 
and on this occaſion, as the one had no enchanted 
ſword to dread, ſo the {iter had no pretence for 
reſiſtance. 


THE 
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THE SCARLET ROBE: 


A KNIG HT of the county of 1 2 
man of repute in his neighbourhood, had choſen 
for his miſtreſs a very agreeable and pretty wo- 
man, married to a rich Lord of a diſtrict about 
two leagues diſtant, Anxious to acquire the eſ- 
teem and affections of the lady, our Knight 
omitted no opportunity of courting honour, and 
gaining freſh laurels; indeed throughout the 

_ whole country, there was not to be found a more 
valiant Cavalier. The lord, on the contrary, 
was fond of the bench, and was never happy but 

_ when haranging in Court, or r giving eee in 
2 law-ſuit. 
One day in july, he: 1 Was obliged: to go and 
attend the pleadings at Senlis. The lady imme- 


diately ſent a private meſſage to her lover, ac- to 
quainting him with the departure of her huſband, 1 
and appointing an aſſignation at home that night. tt 
The knight, whoſe love was no leſs reſpectful 
than ardent, and who knew the decorum proper U 
to be obſerved in ſuch a meeting, put on his beſt a 
gilt ſpurs, his fine ſcarlet cloak ; and dreſſed like h 
a young batchelor, the terror of lovers, he ſet out h 
an his high palfrey, n with him a ſparrow- i 


hawk 


„ 
hawk and a couple of dogs, that he night be proe 
vided for ſport, in caſe he ſhould fal in with any 
birds upon the road. All the people were aſleep 
at the caſtle, when he arrived. He therefore ſaſ- 


bird, and went quietly to the lady's chamber ****% 
** At break of day the huſband returned, The 
pleadings were put off to the following week at 
denlis, and he came home to go to bed. But 
how was he aſtoniſhed on entering the court to 
ſee a horſe, dogs and a hawk ! He ſuſpected that 
there was ſomebody with his wife, and ran up 
haſtily to know the truth of it. The knight was 
lucky enough to hear him coming; and, ſnatch- 
ing ſuch of his clothes as he could lay his hands 
upon, ſculked down by the further ſide of the 
bed, and lay upon the floor at full length. The 
wife to conceal him, threw over him her cloak 
and petticoat; but he had been in fo great a hurry 
to hide himſelf, that he had not time to find his 
robe: it lay upon a trunk near the bed, and was 
tae firſt object that met the eyes of the huſband, 

„Madam, he exclaimed {ternly, „ what ts 
the meaning of all this? I juft faw below a horſe 
and dogs; and here is a robe; who is it has been 
here in my abſence-?”—< Sir,” ſaid ſhe, without 
being in the ſmalleſt degree difconcerted, “ it 
is a preſent that has been juſt made you. But, 


have 


„„ 
have you not ſeen my brother? 12 am ſurpriſed 


| you did not meet him; for he is but this moment 
gone. He came yeſterday in this fine” robe. 1, 


in perfect ſimplicity and without any deſign what- 
ever, juſt happened to remark in converſation, 
that it would become you. I wiſhed your, huſ- 


band to try it,” anſwered he immediately 5, and 


pulling it off, begged that I would preſent it to 


you: at the ſame time, to make his gift worth 


your acceptance, he inſiſted upon adding to it his 
gilt ſpurs, his dogs, his hawk, and his favourite 
horſe, You may eaſily conceive. the anſwer I 


made to ſo generous an offer : but it was in vain 


that I declined it again and again; he would 


liſten to no refuſal, but has left them all, as you 
ſee, behind him. Receive then the donation, 
ſince you cannot ſend it away without offending 
him. You may without difficulty ſoon find ſome- 
thing to preſent him with | in return, that will ac- 
quit you of the obligation,” As 


2; 


This fiction ſucceeded to. a 1 The 
huſband, ſomewhat avaricious in his, diſpoſition, 


was delighted with the preſent. | But he was 
almoſt . to take the robe, and wiſhed it 


had been omitted in the gift; he was apprehen- 
ſive of being charged with want of delicacy. 


< Not at all, Sir; your acceptance of it will be 


attributed to frankneſs and good. nature. No- 
| thing 


i Of 5 
thing ſhould be rejected from a friend; for my 


own. part, whenever I obſerve any one ſhy of re- 


ceiving, I immediately ſet him down for one who 
is equally averſe from giving.” —By theſe and other 
like arguments, ſhe brought him to acknowledge 


her in the right, and to promiſe that he would 
keep the whole. At laſt he lay down; and it "Ht 


more difficult to ſay than to conceive how cor- 


dilly he was received, how he was careſſed, 
and what pains were taken to lull him to ſleep. 


But no ſooner did he begin to ſnore, than the 
wife puſhed the gallant gently with her foot to 
give him notice of it. He then crept ſoftly for 
his robe, and going away mounted his horſe, and 


returned home with his degs and his bird. 


Towards noon, the huſband awoke, and the 


firſt thing he thought of, was to enquire for his 
fine robe. His valet, who the day before had 


been in the fields to ſuperintend the reapers, 


knew not what he aſked for, and brought him 
a green one which he uſed to wear. No, no; 


it is not that I want; it is the fine ſcarlet robe 


that was given to me yeſterday,” His wife, 


looking upon him with an air of aſtoniſhment, 


aſked him if he had bouglit or borrowed one at 
Senlis. « No, madam, 1 tell you again, it is 


that your brother gave me, But you ought to 
know better than I; for this morning on my ar- 
| | 1 wa, 


. 


A 


(x8 -}-- 
rival, when I found it on this trunk, you ſaid j 
was a preſent that he made me.” —« My brother 
Sir! It is more than four months ſince I fan 
him. You have certainly been dreaming; for 
even if he had been here, as you inſinuate, he 
would not have behaved like a man drunk cr 
mad, in offering you his robes, He might 20 
in that manner towards minſtrels or fidlers, « 
thoſe vagabonds, who go about ſinging to enter- 
tain us. Your eſtate brings you more tha 
eighty livres a year; ſurely that is enough to 
latisfy all your wiſhes. Buy yourſelf a horſe 2 
handſome and as valuable as you pleaſe; treat 
yourſelf with clothes to your fancy; you can 
well afford it; but remember, you are not to 
wear thoſe of other people.“ How now ! but 
this very morning it was through your perſuaſion 
J agreed to accept it. If I was to believe you, 
J could not refuſe it without offending your bro- 
ther, and giving him uneaſineſs. And now truly 
J diſgrace myſelf. Which am I to believe ?”— 
Who, I, Sy? I talk to you in that manner? 
That I ſhould pretend that my brother had ſpoke 
to me when I had not ſeen him? Indeed, if! 
did not know that you had been ſleeping, this 
language would give me a vaſt deal of pain. | 
ſhould be apprehenſive that your brain was al. 
| fected, But I ſuſpect you are not in carneſt. 
| Come, 


( 19) 

Come, tell me truly, do you really believe you 
aw a robe on this trunk?“ — Yes, moſt un- 
doubtedly ; it was there; I ſaw it as plainly as 1 
ſee you at this moment.“ Ah! my dear huſ- 
band, you alarm me. I'll engage ſome accident 
happened to you on the road, that you do not 
think proper to inform me of. Look at me; 
ha! yes indeed; it is as I apprehended ; your 
eyes are jaundiced, you have ſymptoms of a fever. 
You are certainly not in ſound health. Take 
| my advice; lie down again; and ſince it has | 
pleaſed God that your memory ſhould be affected, 
commend yourſelf to our Lady, or to ſome good 
faint in heaven, that it may be reſtored to you, 
Make a vow to go and viſit the church of the 
Baron St. James ; you may return by that of the 
| Lord St. Arnold. Some time ſince, if you had 
been ruled by me, you would have promiſed this 
haſt a large wax candle, as big round as your 
body.“ 

Although theſe e had ſome effect on 
the mind of the huſband, yet he could not diveſt 
himſelf of the idea, that he had ſeen a robe on the 
trunk; and he ſent for all his ſervants to inter- 
rogate them on the ſubject. But not one of 
them, as I before ſtated, had ſeen the knight; 
and even if they had been privy to the whole 
affair, they would have been careful how they 

ventured 


( 120 ) 


ventured to contradict their miſtreſs. The huſ⸗ | 
band then was induced upon the whole, to think Int 
| his ſenſes were diſturbed z and ſeemingly alarmed 
1 what had happened, vowed a pilgrimage to 
St. James's church ; and in en want 5 out 1 
| upon it three days after. X49. & 6 ; | 
Gentlemen, huſbands ! this gay is intende N 
for your admonition. I warn you not to truſt 5 
the evidence of our own ſenſes; but if you mean 1 
to do well, and to paſs quietly through life, you 
muſt believe only what your wives tell you. 
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M ILES, a butcher. of Abbeville, being be- 
nighted on his return from the market of Oiſe- 
mont, and qbliged to ſtop in the road at Bailleul, 
enquired of an old woman, whom he met, whe- 

ther there was in the village any inn or houſe, in 
which he could be accommodated with a night's 
lodging. There is one,” anſwered the good 
woman, „but it will afford you but indifferent 
fare. I would rather adviſe you to apply to Sire 
Gautier, our parſon. He is the only one in the 
village that keeps good wine; and to my know- 
ledge, he has _ received two rails from 
 Noyentel.” 

Miles folowed the advice of the old woman, 
and went to knock at the door of the paſtor. 
This laſt was a män of an auſtere and brutal 

temper. Without opening the door, or ſo much 
as putting his head out of the window, he called 
from the further extremity of the room, to know 
what our traveller: wanted. The butcher told 
him he was a poor man, who had been travelling 
on foot all day, and being afraid cf robbers, want- 
d ein the night. The prieſt made 
' him 
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„ 
him a ſhort anſwer, that his houſe was not in- 


115 tended for tlie reception of clod-hoppers. Sur- 


priſed to hear ſuch language from a divine, the 
butcher expoſtulated ; repreſented that he was a 
man, no leſs than the nobleſt knight in France, 


and moreover, offered to pay any reaſonable price 
for his lodging, All the reply he Could get was 


to—go to the devil! 


As he went away, fully reſolved to be re- 
venged on the parſon, if ever he could find an 


opportunity, he perceived a flock of ſheep ap- 


proaching him, and enquired to whom they be- 


longed. “ Sir,” faid the ſhepherd, “ they are 
the property of parſon Gautier.” Miles, over- 


Joyed at this diſcovery, went and placed - himſelf _ 
behind a hedge ; and as the ſheep were filing off, 


one after another, he ſingled out the fineſt and 


beſt conditioned, and clandeftinely carried it off, 
A few minutes after, he went again and knocked 


at the parſon's door. Being aſked his bufineſs, 
and who he was, he anfwered, that he was a 
butcher from Abbeville, and was bringing a fat 


ſheep from the market of Oiſemont, which he 
would gladly give for a ſupper. This obtained 
him a very hearty welcome. tle then made the 


parſon obſerve the fine condition of the animal, 
and declared, that for his part, he wou!4 be ſatis- 
Led with the lan. After going himſclf and cut- 


ting N 
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ting it up in the kitchen, he returned, while the 
ſervant was dreſſing part of it, to converſe wich 


the parſon. 


His reverence kept a miſtreſs, wha he aways 
ſhut up in her chamber on the appearance of a 
ſtranger; and this was one reaſon for refuſing at 
firſt to open the door to the butcher. But the 


preſent of the mutton put him in ſuch good hu- 


mour, that he defired the girl to come down and 


partake of the ſupper. The evening was ſpent 
in great mirth and feſtivity. On breaking up 


from table, Gautier went up ſtairs with his lady, 


and defired the maid fervant to ſhew Miles into 
the room that was intended for him, and to ob - 
ferve that he wanted nothing. Miles, however, 
ſettled matters with the maid ſo as not to be 
obliged to lie alone; what engaged her to be fo 
complaiſant was a promiſe of the ſheep's ſkin. 


The next morning vhilſt the paſtor was gone | 


to ſay maſs, the butcher went up to the lady's 


chamber, on pretence of taking leave and thank-. 


ing her for her civilities. She had not yet riſen 


out of bed. Miles drawing aſide the clothes 
little, expreſſed his rapture at her charms, again 


made an offer of the ſheep's ſkin, and got for 
the ſame promiſe the favour he had before ob- 


tained from the maid-ſervant. After this he : 


repaired to the church to find Gautier, and made 


F2 - a pro- 
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a propofal to him of ſelling the fin, which! he faid 


would incommode him on his j Journey, for A third 
Jeſs than it was worth, The. bargain Was in- 


ſtantly ſtruck; Gautier gave him the price in 


ready money, and begged to be favoured, with 
another viſit, the next time he ſhould paſs through 
Bailleul. 


Meanwhile the parſon 5 ming had no ſooner 


icquined her right to the ſheep's ſkin, than ſhe 


went down ſtairs to take poſſeſſion, The maid, 
whoſe pretenſions were the ſame, alſo laid claim 


to it: and this gave riſe to a deſperate quarrel, 


which began with mutual abuſe, and terminated 
in blows and pulling caps. Gautier, coming in, 


was obliged to interpoſe, and to ſeparate the 


combatants. He enquired into the cauſe of their 


diſpute ; and then beginning to have ſome inſight 
into what had happened, he threatened to turn 


thera both out of doors, 
Juſt at that moment came e the werder with a 


| bewildered look, to tell his maſter, that one of 
the ſheep was miſſing, without it being pofiible 
for him to account for the loſs ; unleſs it was 


ſtolen by a fellow, who accoſted him the night 
before as he was driving the flock into fold. 


Gautier defired him to deſcribe the man; and 
found it was no other than his butcher. He then 


ineo the hide of the theep, which the ſhep- 
herd 


= o A D 
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herd perfertly 1 recollefted, The whole affair was 
ten cleared up; - and it was Found: that Miles, 
after having been lodged and feaſted by the par- 
ſon, and after having amuſed himſelf with the two 
girls, was not contents but had even contrived 
» > gt n for his Wee. ; | 
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THE PARSON's COW. 


A COUNTRYMAN on the day of the 
annunciation went with his wife to church. The 
parſon, who was called maſter Conſtant, before 
he began divine ſervice, addreſſed an homily to 
his pariſhioners, in which he vehemently exhorted 
them to charity; among other arguments in favour 
of giving for the fake of God, ſtating the return 
that would be made; “ for God,“ faid he, al- 
ways repays two-fold.” 

This reaſoning had its effect upon the coun- 
tryman. „ Wife,” ſaid he, on leaving the church, 
« did you attend to what our prieſt has juſt been 
' faying ? Since God pays with ſuch good intereſt, 
I have a mind to give away our cow for his ſake, 
Beſides the does not afford us much milk. What 
think you?“ - You will do well,” anſwered the 


wife, © if it be to get ſomething more in re- 


turn.“ 

The villager, in conſequence of this N 
nation, went to looſen his cow, and conducted 
her to the parſon, whom he entreated with uplifted 
hands to accept the gift. © It is the only one | 
| have,” ſaid he; “ I offer it to you in the name 
of God.“ At the ſame time, he put into the 
priett's 3 
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prieſt's hand the halter of the beaſt, Conſtant 


applauded vaſtly this conduct of his pariſhioner; 
| and heartily wiſhed that his diſcourſe had operated 
ſo happily on the reſt. 

When the countryman was gone, the parſon 
ordered his clerk to take the cow he had juſt got- 
ten, to the fable, and to tie its horns with thoſe 
of his own, that they might be uſed to each other. 
The clerk obeyed the order, an then returned, 
The parſon's cow continued feeding very peace- 
ably, but the other frightengg-at her aſſociate, or 
not liking the ſituation ſne was in, began to draw 


aſide and to endeavour to get away. By repcated 
tugs ſhe at laſt drew her companion out of the 


cow-houſe; and thence from meadow to mea- 
dow, and from field to field, till ſhe dragged her 
to the door of her own ſtable. The countryman, 
who ſaw them arrive together, called out his wife 


gratulated themſelves on having given their cow 
to God, and agreed that the parſon was right in 
faying, that he repaid two-fold. Nevertheleſs, 


their ſtable being too ſmall to contain both the 


beaſts, they reſolved without delay to get rid of 
the new comer, and the cn, n and led 
her to market. | 1 f 
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1 uE WOMAN. mn d v 
* PRIEST, A : „ AND A 


RANGER hs 


Isa uA 
bing man, named Conſtant 


admirers We Þ 32 {of 
e Med. They all three made 
their addreſſes, offering for her favour, the firſt 


twenty livres, the ſecond ten, and the laſt a gold 
ring. To all their ſolicitations the prudent wife 


anf\vered, that her huſband maintained her by his 


labour, and that in return ſhe contributed to his 


happinéfs; that ſhe ſhould eſteem herſelf the moſt 


eontemptible of beings, if the were to repay his 


goodneſs with infidelity. 


One day our three lovers met to take a glaſs of 


wings together. Soon being warmed by the 
liquor, they begam to talk of what was upper- 


moſt in their thoughts, that is, dame Iſabel. One 


declared that he would readily faſt forty days, to 
break it at the aer of that. tune with fo 


7. 


. | e dainty * 


NC handſome wife of an 


Þ time in the train of her 
bf the pariſh, the provoſt, and 


'4 A 1 
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dainty a morſel ; ayother, that to paſs a night 
with her, he would ſubmit to die the next morn- 
ing. The parſon, being more enterprizing, ex- 
claimed againſt their want of ſpirit, and aſſerted 
that if they would only come to a good under- 
ſtanding together, theyzgmight all three have this 


fine woman at a much eaſier rate, “ All that is 
neceſſary to be done,” A 


clown, her huſband, and either! to 
up, or oblige him to fly the c 
finds herſelf in diſtrefs, ſhe 


cation, as one who had infringed the holy canons, 


by marrying his godmother. In conſequence he 
ordered them to turn him, out of the church; 
otherwiſe the divine ferzice would be ſuſpended... 
The villager om this retired. in eonſternation. 
He went to the parſon's houſe, waited there till 
the prieſt returned home ; and conjured him with 
uplifted hands to have compaſſion on him, and to 


eure his abſolution of the archbiſhop, He 


15 5 even 


« is to ruin the 

| bcked 
y. When ſhe. 
come to us in 
her turn, and humbly accept what ſheinow rejects 
with ſo much haughtineſs.” This wicked pro- 
jet was adopted; and the three fornicators 
agreed on the part each ſhould take in it. On 
the Sunday following the paſtor mounted the pul- 
pit, and feeing Conſtant in the church, he de- 
nounced before the pariſhioners his excommuni- 
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even offered to pay for the favour before hand, 
and propoſed eight livres. The other accepted 


his offer, the more readily, as by that means he 
hoped to make the boor pay for the civilities he 
expected from the wife. 


Conſtant returned home in tears. Label em- 
bracing him affectionately, aſked him the cauſe of 
his ſorrow. She ſoon ſaw without difficulty into 
the motive of the perſecution, and comforted him 


with the affurance that ſhe would find means to 
put a ſtop to it that night. They fat down to 
table; but ſcarcely had they commeneed their 


meal, before a meſſenger arrived to ſummons 


; Conſtant before the provoſt. _ I 
© This meſſenger accuſed him of having in the 
right broke into the lord's barn, and ftolen his 
corn: and for this pretended offence, he ordered 
him to be impriſoned, and threatened that the 
next day the gallows ſhould be prepared for him, 
The unhappy man in vain proteſted that in the 
courſe of his life he had never robbed any one, 
and that he would rather die than ſteal a grain. 
His proteſtations were treated as mere falſhood ; 


and ſuborned evidence was ſet up to prove, that 
the traces of the corn were found from the barn 
to his houſe, At laſt, finding that he was to ex- 


a nothing leſs than condemnation to die; he 
Judged 


( 131 } 
judged it moſt adviſeable to compound for mercy, 
and offered the provoſt twenty livres, which he 
accepted. | 

On his way home, he Wie his ſerrant 
running towards him; this man came with the 
news that the ranger had ſeized his two oxen, 
« on account, as he ſays, “of your having laſt 
week cut down ſeveral trees in the foreſt. Con- 
ſtant then throws down his hood, and runs after 
the ranger. But this affair turned out like the 
others; the poor devil could not get back his 
eoxen, without engaging to PFs an hundred pence 
for their ranſom... 

He returned home to lament his ere 4 
but his wife made light of theſe perſecutions, 
and promiſed Conſtant to give him fhortly ample 
' vengeance on his three enemies, and to afford 
him as much diverſion at their coſt, as he had al- 
ready experienced chagrin. 

The next morning after having 3 her 
huſband, Tfbel called Galatrot her maid ſervant, 
and ordered her to warm ſome water for a bath. 
While the water was warming, ſhe acquainted 
the girl with all the particulars of her corre- 
ſpondence with the three gallants, as well. as 
with her deſign of puniſhing them; and then 
ent her to the parſon. „ You muſt tell. him in 
8 e + confidence, 


( 132" ) 
confidence,” ſaid ſhe, “ that Conſtant is obliged 


to pay twenty livres to-day, and is not in poſ- 


ſeſſion of a ſous; and that if he will come and 


bring me the ſum he laſt offered me; he need not 


fear meeting with a good reception.“ 
Galotrot was a clamſy country wench, of 4 a 


heavy, ſtupid appearance, but with a great deal of 
cunning and archnefs at the bottom. She per- 
formed her part at the parſon's ſo dextrouſty, that 


he in his tranſport embraced her and- gave her 
twenty- pence to buy a petticoat. He then went 
to his ſtrong box for the ſum required, and put- 
ting on a ſcarlet mantle, trimmed with white fur; 
he haſtened with his offering. The dame re- 
_ ceived him with great good-humour, and chatted 


with him for a little while. She then propoſed, 


before ſhe diſcharged the obligation, that they 
thould bath together. He agreed to it cordially : 
but no ſooner was he in the bath, than ſhe car- 
ried off his clothes, and put them under lock and 
key; after which ſhe e her maid fervant 
to the provoſt. | 


„ You have no claim to any farther regard 


from: me,” ſaid Galatrot, when ſhe arriyed at the 


provoſt's; « fince you ſeem to have forgot me. 


See what it is to be rich; one becomes too proud 
to ſalute one's own relations. But, for my party 
0 0 5 . have 
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1 
have no malice in my nature, and am inelined to 
return good for evil. There's my miſtreſs in the 
greateſt diſtrefs at home. She is in want of money. 
Go, and take advantage of the opportunity; but 
for your life don't ſay that I fent you.” 

The provoſt made a thouſand apologies to bis 
fat couſin for the neglect of which ſhe com 
plained; he paid her a great many compliments, 
and, what was better, gave her twenty pence as 
well as the parſon; then fupplying himſelf with 
money, he went with her and knocked at Iſabel's 
door, © Heavens | It is my hufband,” cried the 
wife. At this intelligence, the parſon leaped out 
of the bath; and, being naked, laboured under 
the moſt dreadful apprehenſions from a diſco- 
very. Not knowing where to hide himſelf, 
go,“ ſaid ſhe, © into the neut room, and con- 
ceal yourſelf in that great barrel, where you will 
find plenty of teathers. I'll cover you with this 
winnowing fan; Conſtant will never ie of 
booking e e ib e 

Iſabel had no ſooner caged her firſt Jover; than 
ſhe went to open the door for the ſecond. She 
likewiſe propoſed bathing to him, ſecured his 
clothes in the ſume manner, and then ſent. Gala- 
not to the ranger. 1 5 
_ ©* My miſtreſs gave you but an indiſernct.» re- 
5 cepti on 
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J have given her a ſmart leſſon for it, and 
have brought her to acknowledge, that your ring 
would ſuit her finger admirably. After that you 
know beſt what to do. All I wanted was to af- 
ford you a proof of wy good OR and mult return 


home immediately.“ 


The gallant, delighted with the information, 


gave Galotrot ten pence, and poſted with his 
ring to Iſabel. She being preſſed by the provoſt 
to come into the bath, began to undreſs herſelf, 
but to gain time did it as ſlowly as poſſible. At 
the noiſe made by the ranger at the door, ſhe 
ſeemed terrified, and cried out as before, © It is 


my hutband ! I am undone !” The provoſt knew 


not where to run; till ſhe directed him likewiſe 


to the large caſk. He jumps in feet foremoſt, 


and comes with violence upon the parſon, who 
had crept under the feathers to conceal himſelf, 


The latter cries out with pain. This leads them 


to a diſcovery of each other; they find that they 

are caught in the fame trap; but it was then too 
late; they could not get out, but were under 

the necellity of waiting the iſſue. 1 


Very ſoon the ſame manceuvre was played 
upon the ranger, who. joined the other two in 


the caſk.; for Conſtant to frighten him, called 


ception yeſterday,” ſays Galatrot to the foreſter; 


out 


A 
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| out from his hiding place, and came forward witls 


an axe in his hand. Ifabel. then, to be completely 
revenged, propoſed to her huſband, to fend for 
the wives of the three priſoners, one after another, 
and on the very ſpot to confer on them the ho- 
nours they had intended for him. 
Galotrot was again employed as the eng, 
Firſt arrived the parſon's wife. Iſabel, through 
civility, offers her the bath; the dame undreſſes; 
but as ſhe is going to enter the tub, Conſtant ap- 
pears, and quickly makes her expiate her huſ- 
band's offence. The provoſt and the ranger, 
who from their hiding place, are ſpectators of the 
ſcene, rally the. prieſt on it. Soon after their 
wives come, when the laugh is turned againſt 


them, and the parſon banters them in the ſame 


manner. 

But the priſoners a are not let off with this. 
Conſtant coming up to the caſk with his hatchet 
in one hand, and a candle in the other, enquires 
who threw ſuch a quantity of feathers and rubbiſh 
there, and immediately ſets it on fire. This 


makes the gentry within think in earneſt of their 


eſcape. They ſpring up, and run out of the 
houſe, whilſt he purſues them with a large ſtick, 
and ſets his dogs looſe after them. From all 


parts the cry is raiſed, and chaſe given to thoſe. 


naked 


i 

naked feathered monſters. All the bells are ſet x 
ringing. Men, women and children join in pur- 
ſuit, all ftrwing to get up with them, and each to 
ſtrike his blow. At laſt they take refuge in a 


| houſe, where they are obliged to declare who 


they are, and to ſue for mercy. Thus Conſtant, 


by the adventure got trinkets, money and amuſe- 


THE 


TH 
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THE, QUEEN THAT KILLED HER 
SENESCHAL. 


| Ix Egypt there lived i hens a king, young, 


handſome, and free from every kind of vice. 


What he was principally attached to was the 


chaſe ; his dogs, birds and horſes were the great 


ſources of his amuſement. One day, as he was 


ſtag-hunting, a dreadful tempeſt ariſing ſuddenly, 


ſeparated him from his companions in the purſuit, 


Fear and confuſion had ſcattered them ſo com- 
pletely, that not a fingle equerry or huntſman re- 


mained with the king. The royal ſportſman 
| placed himſelf under a large tree for ſhelter till 


the rain abated : and then proceeded, as chance 


directed him; every minute ſtopping to liſten for 


the ſound of the dogs or the Horn. Finding the 
night approach, and not knowing his way, he 
luckily eſpied a ſmall path, and reſolved to purſue 


it at all hazards, in hopes that it might conduct 
him towards ſome habitation, In reality it ſoon 
led him entirely out of the foreſt, and preſented 


him with the pleaſing view of a ſtrong and well 
built caſtle. | 


All the reſidents of the caſtle had already re- 
tired: to reſt ; ſo that the king was obliged to 


knock 


16 

knock and call ſeveral times. He declared him. 
ſelf a knight that had loſt his way, and aſked for 
ſhelter from the owner of the caſtle, . The pox. 
ter went immediately to call his maſter, who arg 
in halte, and came to receive the pretended knight 
at the draw-bridge. He there recognized the 
king; received him with the reſpect due to his 
ſovereign, and ordered his wife and daughter to 
dreſs themſelves with expedition and come to pey 

their reſpects to the royal gueſt. 7 
Soon after the hoſteſs entered the hall, Jeadin 
In her hand her daughter, a young lady of pv 
gious beauty. They made a low courtefy to the 
prince, who returned the ſalute with politench, 
but not without agitation : for he had no ſooner 
caſt his eyes upon the Caſtellan's daughter, than 
he was captivated with her charms. While ſup- 
per was preparing, he ſat down near the lovely 
object, and kept his eyes rivetted upon her. The 
tables were at length ſpread, and covered with I 
_ delicacies that might have provoked the moſt in- 
different appetite; but the enamoured prince 
could attend to nothing but the new object. of hi 
admiration, and was content to feaſt his eyes in 
the contemplation” of her charms, “ What per- 
| fetion,” exclaimed he to himſelf, & has natutt 
centered in this beautiful creature! What are al 
my riches in compariſon with ſo Precious a jewel; 
I can 
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| cannot reſiſt the atisfaCtion I feel in loving her, 
and if ſhe will conſent to make a return to my 
paſſion, [ en ſhall not ſcruple to place her 
upon my throne.“ 

After ſupper, the king, who was much fa- 
tigued, retired to the chamber that was prepared 
for him. Yet how much ſoever his limbs might 
want repoſe, he could not fleep the whole night, 
but paſſed it in anxious thought and amorous ſoli- 
citude. But why torment myſelf?” ſaid he at 
laſt, Does it not reſt entirely with myſelf, 
whether I marry the maid and put an end ta my 
unealineſs, Yes, aſfuredly, the father will not 
object to my propoſal, but will embrace it with 
as much pleaſure as I can make the offer.” 
Accordingly, the next day, when the loads came 
with his wife and daughter to pay their reſpects 
to the ſovereign, the latter deſired the young lady 
to fit down by him, and addreſſed himſelf thus 
to the father: My kind hoſt, I have to pro- 
poſe an huſband for your daughter, who I hope 
will ſuit you. That huſband, fir, is myſelf. I 
love the damſel, and if you will conſent to give 
me her hand, ſhe ſhall be my queen, as I expect 
that her qualifications will eorretyond with 2221 
tank and her beauty.” 

At theſe words the two parents and the FER 
ter ihrem, themſelves e at the king's feet, to thank 

bim 
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him for the favour he intended them, They 
were immediately betrothed to each other ; 11 
ſoon after the royal ſuite appeared at the gates of 
the caſtle, They had learned at laſt that the king 
Was there, having been the whole night in ſearch 

of him. The king preſented to them his deſtined 
| bride; and after a few. hours ſtay went off with 
his attendants, promiſing the parents that he 
would within three days return to celebrate' and 
conſummate the nuptials. But he firſt took the 
young lady aſide, and in his impatience to enjoy 
ſuch heavenly charms, he entreated her to favour 

him the next night with a private” interview, 
She who was all ſimplicity, had no idea but that 
the moment they were betrothed the bridegroom 
entered into full poſſeſſion of a huſband's rights; 
ſhe therefore not only complied with his requeſt, 
but even gave him a key of the ſally- port, that he 
might gain admittande unperceived, and promiſed 
to leave open the door of her chamber. Thus 
did this unſuſpecting, innocent girl, pave the way 
for her own ruin, without being aware of it, and 
by too much confidence and want of caution, 
doomed herſelf to dhe mot bitter Wogan ane 
affliction. 

Among the- feds i in the bios s ſuite, was ; his 
ſeneſchal, a man of a greedy and brutal diſpoſi- 
_ wins ae the as! in ſuch a manner, 
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us to have become univerſally hated by them. 
The monarch could not help ſpeaking to him on 


the road, concerning the object of his love, and 
particularly expreſied his eagerneſs to enjoy the 


pleaſures of the next day's aſſignation. «© Sire,“ 
faid the ſeneſchal, . I am your ſervant, and hold it 
my duty to do all that lies within my power to pre- 


ſerve your honour. Then, reflect, fir, that what 


you now propoſe would be a very ſingular abuſe of 
the ſimplicity of the girl; and to take ſs diſhonour- 
able an advantage, would in the end, inſtead of 
pleaſure, be productive of nothing but fame and 


ſorrow.” This reproof made its impreſſion on 


the king. He repented of his purpoſe, and tied 


himſelf down by a ſolemn oath not to keep the 


| affignation 3 nay, further to ſecure himſelf from 


temptation, he put it out of his own power to 


tranſgreſs, by giving the key to his confidant. - 
Now, that was exactly what the perfidious 
wretch wanted. He had been inſpired with love 


and deſire by the beautiful ſunplicity, and graceful 


charms of the young lady. His paſſion had en- 


tirely got the command of him, and in diſſuading 


the king from going to her chamber, his aim was 


to get there himſelf. By means of the key and 


the appointment that had been fixed, he eaſily at- 


tained his purpoſe. He found the chamber door 


open, and the betrothed virgin in bed. But 
ſcarcely 
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 feareely had ſhe forfeited that prechous name, be. 


fore ſhe ſuſpected ſome artifice. “. The king, 


my huſband,” faid ſhe within herſelf, « is young 
and well made. He has not the clumſy ſhape of 


this man. Ah! ſhould this be any other thay 
he, I ſhould furely die with thame and vexa- 


tion!“ 


While theſe reflections filled her mikd with 
dubious anguiſh, the ſeneſchal fell aſleep. She 
then got up ſofily, went for a light, and in the 
utmoſt apprehenſion approached the bed to exa- 


mine who was in it. Judge of her diſtraction, 
when ſhe found it was the ſeneſchal! “ The 


wretch has betrayed me !” ſhe cried ; * but let 
him have a juſt return for it.” In ſaying which, 


ſhe eſpied his ſword near the bed, and ſeizing it, 


ſtabbed him to the heart. Thus died the villain 


thus did his perfidy meet t with che puniſhment it 
deſerved. 


But now that ſhe had taken her revenge, ſome- 


thing ſtill remained to be done. It was neceſlary 
to get rid of the dead body; and that was not ſo 
eaſily to be accompliſhed. Fortunately there 


happened to be in the caſtle a female couſin of 
her's; a young lady much of the ſame age, and 
her intimate friend. She went to awake this 


confidant, and to acquaint her of the double mile 
fortune, The latter propoſed that the body 
thous 


(243-3 
ould be thrown into an old neglected well, near 


one of the turrets of the caſtle. Thither they 


iragged the ſeneſchal, not without difficulty; and 
to prevent a diſcovery, after throwing him in, 


covered him in with earth, ſtones and dung. 


They then waſhed away carefully all traces of 
blood, ſo that on the break of day there was not 


the leaſt veſtige left. As on his departure he had 


not declared whither he was going, no ſuſpicion 
aroſe of what had happened. A ſearch was made 


after him for a few days ; but all enquiries being 


ineffectual, he was s given up as loſt and ſoon for- 
gotten. | 

Meanwhile the king, flimulated by his paſſion, 
aſſembled his barons, to conſult them reſpecting 
the nuptials; and with their approbation he re- 
I turned to the reſidence of his beautiful miſtreſs, 


in knights and ladies, and the uſual celebrities 


herſelf exceedingly embarraſſed. Since the ſe- 
neſchal had raviſhed from her by artifice what ſhe 
ought to have preſerved for her huſband, ſhe re- 
lected that ſhe was not in a condition to furniſh 
thoſe proofs of virtue, which a bridegroom has a 
right to expect, She intreated then her couſin 


cupy 


whom that very day he married. The aſſem- 
blage on this joyful occaſion was numerous both 


were exhibited. But at night the queen found 


) 


to come once more to her aſſiſtance, and to o- 5 
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_ eupy her place for that night by the King's fide, 
* As ſoon as the lights are extinguiſhed,” ſaid 
| ſhe, „I will conduct you to his bed in my room; 
and when fleep has cloſed his eyes, I will come 
and reſume my fituation.” This ſtratagem fuc- 
cceded. The couſin with great complaiſance 
conſented to act the part propoſed to her: the 
king was impoſed on, and towards nd OMe > 
the night fell faſt aſleep. 

The queen was all this time upon the watch, 
full of anxiety and apprehenſion. When ſhe 
found the prince was aſleep, ſhe entered the 
chamber, and going ſoftly up to the bed, pulled 
| Her couſin by the foot, as a fignal for her to re- 
tire; but this laſt became treacherous in her 
turn, refuſed to obey it, and declared, in ſpite of 
the other's tears and entreaties, that ſhe would 
not ſtir from the bed without the king ; that ſhe 
would be queen fince ſhe had the ' honour of 
repreſenting the character. She then turned 
about to ſleep. The queen on this found it ne- 
ceſſary to keep terms no longer. She took a 
handkerchief, tied her coufirt to the bed-poft, and 
ſet fire to the clothes. The whole was quickly 
in flames. The king, awakened by the heat, 
jrmped out, faved himſelf in his ſhirt, and was 

happy to find the queen, his wife, out of danger. 


The progreſs of the fire was ſoon ſtopped ; but 
the 
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. the apartment was conſumed, and the faithleſs 
. coulin,/in, it, who.. reaped no other fruit from her 
treachery. -Fhe following day the royal couple 
took their departure, and went to the king's pa- 
hce, where they lived happily together. 
In the midſt of her happineſs, the conſcience of 
the queen reproached her with the two murders 
ſhe had. perpetrated. Nevertheleſs, ſhe had not 
the reſolution to confeſs them, To ſtifle theſe 
compunctions of remorſe, ſhe went every. day to 
maſs, built churches to the Virgin, and endowed 
convents. At length ſhe determined to eaſe her 
mind by a confeſſion: and for that purpoſe: ad- 
dreſſed herſelf to the chaplain of the palace, This 
man was a hypocrite, and had entertained a deſire 
for the queen's perſon. At the recital of the 
| tranſaQtion, he reprimanded. her ſevercly, and fig - 
nified to her that it could not be expiated any | 
otherwiſe than by death upon the pile. He gave 
her a bint, however, that a little conplaiſauce 
towards him might ſave her, She anſwered his 
propoſal with. the ſtrongeſt abhorrence and indig- 
nation, 4 If T have injured my lord. and ſove- 
; reign,” faid ſhe, < it has been innocently and 
through jgnorance on my part. Know that I am 
reſolved to preſerve. during life my fidelity to 
him; and that I would expire in the games 
ſooner chan ſully his honour and my own.“. 
G | =P he 
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The chaplain goes immediately to reveal her 
_ confeſſion to the king; and, to verify it, he con- 


ducts his majeſty to; the well, where they really 


found the remains of the ſeneſchal. Inſtantly the 
queen was ſeized, tried by the biſhops, and con- 
demned to be burnt. Already were they con- 
ducting her to execution, when ſhe implored the 
ſuccour of the Virgin, whom ſhe had ever devout- 


An aged hermit, ſent by our Lady, comes up t 
the monarch, and acquaints him that ſhe hz 


ly ſerved; and her prayers were not mes upp 


taken the queen under her holy protection. The 


king, in conſequence, ſends for his conſort. She 
arrives with her hands bound, and her eyes co- 
vered with a bandage. But on a ſudden the 
bonds were looſened and the bandage fell from 
her face ; at the ſame time a dove deſcended, and 
placed upon her head a paper, on which was 
written an account of her innocence, and the 
crime of the chaplain. "The king then embraced 
his confort, intreated her forgiveneſs, and pu- 


niſhesl the chaplain, by devoting him to the fate 


de had intended for the queen. 


THE 
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1 KNIOHT 1 HAT CONFESSED 
f 2 8 s WIFE, 
Nor far em Vire; in the diſtri of Beſſin, 
there was a family, that was held up as a model of 
concord to all the neighbourhood. The huſband, 
a worthy knight, had fo much love for his wife, 
and repoſed fo unreſerved a confidence in her, that 
he not only left her entirely miſtreſs of her own 
eonduct; but he even carried his complaifance ſo 
far, as not to enter himſelf into the moſt trifling 
undertaking, without firſt conſulting her. The 
dame enjoyed an unſullied reprtetion in the coun- 
try. Thus did ſhe paſs with her turtiz-dove many 
happy years. But all on a ſudden, ſhe was taken 
ill ſo dangerouſly as to be alarmed for her life, 
She { ent on the occaſion. for the parſon of the 
pariſh, made her confeſſion to him, and placed 1a 
his hands for pious uſes, all that belonged to her. 
Neverthelefs, not thinking one abſolution enough, 
ſhe called her huſband ; My dear lord,” faid the, 
& do me a particular favour, I have often heard 
talk of a votary of the neighbouring monaſtery, 
- whom all the world declares an holy man, In m 
prelent condition, I thould be greatly relieved in 


8 2 mind, 
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mind, if through him I could effect my reconcili- 
ation with God ; fend, I intreat you, one of your 
ſervants for him.“ “ I will not ſend,”- anſwered 
the complaiſant huſband, « but will go myſelf,” 
He accordingly mounted his horſe, and repaired to 
the monaſtery, But on the way he entered into a 
ſeries of reflections on this folly of having a ſecond 
confeſſor. Such earneſt defire of the patient incited 
his curioſity to learn the motive ; and in order to 
know it with certainty, he reſolved to return and 
put himſelf in the place of the monk. 

Being arrived at the convent, he went to pay a 
viſit to the prior. This man who was his particu- 
lar acquaintance, on ſeeing the knight approach 


ran to meet him, and ordered his horſe to be taken 


care of by a ſervant. «I think myſelf infinitel y in- 


debted to you,” ſaid he, “ for this unexpected viſit.ꝰ 


Come in, and ſince you have favoured me with the 
pleaſure of your company at laſt, I give you notice 


that I ſhall not quickly part with it,”%—« My 
good Sir,” anſwered the knight, „I am extremely 
obliged to you, and no one can be more ſenſible 


of your civility z but I cannot poſkibly reap the 
advantage of it. I muft return initantly ; and am 
only come to beg you will do me a ſmall ſervice, 
I „ant for a ſhort time, one of your robes : lend 


it to me, I pray, with your horſe and boots. l 
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will c come ITY at midnight, and return them fo 
you.“ The prior aſſented; and the knight, dreſ- 
ſing himſelf in the monaſtic habit, went in that 
diſguiſe towards his caſtle. 
In order that he might not be diſcovered, he 


took care not to get there till night, and to 
let down. his hood in fuch manner as entirely to 


cover his face. A valet aſſiſted him in diſmount- 
ing, and preſented him to one of the female ſer- 
vants, by whom he was conducted to the fick lady's 
apartment. There was no other light in the room, 
than what was afforded by a ſmall lamp, fet in the 
further end of the fire- place. Madam,” faid 
the girl, © here is the holy man you ſent for,” — 
« Introduce him to the bed--ſide,”” anſwered the 
lady, “ and leave us together. ——— = Ah! Sir,“ 
added ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to the pretended 
monk, “ how Jong have I been anxiouſly deſirous 
to ſee you. I am greatly in want of conſolation. 
Sit down, I intreat you.” “ My good lady,“ 
anſwered he in a counterfeited tone of voice, © it 
is a proof of your good ſenſe, that you are anxious 
to recover God's grace, He is the ſole arbiter of 
life and death, and can deprive us of exiſtence in 
a moment, Have confidence then in his mercy, 
and humbly make confeſſion of your faults z- but 

vide 1 none of your rranſgreflions ; for vou know 

8 8 it 
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it is written, one ſin concealed is enough to de. 
roy the foul,” —© I have many to repent of,” 


replicd the wife; © I have enjoyed a good reputa- 
tion, one that I have in ao reſpect deſerved. Alas! 
how often does it happen tl n woman for a ſingle 
overſight encounters a difzrace that is infinitely 
more my due. I have often been unfaithful to 
my huſband ; and I pray God to pardon ine for it,” 
At theſe words one may conceive the face which 
the huſband made under his hood, © Dame,” ſaid 


he, © you have been guilty of an enormous ſin. 
Are you not inſtructed in your duties? Had yo 


any reaſon to complain of your huſband ?”— No, 
Sir; but you will find very few women who pre- 


ſerve their fidelity. How young and handſome 


ſoever the huſband may be, the deſires of the wiſe 
preponderate over his love. Often he is ſo cold 
and indifferent as to neglect his duties. The wife, 
through fear of loſing his eſteem, or ſuggeſting 
ſuſpicions, dare not remind him of them; and in 
ſpite of all the reſolutions ſhe may have formed, 
neceſſity ſoon obliges her to make choice of ano- 
ther.“ And with whom have you tranſg Zreſſed!ꝰ 
demanded the huſband.— „Ah! Sir, that is w hat 
aggrayates my crime, and makes me now tremble 
. For my ſalvation. It was with the nephew of my 
| . lord. 1 loved bim to diltraction, and ſhould have 


died 
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died with grief, if I had not Seele in raiſing 
in his breaſt a reciprocal paſſion. I at length ac- 
compliſhed it, after a long trial; and it is now 
full five years that we have cohabited together,” — 
With the nephew of your own huſband | Why, 
hdy, were you not aware, that ſuch a connexion 
borders upon inceſt ?”——<T knew it, Sir; but ſuch 
is the extremity to which we women of quality 
are reduced. Surrounded by ſervants, who are 
placed as ſpies upon our actions, we are obliged, 
if we wiſh to efcape their notice, to chuſe our 
lovers among thoſe, whom they have the leaſt 
reaſon to fuſpe&, This was the caſe of my ne- 
phew. An hundred times a day could he come in 
and go out of my apartment, without giving riſe 
to any ſcandalous ſurmiſe ; 3 and of that circum- | 
ſtance I took advantage. Often have I ſhared 
with him the property of my huſband ; for I have 
acquired the entire fuperintendance in the caſtle, 
and have had all at my difpofal. If rangers come, 
they enquire after me alone: they do not ſo much 
s reflect there is a maſter, who is in fact nobody, 
and whoſe power I have annihilated. Such is the 
_ diſpoſition of women, who always aim at com- 
mand and authority.” 8 
The knight was not defirous of ag more. 
He N the lick lady penitence, and returned 
6 4 H bavwot % 
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to the prior with his habit; after which he came 


back to his own houfe, where his firſt care was, to 


turn his nephew out of doors. 


A fortunate crifis ſaved the lady. In a few 
& s, ſhe got rid of her diſorder : but one morn. 
ing, as ſhe was iſſuing her orders to the ſervants 


in her accuſtomed tone of authority, the huſband 


was irritated by her imperious behaviour, and the 
recollection of what ſhe had divulged; and riſing 
up in heat, ſaid : By what authority, Madam, do 
you aſſume this inſolence of conduct? I know, 
indeed, that it is the diſpoſition of women, end 
that they always aim at command; but when they | 


are diſloyal, they ought to bluſh in the face of the 
world, and put on a little modeſty.” 


The wife did but laugh at this effuſion of rage, 


and anſwered with wonderful calmneſs: & Trying 
ſpirit as thou art ! thinkeſt thou that thy artifices 


art not to be detected? A fine ſtratagem to put on 
the appearance of a monk! It was neceſſary then 


at the ſame time to change both voice and coun- 


tenance. Confeſs at leaſt that I have had tolerable 


revenge, Another, perhaps, in my ſituation, on 


ſeeing you come in that diſguiſe to extort ſecrets _ 
from ſick people, would have torn out your eyes. 
For my part, I was deſirous of punithing your 


treachery in a different manner. Nevertheleſs, 


6 | . Sir, 
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Sir, in amuſing myſelf at your expence, I found 
means to give you a few ſeaſonable hints. Your 
nephew, for inſtance, coſt us a great deal of money. 
If I had propoſed to ſend him away, you- and he 
together would have conteſted it with me. But I. 
uſed a more conciſe method, and in a moment he 
was ſent about his buſineſs, You forget ſome- 


times, my good Sir, that you have certain duties 


to perform; and although, as you well know, I 


am not very ſtrict in requiring the diſcharge of 
them, yet you will do well to have them now and 


then in recollection. In fine, you place on me an 


abſolute reliance ; I am certainly much obliged to 


you for your good opinion, and {hall always endea- 
vour not to abuſe it; | but would it not be more 


becoming ſometimes to put on the Air of a 
man, that knows ſomething of his own affairs? 
If you had loſt me, for example, what would you 


| have done at this inſtant? It was not my intereſt 


but yours that I conſider in all this; for, notwith- 
ſanding your provoking reproof,, I cannot help 


loving you. As for my conduct, it is irreproach- 


able, I can boldly walk with my head upright,. 
and do not fear under heaven a living perſon, who: 
can boaſt of being able to put me to tha bluſh,” | 

The knight could not do otherwiſe. than, yield 
to ſuch. plauũble arguments. Ile acknowle Aged 
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the injuſtice of his ſuſpicions, and aſked pardon 
for them with great humility ; and, impreſſed with 
admiration for ſo reſpeRable a wife, he became 
ſtill more ſubmiſſive than he had been before. But 
when the affair was known in the neiohbourhood, 
it gave rife among the . people to a er 
5 of Ts” 


(335 7 


THE WIFE 0 f ORLEANS. hl 


Fous ſchojues baile come 1 to fich thei 
ſtudies at the univerſity of Orleans. One of them 


conceived a violent inclination for a merchant 's 


wife in the town, and he fought by every method 
to introduce himfelf to the lady. He at laſt ac- 
compliſhed his point, and was even fo fortunate as 


to pleaſe her; but his aſſiduity and the repetition 


of his viſits excited ſome degree of jealouſy in the 
huſband ; who, to know whether there was any 
real ground for his ſuſpicions, ſet a little, niece, 


whom he had brought up in his family, to watch 


them. 


The young girl was che better wid to the 


taſk aſſigned her, on account of their paving no 


miſtruſt of her. One day as the ſcholar b. eſſed 


the dame to appoint a mecting, © I cannot for the 


preſent,” ſaid the wife; ut have patience. It 


will not be long before my huſband {-ts out upon a. 


journey. We ſhall then have opportunities enough 
to ſee one another; and they will be further fact- 


litated by the convenience with which. } ſhall be 


able to let you in, without . perceived, through 
the garden gets. 
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Unfortunately for them this converfation was 
overheard by the little ſpy, who went inime- 
diately with the intelligence to her uncle. He, on 
being acquainted with their deſign, reſolved that 
very day to lay his plot for detecting the lovers; 
and pretending that he was obliged to go to a fair, 


gave notice to his wife, that he ſhould ſet off the 
following day. 


He accordingly took his departure ; but at night 
returned to Orleans, and favoured by the darkneſs, 


went and took his poſt at the garden gate; not 
« doubting but the ſcholar had received notice to re- 
pair to it. His conjecture was well founded. At 
the appointed hour the dame went to open the 


gate. There ſhe met with her huſband ; and, in 
the perſuaſion that it was her lover, ſhe embraced 
him and took him by, the hand to conduct him to 


her chamber. The other, leſt he ſhould be diſ- 


covered, followed in ſilence, concealing his face 
with the hood of his cloak. 


But it were eaſier to deceive wen Arguſe 
than a ſingle woman. Too much precaution in 


her man inſpired the dame with miſtruſt, She 


ſtopped a little to examine him, and found it to be 
no other than her own huſband. "Then, with an 
extraordinary preſence of mind, ſhe ſaid to him, 28 
if ſhe thought herſelf addrefing the gallant: « How 
. | Glad 


(7 3 


| glad 1 am, my dear Sir, that you have obſerved 


punctually our appointment. Nevertheleſs, I 
cannot enjoy the pleaſure of your company, till 
all the family are gone to bed. But come along 


with me; I will in the mean time hide you ſome- 


where; and, as ſoon as a am neee will come 


and find you.“ 


It ſometimes happens that the aſs has one thing 


in contemplation, and the driver another; and that 
was what the jealous huſband experienced on 
the preſent occaſion. He reckoned on catching 


his wife in a ſnare, but was himſelf caught in it. 


The cunning woman led him to a lower room, 
in which he thut him up; and returned to the 


garden gate, where ſhe found the ſcholar; who, 


to ſay the truth, met with a more contin recep- 
tion than the huſband. 

After a few careſſes, which it would be hard 
for two lovers, wo had fo long wiſhed for a meet- 


ing to refrain from, the dame went down ſtairs to 


ſpeak to her ſervants: © You have ſeen,” ſaid 


ſhe, « one of the ſcholars come frequently to my 


houſe. It is I know not how long that I have 
been teazed with his importunate courtſhip ; and 


till this moment have I been puzzled, whatever 
means I have tried, to get rid of him. But at laſt 


= patience being a exhauſted, T have, in 


order 


| 
| 
| 
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order to cure him of his paſſion, appointed a ſham 
rendezvous in the abfence of my huſband. He 
is now actually ſhut up in one of the lower cham- 
bers. Here is the key. Go and chaſtiſe him az 
he deſerves ; that he may never again be ſeized 
with an inclination to debauch women of charac- 
ter. If you perform your buſineſs well, I pro- 
miſe that you ſhall all have plenty of go wine to 
regale with on your return.“ 

This rouſed the whole family, Every one in 
the houſe, footman, cook, and chambermaid, 
young niece herſelf, with two nephews of the 
merchant, ſpring up; and providing themſelves 

with canes and whips, they ruſhed into the lower 
chamber, and wrapping up the merchant's head 
in his hood, to prevent him from giving the alarm, 
they laid upon him without mercy. The unhappy 
wretch, after a ſevere beating, was driven out of 
the houſe, and thrown upon a dung-hill.. The 
wife in recompence, treated them all on. their re- 
turn with good wine of Auvergnat. She then 
went quietly to ſupper with her gallant, 

As for her huſband, this diſcipline had brought 
him into fo deplorable a condition, that the next 
day it was necellary for hun to be carried into the 
houſe. His »viſe, as they brought him in, ran with 
terror in her looks, and aſked him, what misfor- 
| | | | tune 
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tune had befallen him? He told her, that he had 
been attacked on the road by robbers, and left 
half dead upon the ſpot. She prepared immedi- 
ately a medicinal bath for ws reception. With 
care and good advice, he ſoon got well, Amidſt 
all his ſufferings, he thought hi-nſelt at leaft for- 
tunate in having acquired, though at ſore ex 

pence, a thorough knowledge of his wife's vir- 
tucs ; and thence forward e towards her 
not leſs eſteem than love. | 
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THE PARSON'S LEGACY. 


I NSTEAD of the fables. and Eons com- 


monly retailed, hear the hiſtory of a parſon i in the 


vicinity of Antwerp. 


His cure was toicrably good; od wich 2 ſpirit 


of ceconomy, that would not ſuffer him to ſquan- 


der away his ſubſtance as many do, in luxurious 


or idle expences, it enabled him in time to amaſs 
aà good fortune. But neither his prudence, nor 
his riches could avert the ſtroke of death. He 
became dropſical; and having no hopes of re- 
covery from the phylicians whom he conſulted, 


he made up his mind; allotted to pious and cha- 
ritable purpoſes all that belonged to him, not 
ove: looking the diſpoſal of the molt minute article 


of furniture in his houſe; and after he had ſet- 

tled all his affairs and quieted his conſcience, he 

thought of nothing but dying in ae. 
In this conjuncture, there came brother Lewis, 


and brother Simon, two Dominicians of Ant- 
werp, who preached in the neighbourhood, and 


had been often entertained at the parſon's houſe. 


They reckoned, on this occaſion, to find, as 


uſual, good fare and comfortable lodging ; ; but 
for once, they were diſappointed ; and were ob⸗ 


liged 


« (1660: }-; 


liged to go farther for a dinner. Nevertheleſs, 
they made enquiry concerning the particular cir- 
cumſtances of the ſick man's diſorder; they felt 


too far gone for hope; and that the evil had in- 
creaſed to ſuch a pitch, that it would be n 
ble to ſtop the growth of it.. % 4H 


cconomiſt all his life, ought to have plenty of 


undertook the office. 
He returned then to the patient, a: begin 


his pulſe, examined his arms, his legs, his body; 
and with a compaſſionate air, agreed that he was 


As they were going out, it occurred to their 
reflection, that the parſon, having been a ſtrict 


money in his coffers; and they formed a project 
for ridding him of a part of it.“ We want 
twenty livres for our library, ſaid they to each 
other; “ if we could get them out of this bloated 
divine, we ſhould meet with a hearty welcome 
from the prior of the convent.” This idea made 
ſo ſtrong an impreſſion on them that they reſolved 
to follow it up; and in, conſequence, brother 
Lewis, as the moſt perſuaſive mower” of the bo Re} | 


with the inſinuating language of devotion to dif- 
courſe on death and repentatice ; he exhorted the 
ick man to think of the ſalvation of his ſoul, and 
to redeem his paſt offences by charitable dona- 
tions, «That has already been my care,” anſwered 
"y dying man. Of all my worldly poſſeſſions, 
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there is none that J have not given or bequeathed 
for the love of God; and every thing abo me, 
to tho Vp bed you ſee me ) ying on, Bas its af. 
ſignment.“ —© What, Sir, have you given a Var 

| all!” cried the monk in aſtoniſhment. Kron 
you not, that to pleaſe God, it is not enouch to 0 
acts of charity; but that we ſhould, according w 
the expreſſion of the ſcriptures, examine how we 
do them ?- I could not eaſily err in that pat. 

_ ticular,” replied the parſon. “ This village ba 
fed me to the preſent hour; and to it I have be- 
queathed my ſtock of grain, which may be worth 
ten livres. I have in it ſome needy relations, to 

_ whom I make the bequeſt of my flocks and ny 
cattle. I have not forgotten the orphans nor the 
ſick ; I have left, beſides, the Beguines a legacy, WM on 
and the Cordeliers an hundred pence,” —« Thee I for 
diſpoſals are indeed extremely meritorious,” {ad Wl toy 
the Jacobine ; © but it ſeems you have over- Ml {aid 
looked our brotherhood ! a convent full of b m0 
many religious and holy perſons, who faſt inceſ- W Ih 
ſantly, wear no linen, and every day offer up their WM Id 
prayers for you © Ah, brother, God will not have WW ent 
mercy on you. ſpe 
The prieſt, ſomewhat aſtoniſhed at this la- ef 
guage, anſwered that he was very unfortunate in WI thi 
having been ſo precipitate; but that it was now, it 
to his , -regret, too late Lag repair his“ dehici- BY be 
ene ) * 
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ency ; that he had now nothing left fo give; not 
1 fartiing, not a ſingle grain. The two monks 
weul not ſo eaſily give up their point; but re- 
turned to the attack. They propoſed to have 


the will cancelled, and to have the diſpoſal of 


ſome of the legacies altered, that they might come 
in for a ſhare. If they might be believed, this 
was the moſt adviſeable bequeſt for one in his 
ſtuztion z and in ſuggeſting it to him, they 
avowed, that they had leſs regard to the wants of 


their monaſtery, however preſſing they might be, 


than to the tender folicitude wacd felt for the _s 
ration of his ſoul. _ 


This ſhameful and eiten de vidity ; 
raiſed the indignation of the parſon. He reſolved 


on puniſhing the two canting hypocrites, and be- 


ee his death, to divert, at their expence, the 
townſmen of Antwerp. My good brethren,” 


faid he, after appearing to have been for a few 


moments abſorbed in reflection, 10 I confeſs that 
I have ſtill remaining a precious jewel, of which 


[ did not take notice ; but it is an article that I 


cafinot poſſibly part with before I die: and de- 


ſperate as my condition appears, I could not think 
of giving it up for 'a hundred marks 'in gold, if 
they were offered for it. I will, however, leave 
It to you, after I am gone; and I thank God for 


karing bent you” here, while'I-am yet alive, e 


urge 
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5 | 5 Ann at eit ne "Fans 
urge me to the accompliſhment of fo good 3 110 
| S FEED Tot. FL 7 T nl 
work. Let your prior come to-morrow, and! : 
. na | 2 . Dot of acc 
will make him a formal alignment of it. 4 
| | pn 


The monks, delighted at this promiſe, took 
their departure. On their arrival at the won. 
tery, they had a chapter aſſembled; there gave z 
relation of the happy effects their zeal had ope· 
rated; and required, to celebrate their good for. 
tune, a feaſt that very night in the hall, This 
demand was ſeconded with great ardour, and 
unanimouſly aſſented to. The prior ſent out for 
all kinds of delicacies, Inſtead of the wines in 


himſel 
oferec 
Nicho 
men 
Mirth 
piddy, 
com 


lane 


common conſumption, he ordered the very beſt * 
and oldeſt the town could ſupply. They es- 42 
rouſed and ſang, and drank to their dropfica ES 
benefactor, as well as to brother Lewis, who, 
puffed up with the ſueceſs of his eloquence, mad: ue 
an effort to preferve an air of modeſt difidence, * 
All this while the bells of the church were | wp 
_ ringing in peals, as if the body of a faint had ar- 
rived; The neighbours, ſtunned with the nciſe bo 
enquired what feſtival they were celebrating. In _ . 
the midſt, however, of their holy orgies, brotde: * 
Lewis, in the true ſpirit of a conſummate politi- W 
cian, whom neither glory nor pleaſure can divert Is 
from the ſteady proſecution of his deſign, brought Re 


back the conſideration of his brethren to the be 
5 5 viſions 


203 


jiſions ſhould be made for the next day's journey. 


of accompliſhing the work himſelf, he was of 


timſelf the trouble of going to the village; and 
offered himfelf to return there with brothers Giles, 


For his own part, being cager to have the honour 


opinion that it was needleſs for the prior to give 


7 Nicholas, William, and Robert. Full power was 
5 given him to ſettle this matter as he pleaſed, 
Mirth and wine together had rendered them ſo 
1 ziddy, that whatever he had thought proper to re- 
commend would have been honoured with the 
r 
þ lame implicit aſſent. . 
6 The following day, on the firſt 0855 of the 


you are welcome: I have not forgot the promiſe 
mich I had made yetterday to brother Lewis. 


morning, the five aſſociates ſet out, and never 
topped till they arrived at the village; ſo appre- | 
henfive were they of coming too late and finding 
tie parſon dead. They ſaluted him devoutly in the 
Lord's name, and aſked him if he did not find him 
KIF a little eaſier. „Alas! my worthy brothers,” 
be anſwered; m y hour approaches; nevertheleſs 


Let one go to the town; it will be proper to bring 1 
he mayor and the ſheriffs, that they may witneſs 


rt le grant, aud thus prevent my one from conteſt⸗ 5 


| ing it with Jou. 


1 This was. a freſh fally ths un 8 . 6 
„ ive them the trouble of another march. The 
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five monks all ſmoaking with perſpiration, wi 
their mouths open and tongues hai ow, lol 
ed like zreyhounds that had been, all day « It. tis 
chace. Brother Giles and brother Robert, c . 
thelets, offered to return to Antwerp; and, nu 
withitanding their fatigue, ſet out again upon tie 
expedition. At length, after a few hours hai 
clapſed, they arrived with the magiſtrates. 
Ihe parſon, after paying his reſpects. to; theſe 
officers, and deſiring them to fit down, addrefled 
them in the following words: © I was yeſterday, 
gentlemen, as you aow behold me, lying on this 
painful couch, when brother Lewis, whom you 
fee before you, came with one of his aſſoc ines to 
take up his lodging in my houſe. Like a worth 
preacher of God's word, he exhorted me to death 
and repentance ; and, above all, to redeem my tins 
by a legacy to his convent. . He repreſented is 
me, through zeal for my ſalvation, that if I dd 
not ane them ſometiiing, God would have 
no mercy on me; when J, on my part, like à true 
Chriftian, who is anxious for the future welfare of 
his foul, recolleced that I had ſtill left fome- 
thing very valuable, which I might preſent te 
them. | declare then, in your preſence, gentle- 
men, that from this moment 1 bequeath it t0 
them in full right to have and hold it after n 
deceaſe.“ = 


Tue 


(9): 
The monks hardly knew what to think of this 
heech, half ſerious and half ironical, They pre- 
ended, however, not to underftand the reprovf, 
which the parſon's ſneer had.conveyed ; and bro- 


ther Lewis, the orator of the embaſly, preſſed the 
hing man to declare at once to the magiſtrates, 
what this valuable bequeſt was: „My good Sirs,” 
ſad he, © it is my bladder, of which I deſire them : 
to make a purſe to go about and receive their le- 
gries in. My diſorder muſt have made it large: 
vin hold a good deal; and 1 wiſh them ſucceſs 

a filling it.” 

Wl At theſe words, all who were ha, magi- 
frates, attendants, and others, ſet up ſo loud and 
hearty a laugh, that the monks withdrew in con- 
fuhon, curſing brother Lewis and his eloquence. 
| What happened at their return to the monaſtery, I 
ennot ſay; but know that the affair was ſoon. 
erculated through the town of Antwerp, and had 
ſich an effect, that for a long time no Jacobine 
could bew his face in it. 5 
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THE CITIZEN OF ABBEVILLE, 


A! RI CH trader of Abbeville, having got 
entangled in diſputes and law-ſuits with a very 
powerful family, formed the reſolution, i in order 
to prevent his utter ruin, of emigrating from his | 
native place, and ſettling with his wife and family 
at Paris, There he rendered homage to the king, 
and became his ſubject. The knowledge that he 
had acquired of buſineſs, of Which he took the 
advanta age to carry on a little traffic, afforded 
kim the means of adCing ſomething | to his pro- 
Perty. He was much beloved in the neighbour- 


hood for his civility and plain dealing. How ealy un 
is it, when one wiſhes it, to gain the good opi- Ln 
nion of the world! all that is requiſite, is a fin- | M 


cere intention; in general it does not coſt 2 
farthing. : * 

Thus did our honeſt citizen paſs feven year in 
his new reſidence, at the expiration of which, 
God was pleaſed to take away his vife. For 
thirty years they had been” united, without ever 
having the leaſt difference. The ſon for ſcveral 
days was fo greatly afflicted at the loſe, that his 
father was n to try all in his power to con- 
ſol 


ſole the youth. ©« Your mother is gone,” ſaid he, 
« it is a misfortune that cannot be remedied, Let 
us only pray God to have mercy on her: our tears 


will not reſtore her to us. For my own part, all I 


can expect, is very ſoon to go and join her. At 
my age we muſt not Jook far forward. It i is in 


you, my ſon, that all my hopes center. All my 
relations and friends are left behind me in Pon- 


teu; and I ſhall never expect to ſee any of them 
more. Strive to improve yourſelf, and to become 


an accompliſhed youth. If I can find a young 


lady, of good birth and character, whoſe family 


may furniſh us with an agrecable ſociety, I will 
give her whatever portion may be 3 and 
vill end my old days with her and you.“ 


Now in the ſame ſtreet with our citizen, and 
Amoſt directly oppoſite, lived three brothers, 
knights and gentlemen, both by the father's and 


the mother's ſide, and all three eſteemed for their 
valour. The eldeſt was a widower, and had 2 


daughter. The whole family was poor : not that 
they were originally without fortune; but, in 2 
moment of difficulty, having been obliged to have 
recourſe to uſurers, their debt, by the rapid accu- 
mulation of intereſt, had amounted to three thou- 
land livres, for which their property was either 
pledged or taken in execution: very little remain- 

ing with 8 father, beſides the houſe in which he 
. FT ny reſided, 


ä —U— — — —— p_ ” 6 - - — a — 
— — — RI. 8 1 ——_— G —— a - 
I 8 N 3 ee pa Y * 83 
i Sos ber nn PPP SF ALAS.” 


( 270 ) | 
reſided. This was ſo good, that he might eaſily 
have let it for twenty livres. He would rather 

have ſold the houſe, had it been in his power; but 
it had been his wife's an and reverted to 
the daughter. 
The citizen went to demand the girl in mar- 
riage of the three brothers. They, before they 
gave him their anſwer, deſired to know what 
was his fortune. © In money and effects,“ 
ſaid he, I am worth fifteen hundred livres; al 
which I have honeſtly acquired. Half of it I wil 
give 1mmetliately,to my ſon; and the other half 
| ſhall: go to him after my death.” “ Honeſt 
friend,” replied the brothers, © that will not do. 
You now promiſe, that you will leave your fon 
| half of your property after your deceaſe; and 
| you promiſe it in ſo ingenuous a manner, that we 
have no reaſon to doubt your fincerity. But be- 
"tween that and the preſent time, you may take it 
into your head to be made a Monk or a Templar; 
and then all muſt go to the Convent; your grand- 
children will not come in for a doit.“ 
The three brothers then required that, before 
the contract was concluded, the citizen ſhould 
make an entire grant of all his property; other- 
wiſe they would not agree to the marriage. The 
good man did not at firſt fully approve theſe con- 
ditions; but paternal affection getting the better 


( 372 ) 
at length of his ſcruples, he conſented ; and in 
the preſence of ſome witneſſes, who were con- 
voked on the occaſion, he relinquiſhed and re- 
nounced ſolemnly all his effects, not leaving him- 
ſelf wherewithal to purchaſe a dinner. Thus did 
he pave the way to his own miſery, by throwing 
himſelf into an entire dependance on his children. 
Alas! if he had been aware of what awaited him, 
he would have been careful how he Gevoted him- 
{elf to ſuch privation. 
The young couple ſoon had a ſon; kü as he 
grew up, gave the molt flattering teſtimonies of a 
great fund of good ſenſe, and many amiable qua- 
lities In the mean while, the old man lived, 
ſometimes better and ſometimes worſe, at his ſon's 
houſe. He was juſt tolerated, becauſe he ſtill 
| gained ſomething by his induſtry. But with years, 
his infirmities increaſed ; and, when he was no 
longer able to work, they began to conſider him 
as an incumbrance. The wife, eſpecially, being 
of a proud, haughty diſpoſition, could not bear 
him, Every day ſhe threatened to leave the houſe, 
unleſs he was removed; and ſhe became ſo impor- 
tunate with her huſband upon this head, that he, 
like an ungrateful monſter, forgetting the debt of 
gratitude and of nature, went to intimate to his 
unhappy father, that it was neceſlary for him to 
ſeek an aſylum in ſome other place. 
0 H“ . 00 What, | 
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„What is it you tell me, ſon?” cried the 


old man. © What, have I given you the produce 


of ſixty years labour, and eſtabliſhed you in afflu- 


_ ence, to be turned out of my own houſe ! Will 


you puniſh me then for the exceſs of my paternal 
Jove? In the name of God, my dear ſon, I conjure 
you not to let me die of want. You know that I 
am unable to walk; grant me at leaſt ſome uſeleſs 
corner in your houſe. * I aſk neither for a bed, nor 
for the proviſions of the table. Alittle ſtraw thrown 
under a ſhed, with ſome bread and water will fa- 


tisfy me. At my age life requires ſo little! and, 
beſides, with all my infirmities and cares, I can- 


not poſlibly be long a burthen to you. If you 


are diſpoſed to give alms in expiation of your ſins, 


let it be to your father; can any charity be more 


praiſe-worthy ? recollect, my dear ſon, what bring- 
ing you up in the courſe of thirty years coſt me; 


think of the bleſſings that God has promiſed to 


thoſe that have regard to their parents here on 
earth; and dread his eternal anger, if you ſhould 


venture to be yourſelf the murderer of your 
father,” SD 
This pathetic ſpeech cauſed an emotion in the 


| ſon 3 he nevertheleſs alledged the averſion and diſ- 
content of his wife; and, for the ſake of family 


quiet, required the old man's departure. “ Where 


would you have me go,” replied the father? will 


ſtrangers 
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frangers receive me, when my own ſon turns me 
out of doors? Without money, without reſource, 
I muſt then beg the bread neceſſary for ſubſiſt- 
ence.” As he ſpoke, the old man's face was 
bathed with tears. He took, however, the ſtick i 
that helped him to keep himſelf erect; and, riſing, 
prayed God to forgive his ſon. But before he 
went out, he aſked a laſt favour. “ The winter,” 
faid he, “ is approaching; and if I am condemned 
to exiſt till then, I ſhall have nothing to defend 
me from the cold. My coat is in rags. In return 
for the many that I have been obliged to provide 
jou with during your life, grant me one of yours. | 
I require only one of the worſt, one that you have 
entirely caſt off.” This ſlender boon was alſo 
denied him. The wife anſwered, that there Was 
no coat in the houſe that would ſuit him. He 
then intreated that they would at leaſt give him one 
of the horſe's body-cloths ; when the ſon finding 
that he could object no longer, made the young 
boy a ſignal to bring one. 
This youth could not ſee, without being deeply 
affected, the diſtreſs of his grandfather. He was 
now ten years old, and was endowed, as was ſaid 
before, with many amiable qualities. He went 
and took out of the ſtable the beſt of the houſings, | 
which he cut into two parts, and brought one of 
them to the old man, © All then are conſpired to 
Hz. bee 
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ſeek my death,” faid he ſobbing. 


rections he had received. 


(174 


« had ob. 
tained the promiſe of that poor ſolace, and yet ! 
am envied the whole of it!” The ſon could not 
avoid reproving his boy for going beyond the di- 


« Pardon me, Sir,“ ſaid 
the youth 


ſecond your deſign. As for the other half of the 


horfe-cloth, it ſhall not be loſt: I intend keep · 


ing it to give it to you, when you are old.“ 
So well contrived a rebuke had its effect on the 
ungrateful ſon. He perceived his fault; and aſk- 


ing pardon of his father, led him once more into 


the houſe, put him in poſſeſſion of his former pro- 
perty, and thenceforward behaved towards him 


with the reſpect and 5 due to his age and 
condition.“ 


Remember this tory, ye fathers, who have chil. 


dren to marry. Be wiſer than this old man; and do 


not like him precipitate yourſelves into a gulph, 


from which you may find it impoſſible to be extri- 


cated. Your children, no doubt, will have a re- 
gard for you; and you ought to be perſuaded of 


it: but the ſureſt method is not to truſt to it. 
Whoever reduces himſelf to a dependence on 


others, expoſes himſelf to a great deal of ſorrow. 


THE 


but I thought that you wanted to 
kill your father as foon as poſſible, and I wiſhed to 


TH 


n 
THE ILL-CUT MANTLE, A COMIC 
STORY. 


A T Whitfuntide, King Arthur held a very bril- 
lant court; for he had ſummoned all the princes, ö 
dukes, counts, and barons, his vaſſals; and as he 
intended to have a ſplendid tournament, they were 
all deſired to bring their wives or miſtreſſes 
dong with them. This was accordingly done; 
and there was ſo great a concourſe of nobles 
and knights, with their dames and damſels, that 
ſo fine an aſſemblage had n never before been ſeen in 
Brittany, 

All were diſpoſed, on this feſtive occaſion, to to 
indulge themſelves in gallantry, mirth, and joy; 
and it, doubtleſs, would have happened ſo, beyond 
parallel and without alloy, had not the fairy Mor- 
gana, through envy of the queen's beauty, and 
jealouſy of the Sieur Lancelot, whom ſhe loved, 
formed a deſign, by her enchantment, to diſturb 
the peace of this charming aſſembly. Perhaps, 
the queen had invited her to the feaſt, the miſ- 
chief had not happened. 

Already were the tables placed, and prepared 
for dinner, the king engaged in converſation, at a 
H + is window, 
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window, with the Sicur Gauvain, when they de. 
ſcried a young gentleman, coming on, hori-back, 


and bearing : a fine valiſe of crimſon velvet, tied up 


carefully. As ſoon as he had diſmounted, he took 
his valiſe under his arm, walked up the ſteps of che 
palace and entered the hall. The company made 


way for him, and he, approaching towards the ding, 


with bended knee, addreſſed him thus: Sire, 1 am 
fent to you from a lady of diſtinction, who loves 
you; ſhe has a requeſt to make of you, and before 
I declare what it is, I aſſure you, on her part, that 


in aſſenting to it, you will not render yourſelf liable 
either to reproach or evil.” The king bowed his 
bead and ſaid: © Friend, I grant your miſtreſs's 


ſuit.” The gentleman thanked hua in his lady's 


name, and opened the valiſe. 


It may be imagined that the king and al his 


company were very deſirous to know what it con- 


tained. The meſſenger, on opening drew out of 
it a mantle, for richneſs and elegance ſuperior to 


= thing that yet had been diſplayed in that king- 


dom. Nor are we. to wonder at the ſurpriſing 


| beauty of the mantle; it was the workmanihip of 


a fairy, and had by enchantment the virtue of dif- 
covering the infidelity of all dames and damſels; 
for it would ſit on none, without being either too 


long or too- 5 who had been diſloyal to their 


lord 
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lord or lover. It was a contrivance of the miſ- 


chievous Morgana, that the queen and the ladies 


might expoſe themſelves by wearing it. But if 
they had known the quality of the ſilk it was made 
of, never would they have choſen to appear in the 


ſame room with it. 
The gentleman, employed by the fury: as her 


meſlenger, then preſented it to the king, explain- 


ing to him its virtues, and adding: “ Sire, the 


favour that my lady ordered me to requeſt of you, 

and which you have been pleaſed to grant, is, that 
there be no dame or damſel in your court exempt- 
ed from putting on the mantle; and to her, on 


whom it ſhall appear neither too long, nor too 
an ornament to her all her life.“ 

greatly concerned. But it was then too late; and. 
it was neceſſary to comply. Gauvain then ob- 


and all the. ladies ſhould be ſeat for.“ “ Do you. 
then go upon that errand,” anſwered: the king; 


xcordingly went to find the queen, and told her, 


H 8 might. 


ſhort, my lady makes it a prevent, that it + nay be 
When the king perceived that he CE an; 
irefragable promiſe. of ſuch tendency, he was 


ſerved to him: Sire, ſince it muſt beſo, the queen 


for I am reſolved to keep my promiſe.” Gauvain. 


that the king deſired ſhe would attend him iii the | 
ball, with. all her beautiful companions z z that it, 


oy 
might be determined, which was the moſt hand. 


ſome, to whom his majeſty was'to make a preſent, 
He took care nor to divulge the qualities of the 
_ mantle ; otherwiſe not one would have attended 


the ſummons, 

The queen, then, with her noble company, 
came before the preſence of the king; who, ſpread- 
ing out the mantle, ſaid: “ Madam, I give this 
fine robe to the lady whom it will beſt fit in this 
aſſembly.” He ſaid not another word, and wiſhed 
he had as little to do in the buſineſs. The queen, 
obſerving the extraordinary beauty of the robe, 
coveted it moſt heartily, and threw it upon her 
ſhoulders to try how it would fit; when it was 
found to be a little too ſhort before, though be- 
hind it was quite long enough, 

Meflire Ivain, who perceived the queen change 
colour, (for from the laughter of the bye-ſtanders, 
ſhe ſurmiſed ſome hidden pleaſantry) addreſſed her 
thus: © Madam, I think this mantle is not long 


enough for you; let that young lady near you t'y 


it.” The damſel took it and put it on with ala- 
crity; but it was too ſhort by more than half a 
foot. Meffire Queux, who was the moſt vain- 
glorious buffoon in the king's houſhold, faid to 


the queen, © Madam, you are more loyal than 
Ba Ne Meflire Queux,” ſaid the queen, 


1 what 
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« what do you mean by oe expreſſion I beg 
you will explain it to me.“ 

He then related to her majeſty every particular 
of the affair. The queen was poſſeſſed of pru- 
dence ; and ſaw at once, that if ſhe betrayed anger, 
her ſhame would only be more flagrant, «She 
therefore pretended to laugh it off, as. one of 
Morgana's curious tricks; and though the would 

much rather not have been preſent at this cere- 
| mony, yet ſhe called out with a good-humoured 
countenance, Come, ladies, what do you wait 
for? why heſitate, ſince 1 arſt thewed the ex- 
ample ? FP 

' Meffire Queux, who was s quite delgbted to * 
the poor ladies entangled in this manner, cried, 
„ladies, come forward; and prove this day your 
fdelit7 to all thoſe ill-fated knights, who, for 
your ſakes, undergo ſo many hardſhips.” —When 
they heard theſe words, not one but heartily 1 wiſhed 
berſelf at home. They all refuſed to try on the : 
robe; and the king, taking pity on them, ſaid to 
the meſſenger : „Friend, I imagine you may take 
back your mantle ; for it ſcans to be fo ill-made, 
that as far as I can ſee, it vill not fit any one of 
theſe ladies. “ Ah, Sire,” anſwered the A . 
I claim the performance of Jour promiſe : A 
955 $ word | is always held acred.” Es 
5 « At 
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: At that moment there was not in the whole 
court a wife or miſtreſs whoſe countenance was 


ſteady and ſpirits unmoved. All were ſo polite 


as to decline the priority of trial, in favour of each 
other. The queen obſerved Meffire Queux very 
buſy with his raillery. She called to him, and 
laid: Meſſire Queux, «try it on your own wife, 

without ſo much noiſe and buſtle; we ſhall fee 
| how it becomes her.” Now he was married to 
| a very fine woman, inveſted with a high poſt in 
the queen's houſhold ; in whom he had ſuch con- 


fidence, that he thought if ſhe was unfaithful, 


| there could be no ſuch thing as fidelity in the 
world. He called her inſtantly: « Come, my 
love, to day ſhall you make known your worth, 
and be proclaimed the mirror of wives: take that 
| mantle boldly, and put it on: for I believe it was 
made for you alone.“ His wife anſwered, ©] 
. think it more adviſable to leave it to thoſe ladies 
near me; they will imagine that I claim it through 
pride or te, TRE and will owe me no good will 

on that account.” Never mind that, my dear,” 
replied the huſband ; © for I vow, however they 
may be offended, you ſhall be the firſt to try it.” 
He then without more ado himſelf, threw it upon 
her back, But this vile mantle was ſo extremely 
| ſhort behind, that it barely covered the indecent 
: on cog : Putz 
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parts, and defore it did not ranch the knee. Meſ- 
fire Queux was ſo confounded, that he knew not 
how to act; he faw it was impoſſible to cover his 
diſgrace, All were delighted with the circum- 
ſtance, on account of his malignant ſatisfaction at 
the 'embarraſlment of the ladies. Meſſire Idier 
aſked him: “ what do you mean to do with this 


mantle ? ſince it fits your wife ſo well, do you in- 

tend that ſhe ſhould keep it, or will you let the 
others have a trial“ Queux hung down his head 
in confuſion, and made no anſwer; but the wife, 
full of ſhame and vexation 1 threw it . and ran 
away. 


The Indice were 3 troubled, to. find | 


that they muſt all make an eſſay, Meſſire Lucan, 
_ a great favourite of the king, ſaid to him: © Sire, 


you ſhould have the robe tried on the miſtreſs of 


Meſſire Gauvain.“ The latter had always ſome ſuſ—- 


picion of her connection with another knight, and 
would have been heartily glad, if ſhe could be ex- 


 euſed taking a part in the game. Nevertheleſs 
the king ordered. the lady to be called; and ſhe 
could not but obey the mandate, The mantle 
was put on her, and extended ſo far behind, 
that it made a train of near a foot and a 


half, while the right lappet did not fall below the 


_ es _ Meſfire 
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- | Meffire Queux, who had for ſome time loſt the 
faculty of ſpeech, then recovered it, and expreſſed 
his ;oy, that there would be others to laugh at as 
well as himſelf. Meſſire Gauvain eyed his miſtreſs 
aſkant, with an air that by no means indicated ſatiſ- 
faction. Meſſire Queux took and ſeated her next 
his wife, ſaying, © Miſs, keep cloſe to my dame, 
for you are as good a woman as ſhe,” The king 
finding the whole court convulſed with laughter, 
could not prevent himſelf from giving way to it 
likewiſe ; and ſince it had proceeded fo far, he was 
reſolved to ſee the end of the farce, He took by 
the hand the miſtreſs of Meſſire Ivain, and obſerv- 
ed to her: «© This mantle, Miſs, ſhould of right 
be your property ; for I never heard any thing of 
you, that could refute yout claim to it.” 
The mantle was accordingly wrapped about her, 
but it made a piteous ſight : for while it lay upon 
the ground and incumbered her fect before, it juſt 


came down to the rump behind. “ Good hea- 


vens!“ cried Girflet, «here is a terrible impoſture ! 
« He muſt be mad that puts confidence in 
woman !? 5 e 
The king next vitched upon Percival's miſtreſs. 
The poor young lady ſubraicted to have the mantle 
put upon her bacx, ſince there was“ no poſſibility 
to avoid it. In fact, it fitted ſo indifferently, that 
f 5 N hs 


i 
the ſtrings broke off, and the robe flipped upon the 
ground. The damſel, in great dudgeon, left it 
lying there, and with down-caſt looks went to 
take her ſeat by the others, curſing the invention 
in her heart. The king became a little chagrined 
at the diſtreſs of the poor ladies, and wiſhed to 


drop all further inveſtigation. But the meſſenger 


refuſed to comply, and called upon him to per- 
form the promiſe that he had ſolemnly made before 
all his barons. | 
But why ſhould I prolong the ſtory ? ? the miſ- 
treſs of Meffire Tier | next tried the robe, with 
the ſame ſucceſs as the others, and was conducted 
by Queux as a proper companion for his wife. 
Finally, there was not a knight, who did not, 
to his great ſorrow and mortification, try it on 
either his wife or miſtreſs; and it was peculiarly 
unfortunate, that thoſe who had the greateſt con- 
fidence were the moſt mortified and diſappointed, 
The meſſenger perceiving that his mantle would 


fit none of the ladies, who were there preſent, 


cried out, © Sire, I intreat you, in order that I 
may be enabled fully to diſcharge my duty, that 
you will cauſe all the apartments to be ſearched, 
to ſee if. there is any lady left, at: has not yet 

| put on the mantle. 
Ihe king chen gave his orders to  Girflet ; ; who 
went, and after ne all the chambers, found 
only 
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only one young lady ſick in bed, «Riſe, fair lady,” 
ſaid Girflet, © the king requires your preſence inthe 
hall.” <Meffire Girflet” anſwered the Jamſel, «] 
would obey the royal. mandate with pleaſure ; but 
you ſee what condition I am in; on which account 
I think you. ought to excuſe me.” © Madam,” 
replied Girflet, I ſhall wait till you are dreſſed 


and ready to come along with me.” When ſhe 


found no excuſe would be taken, ſhe roſe and e- 
your to the hall. 


Her lover was there, whoſe name was Karados, 


a good and a valiant knight. As he ſaw her com- 
ing, all his blood was put into a ſudden motion, 
and it was elearly perceived in his face. He had 


been happy in the reflection, that ſhe was not in 


company, on account. of the danger he thought 


ſhe would incur, and the mortifications he had 


witneſſed in others. But his joy was then con- 
verted into chagrin, as he concluded that he would 
come in for his ſhare in the ſhame and diſgrace; 


5 for he 1 oved her ardently,. and if. he could have 


prevented it, would never have ſuffered her to try 
the mantle. He therefore, coming up to her ſaid: 


„ My love, I entreat you, if you have any doubts, 
do not. put on-the robe; for I would not, on any 
conſideration, be a witneſs of your ſhame, and 
have my eſteem and regard leſſened. I. would 
rather remain in ee chan know a difagree- 


able 
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wle truth, and have the mortification to behold you 
feated by Miſs Genelas and the wife of Queux.” 
Girflet then took up the difcourſe, and faid to 
Karados: © About what do you make yourſelf 
uneaſy ? don't you ſee more than two hundred 
ladies fitting there, whoſe loyalty was this morn- 
ing thought as. unimpeachable as any in the 
country?“ 

The damſel, whom nothing alarmed or difcor- 
ecrted, took the mantle and boldly wrapped it 
round her. And, indeed, her confidence was 
well founded; for it fat ſo well both before 
and behind, that no mantua-maker on earth 
could have fitted her better. The meſſenger, 
who now ſaw the adventure accompliſhed, ſaid 
aloud : “lady, you have given your lover cauſe 
indeed for exultation; I leave you the mantle; 
for it is your right.” The king confirmed the 
award, There was neither lady nor knight, 
who did not envy the lot of theſe two lovers; 
but they thought it beſt to keep their ſenti- 
ments to themſelves. © So they returned home 
in ſorrow and mortification; nor could they 
be induced again to laugh at what had paſſed. 
Meffire Karados went of in raptures with 
his miſtreſs ; they carried the robe along with 
with them, and took care to cheriſh and pros 
lerre it. 5 
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Now, I have finiſhed my ſtory, all but ac. 


quainting you with the name of the lady, who 
by her virtue obtained the ſlippery mantle, 
Know then, that her name was * * # # # * 


Such is the concluſion of the tale, in which th 
obrupt ſilence has an humourous effedt, 


THE 
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THE GREY PALFREY, 


IN Champagne there lived in former days God- 


ſrey, a brave knight, rich in valuable endowments , 
of body and mind, but poor in reſpect to pro- 
perty. Indebted chiefly to his valour for a ſub- 

tence, all his poſſeſſions conſiſted of a ſmall 
eſtate, the rental of which was about two hun- 
dred livres: and the ſcantineſs of his means was 
the more to be lamented, as in addition to his 


courage, he was a man of ſtrict probity and ho- 


nour. Whenever he appeared at a tournament, his 


time was not waſted in a diſplay of empty addreſs 


or vain gallantries towards the ladies; but he 


rulhed without oſtentation into the thickeſt of the 


throng, and never left the ground till he had un- 
horſed or ſubdued his opponents. Theſe good 
qualities and rare accompliſhments rendered his 
name famous, and gained him conſideration in 


eyery quarter. 
In the neighbourhood of Godfrey there lived a 
very rich lord. He was a widower ; and his mar- 


rage had produced him a very handſome daughter, 
called Nina, His manſion, as well as that of our 


knight, was ſituated in the woods (for Champagne 


at 
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at that time abounded in foreſts ſtill more thay 
at the preſent hour); and they were little more than 
a league diſtant irom each other. But that of the 
old Lord, built on a very ſteep declivity, was de. 
fe by a profound ditch and an impenetrable 
the nedge; ſo that there was no accels to it, 
but o the draw-bridge. Such was the retire. 
mend of the veteran. He lived here 11 tranquil. 
lity, with his daughter, making the moſt of his 
lands, which brought him an annual income of at 
| leaſt a thouſand livres. 

With ſuch an inheritence and fo 8 beauty, 
the young lady could not fail of having a numer- 
ous train of admirers. Of the number was God- 
frey. Zealous to exert himſelf in the ſervice of 
A miſtreſs ſo diſtinguiſhed for rank and merit, he 
ſtrove earneſtly to pleaſe her; and, in a ſhort 
time, by means of his conſtant attentions and ſome 
brilliant feats of valour, he ſucceeded. But when 
the father perceived the knight's viſits became tas 
frequent, he forbad his daughter ſpeaking to him, 
and treated him with ſuch eoolneſs, that the fa- 
voured lover thought it imprudent to return. 
Thus was all communication ſtopped between 
the two lovers. The father” s age no longer per- 
mitted him to ride out: fo there was no hope of 
ö an interview in his abſence. Beſides, the old fox, 
having been himſelf a man of intrigue in his 

Younger 
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younger days, had learnt by experience to be miſ- 

truſtful and guarded. Had Godfrey aſked but for 
a ſight of his miſtreſs, even that feeble conſolation 
had been denied him, 

At laſt as he was one day roaming and ſearch- 
ing about the walls, he diſcovered a neglected 
poſtern, through which he might ſpeak to Nina. 
He found means to acquaint her of it, and ſhe 
did not fail to take advantage of the information. 
It was eaſy for him to come to the place of ren- 
dezvous by narrow, unfrequented paths through 
the foreſt, known to him alone. This was at 
firſt ſome alleviation to the cruel ſeparation of the 
two lovers: and for ſome time they enjoyed it 
with tranſport. But to converſe without ſeeing 


condition. He reſolved then to get out of it by 
one bold attempt, and went to the Caſtle to de- 


2 deciſive anſwer. 


her; and I muſt venture to aſk of you her hand. 


that 


each other, to love without the means of ſnewing 
it! Not to be allowed a ſingle embrace ! al- 
ways to be in fear of being diſcovered, and ever 
to be ſeparated ! Godfrey could not endure his 


| clare his mind to the father, and to obtain of him 
« Sir,” ſaid he, «I have a favour to requeſt. 


Deign to liſten to me for a moment. I love your 
daughter; my happineſs entirely depends upon 


Lou . * name and birth; I flatter myſelf 


e r — —— tte ct 
* * * 2 


that I am entitled to your eſteem, and not in 


every reſpect unworthy of Nina. I requeſt you 
anſwer ; which I ſhall conſider as my ſentence 
either of life or death.” — I am not ſurpriſed” 

anſwered the old gentleman, © that any one ſhouli 
love my daughter. She is young, handſome an{ 

_ diſcreet ; her birth is diſtinguiſhed ; ſhe is my ſol 

Heireſs; and, if ſhe continues to preſerve my 
good will, the will at my deceaſe be entitled ty 
a conſiderable fortune. With all her recommen- 

dations, I think no lord in France need be aſhamel 
to marry her. Many gentlemen have been here 
to ſolicit me on that ſubject: but I am in 10 
| haſte 3 I ſhall wait a ſuitable match; and, above 
all, ſhall have nothing to do with thoſe knights, 

who like their W have oy but what " 
catch to live on.“ 

Godfrey was ſo confuſed that he could make no 
anſwer ; but went to give utterance to his ſenſi- 
tions in the foreſt, and to wait till it ſhould be 
time to repair to the poſtern, Nina was punctual 

to the appointed hour; and ſhe came there onlj 
to join her grief to that of her lover. © Receive 
my laſt farewel,” ſaid the knight. Ihave done with 
-this country : there is no longer any happineſs or 
good in it, ſince I cannot poſſeſs you. Curſed be 

_ riches which raviſh from me the only object of mp 
love!“ Alas!” replied Nina, & all the Rare 

I pro- 


. 
[ promiſed myſelf in the enjoyment of them, was 
in beſtowing them on you; and am I alſo con- 


demned to curſe them] But, my Godfrey, let us 
not yet deſpair ; we have ſtill a reſource, which 


| love long ſince ſuggeſted to me. You have not 
far from hence, at Medot, an old uncle of about my 


father's age. If he has a regard for you, as I can- 


not doubt, go and entruſt him with the ſecret of 
your love, He has aſſuredly loved in his youth, 


and will have compaſſion towards us. Tell him 
that he may be the author of your happineſs and 
mine: that all we require of him is a ſimulated 


ſervice; only to make a grant to you for a few 


days of a part of his eſtate, to the value of three 


hundred livres: and that he may then come 
and aſk my father to grant you my hand. His 
friendſhip, I am ſure, will obtain it; and as 


ſoon as we are united in marriage, we will reſign 
what his bounty may induce him to make over to 
us,” — J had given up all hope,” ſaid Godin: 'Y 


6 «but your advice is a renovation of it.“ 


He went immediately to his uncle, whom he 
ws to employ the intereſt he had with the 
young lady's father in his behalf, without, how- 


ever, intimating that the attachment was mutual, 


'« Your choice is praiſe-worthy, faid the uncle. 


I know your miſtreſs; ſhe is really enchanting. 


You may make yourſelf eaſy ; for I will under- | 


take 


, 
COR aunt —ü—ͤ— Ü — —— ——— with 
. 


tm]. 
take to obtain her for you, and will this moment 
go to her father for that very purpoſe.“ In effect, 
He then mounted his horſe, and rode to the old 
lord's caſtle. Godfrey on the other hand ſet out 
tranſported with joy, for Galardon, where a tour- 
nament was announced, that was to laſt for two 
days. During the whole journey, the amorous 
knight could think of nothing but the happinds 
he was about to enjoy; little imagining what 
| baſe project had been formed to betray him. 
His uncle was as uſual heartily welcomed at the 
_ father's, They ſat down to table, and drinking 
to each other, began to relate their youthful ex- 
prloits in love and arms. But when the tables 
were uncovered, and the ſervants had withdrawn, 
« My good old friend,” ſaid the Lord of Medot, 
«Tam a batchelor, and begin to be tired ofa ſingle 
life, You are going to marry your daughter, 
when you will alſo find the inconvenience of ſoli- 
tude. Hear a propoſal that I have to make te 
you. Grant me Nina for a wife; I will ſettle on 
her all my property, and will come and reſide here 
with you for the remainder of my days,” This 
propoſal delighted the father. After embracing 
his old ſon-in-law, that was to be, he ordered in 
| his daughter, to whom he announced the agree- 
ment they had juſt made, 1 
1 l | The 


- = 8 
The conſternation of the girl may be eaſily ima · 
gined. She returned to her chamber only to 
give vent to her tears, to imprecate a thouſ— d 
curſes on the perfidy of the uncle, and to call for 
ſuccour on her unhappy lover. All this time, 


obe was toiling to deſerve her, by his glorinus ex- 

s Wl jloits at Galardon, and was far from conceiving 

s uncle to be capable of ſo baſe an action as to 

a Ml betray him, and to deprive him at once of his 
miſtreſs and his fortune. In the evening Nink f 

e nn to the poſtern gate, for ſne knew not that 

o odfrey was gone to the tournament; and hav- 

> WHT itz a long time waited for him in- vain, ſhe con- 

s cluded that he had forſaken her. 

n, The nuptials were appointed by the old gentle- 

t, nan to be celebrated the next day after the mor- 


row ; and the. ſon-in-law had required that it 
ſould take place in his caſtle of Medot. It was 
conſequently ſettled, that in order to arrive there 
betimes, they ſhould ſet out at break of day; and 
on WM in the mean while, the father and ſon-in-law fent 
re into the neighbourhood to invite their friends, that 
dis e all of their own age, who were ſtill alive. 
ng Wl ſhe following day arrived, one after another, a 
uv WJ number of old decrepid dotards, wrinkled, bald- 
r- beaded and paralytic. Never was there ſuch a 
burleſque of a bridal aſſemblage. You would 
he exe thought that it was a congregation of perſons 
£ 8 I Coming 
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coming to take leave of each other at their de- 
parture for the other world. 
The day was conſumed in preparing the ch 

| and ornaments for the unhapp y bride. She was 
within ready to burſt with grief, which ſhe wa 
however obliged to ſuppreſs, and to cover with 
the external appearance of chearful acquieſcence. 
The father came occaſionally to ſee how the work 
went on. In one of theſe viſits, he was aſked by 
ſomebody, whether. he had thought of ordering a 
ſufficient number of horſes to carry to Medot all the 
perſons that were to go in the cavalcade. © The 
men, ſaid he, © have thoſe on which they came, 
"Thoſe that are in my ſtables will ſerve ; but at al 
events to obviate diſappointment, let ſome be fent 
For and borrowed of my neareſt neighbours.” A 

Jervant was inſtantly diſpatched with this com- 

miſſion, _ 
The man recollected as he went, that Godfrey 
had a capital grey horſe, reckoned one of the firſ 
in the province. The fimpleton thought himſeli 
ſure of gaining the good will of his miſtreſs, if he 
could mount her ſo handſome] y for the ceremony; 
and he accordingly went to the W houſe to 
borrow it. | 

Codires, after obtaining the prize at the tour 
nament, had gone to his uncle's, to know the ſuc- 


Cebſs of his application ; but not finding h him at 


( 5 5 
ime, he imagined that the old gentlemun was de. 
rained by ſome difficulty ſtarted by the father; and 
returned home; in other reſpects ſo eaſy in his mind, 
and ſo full of confidence in the promiſe of his 
negociator, that 1 in coming into his houſe he or- 
lered a minſtrel to be brought to amuſe him with 
ſome love ſongs. © He flattered himſelf that his 
uncle would take a pleaſure in coming perſonally. 
to announce his good fortune; and in this fond ex- 
pectation his eyes were continually directed 1 a 
wards the gate. 5 
Suddenly he perceives one coming. This was 
| the ſervant, who ſaluting the knight, aſked him, 
in the name of his maſter, for the loan of his fine 
grey palfrey, for the morrow. © Oh! with all 
my heart,” anſwered Godfrey; ce and for a longer 
tine, if he wants it. But what occaſion has he 
for the horſe ??—< Sir, it is to carry my lady Nina 
to Medot,”—< Your lady! and what is ſhe going 
to do at Medot ?”—« To be married. Why, 
don't you know that your uncle has demanded _ 
der hand of my Lord, and that they are to be mar- 


j Ned to-morrow morning! I 
At theſe words the knight \ was petrified with 
. aſtoniſhment. He could not at firſt believe fo 
black a treachery, and made the ſervant a ſecond 
c- 
x time aſſure him of the fact. Unfortunately, for 
5 lim, the offenders were beyond the reach of his ; 
av} 


+3, vengeance, _- 


1 


vengeance. He walked about for ſome time in 


ſilence, with his eyes caſt towards the ground and 


full of fury. At length he ſtopped on a ſudden, 
called his ſquire, ordered him to ſaddle the grey 
horſe, and to deliver it to the ſervant. „ $he 
ſhall mount it,” ſaid he to himſelf ; © and in mount- 
ing it the will at leaſt beſtow another thought on 


me. And ſhall not I be happy to contribute to | 
her pleaſure ? But no ! I accuſe her falſely. They 
have certainly conſtrained her; and ſhe is no le 
to be pitied than myſelf. It is I who have her | 


heart ; and whilſt I live mine is deyoted to her,” 
The knight then called all his people; diſt 


buted among them the little money he had, and 


told them that they were that inſtant at liberty 


to quit his ſervice. They in the utmoſt agita- 
tion intreated him to let them know in what parti- 


cular they had been ſo unfortunate as to incur his 


diſpleaſure. © I am entirely ſatisfied with you all,” 


anſwered he, «© and I wiſh it were in my power to 
make you a better recompence for your ſervices: 


but life is now a burthen to me; farewell, be gore, 


and let me die!” The poor ſervants threw them- 


ſelyes in tears at his feet; and implored him to 
ſuffer them at leaſt to remain with him, to alleviate 


'S 


his misfortunes. He left them without an an- 
\ ſer, and went to ſhut himſelf up in his chambe , 


57 
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By this time they were at reſt in the father's | 
raſtle. In order to riſe betimes, they had gone 
ſon to bed, and the watch had orders to ring the 
arm bell at break of day. Nina albne could not 
enjoy repoſe. The moment that was to begin her 
miſery approached ; and ſhe found herſelf now 
without reſource. Twenty times in the courſe of 
the day had the unfortunate maid ſought the means 
of eſcaping. No danger would have deterred her, 
had it been poſſible to make the attempt; but ſhe 
had too many eyes to deceive ; ſhe had, therefore 
no remedy but {patient eee no conſolation 
but her tears. 
Towards midnight the moon aroſe. Thi can: 
tinel, who had been carouſing a little over night, 
and had in conſequence fallen aſleep, awaking ſud- 
| denly, and ſeeing a very great light, thought the 
hy was conſiderably advanced, and haſtened to 
give the ſignal with the alarm bell. All immedi- 
ately began to riſe, and the ſervants to ſaddle the 
horſes. The grey palfrey, as the handſomeſt, 
was deſtined for the young lady. At the fight of 
it ſhe could not diflemble her grief, but burſt 
into tears. They did not pay much attention to 
this circumſtance, attributing her aflition to the 
regret ſhe felt at leaving her father's houſe. But 
when the time came for her to. mount the horſe, : 
fe r refuſed; and they were obliged by 


13 force 
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to place her upon the ſaddle. At laſt they ſet out, 
Firſt marched the ſervants, male and female ; then 
the gentry who were to be preſent at the nuptials; 
and after them the bride, who in no haſte to get 
to her journey's end, kept in the rear of the cayal. 
cade, She was entruſted to the care of an old 
knight; a man of prudence and good repute, who 
was to be her godfather at the nuptials, He Cloled 
the proceſſion. 

To arrive at Medot, they had three Fn to 
go through the foreſt, by a croſs road ſo narrow, 
that two horſes could with difficulty walk abrealt, 
This obliged them to make a long file, For tie 
firſt half league they jogged on pleaſantly enough; 

but the old people, who had not taken theit 
uſual reſt, ſoon were overpowered by ſleep. You 
would have laughed to ſee their hoary heads bob · 
bing from one ſide to another, and dropping for- 
ward on the necks of their horſes. 

The bride followed, too much overwhelmed 
with ſorrow, to obſerve them. Like a criminal 
led to execution, who by every trifling pretext for 
delay ſtrives to ſpin out a few moments of exitt- 
ence, ſhe checked. now and then the progreſs of 
her horſe. Thus they had not proceeded a league, 
before ſhe was, without intending it, ſepa- 
rated from the reſt, of the cavalcade. Her old 


guide was no more aware. of it than his god 
©. 3 daughter 
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lghter, as he took an opportunity of finiſhing . 


his nap like the others. Nevertheleſs, he ſome- 
times half opened his eyes; but as he always ſaw 
the grey palfrey before him, they quickly cloſed 


again as it were by inſtinct. As for the horſes, 
they had no occaſion for the guidance of their 


riders; in ſuch a road 5 could not loſe 
themſelves. - 


There was, however, a ſpot where the road 


branched out into two tracks. The one was a 

continuation of that to Medot, the other a bye- 
road to Godfrey's. All the horſemen in the troop 
of courſe proceeded in the firſt of theſe z and tlie 


old godfather's beaſt followed the track of the reſt, 


As for the grey palfrey, ſince he had of late 
earied his maſter from the poſtern gate, he had 
been ſo accuſtomed to the other: pally that be 


naturally purſued it. | 

Before one could pet from that plaee to | God- 
ſrey's, it was neceſſary to ford a ſmall rivulet. 
At the noiſe made b 
the water, Nina was 


but ſees nobody, Finding herſelf alone in a foreſt 


it ſuch a deadly hour, ſhe at firſt ſhivered with an 
emotion of terror; but the idea of eſcaping the 
evil, with which ſhe was threatened, ſoon over- 


gag her fear, and ſhe puſhed! tho hork boldly 


1 4 inte 


the horſe in ſtepping into 
uſed from her melancholy 
reveric. She calls her godfather to her aſſiſtance, 
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ing back with terror, as if {he had really been pur- 
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into the river, reſolved rather to periſh than beat 
the conſummation of thoſe hateful nuptials. But 


there was nothing to apprehend. The horſe, ac- 
eording to his uſual cuſtom, crofled the ford, and 


ſoon arrived in fafety at his maſter's houſe. 


As ſoon as the ſentinel perceived the lady, he 
founded his horn to give the alarm, and then came 


himſelf to afk, through the wicket of the draw- 


bridge, what was her pleaſure, “ Open the gate 
qu ick],,” ſaid the damſel, “ and give refuge to x 
woman, who is purſued by robbers.” The man 


looked through the wicket ; and faw a young lady 
of a very handſome mein, covered with a rich ſcare | 

let eh The dreſs, the beauty of the damſel, 
the grey horſe that ſhe rode, which appeared to 


him his maſter*- palfrey, aſtoniſhed him ſo, as 


to make him oclieve it was ſome friendly 


fairy, whom compaſſion at his maſter's forrow 


had brought to comfort him. He ran immediately 


to inform Godfrey of this extraordinary incident. 
Gedfrey had paſſed the night in the moſt hearts 


7 rending anguiſh : but when he heard a lady was at 


his gate, he went inſtantly through courtely to re- 


ceive her, and let down the draw-bridge, What 
unexpected joy, what unlooked for happineſs to 


behold his miſtreſs ! She ruſhed into his arms, Cry- 
ing out to him, to fave her; at the ſame time Jook- 


ſued 
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ſued by raviſhers, © Compoſe yourſelf,” ſaid he, 


«and take courage; I hold you ſecure in my arms, 


and from this maznent no power on earth ſhall tear x 
. He then called his people, to 
whom he gave his ſeveral orders, and raiſed the 


23 


you from me. 


draw-bridge. But that was not all. To ſecure 


and improve his unexpected good fortune, he 


judged it neceſfary immediately to eſpouſe Nina; 
and for that purpoſe having ſent for his chaplain, 
he conducted her to the altar. Hilarity then re- 
| ſumed the place of melancholy in the Caſtle, 
Maſter and ſervants, all were equally intoxicated 


with joy; never did tranſport ſo e ſucceed 


deſpair, 


were they enquired for; no one knew how they 


were ſeparated, nor what had happened to detain 


them. The godfather at length appeared, ſtill 


nodding upon his horſe ; and was greatly aſtoniſh- 
ed, when they awaked him, at miſſing his ward. As 


it was conjectured that ſhe muſt have loſt ber way 
in the foreſt, ſeveral of the ſervants were ſent in pur- 


ſuit of her. But all their doubts and apprehenſions 
were ſoon cleared wo, by the preſence of a meſ- 
ſenger from Godfrey, who announced the ſafe ar- 


rival of the lady at his maſter's caſtle, and in his 


name invited thicher the uncle and all the company 
| I 5 | that 


_ 
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It was far otherwiſe at Medot. All had 8 8 
there, except the damſel and her guardian. In vain 


© 
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that was to have been preſent at the marriage. 
They accordingly repaired with expedition to the 
Caſtle of Godfrey, who met them at his pate, 
holding by the hand his new ſpouſe 3 and he pre- 
| ſented her to them under that title, 

This at firſt excited a loud murmur throughout 
the troop, But when Godfrey had intreated their 
attention, and related to them all the circumſtances 
of his amour up to the adventure of the palfrey, 
the ſcene was entirely changed. Thoſe veterans, 
grown grey in the principles of honour and fidelity 


euxen ſhewed ſome indignation at being made the 


accomplices of ſo baſe a perſidy; and they all went 


in a body to preſs the father to ratify the union of 


the two lovers. The old lord found it impoſſible 
to withhold his aſſent; and the nuptials were ce- 
lebrated at Godfrey's. The uncle died within the 


year, and the knight ſucceeded to the inheritance 


of Medot. Soon after his father-in-law alſo died; 


when he became one of the richeſt lords in Cham- 


Pagne, and lived with his wife happy and re- 
n K | 
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AUBEREA, 


A CITIZEN of Compiegne, a man of reſpeQ- 
ability and in aMuent circumſtances, had a ſon 
much addicted to expence and irregular pleaſures. 
Their houſe was contiguous to that of a poor man, 


who had nothing to boaſt of but a very pretty 
daughter. The young libertine, being ſtruck! 
with the beauty of the girl, cultivated an intimacy 


with his neighbour in hopes of ſeducing the daugh- 


ter. He courted and made love to her for a long 
time; but ſhe did not want prudence, and always 
replied to his ſolicitations : & Sir, I ſhall never love 


any. one but a huſband; it depends upon yourſelf _ 


whether you will purchaſe my affections upon 


thoſe terms; you have my entire concurrence, 
and I declare to you, that I thould prefer you to 
all others.” The amorous youth wiſhed nothing 


more ardently ; but he was apprehenſive that his 
ſather would not conſent ; and that apprehenſion 


was well ſornded. The old man, indeed, judging; 
the match incligible, commanded his ſon not to 


think of it. 


In this ſituation of affairs, a merchant of the 
dum was by the death of his wiſe, had become a 
„ NE widower,” 
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widower, came to ſolicit the girl's hand; and 
ſoon after married her. I leave you to conccive 
the chagrin of the young citizen on the occaſion, 
He complained ; he wept ; he endeavoured by all 
means to circumvent the marriage ; curſed his fa- 
ther's fortune ; but at laſt, when he found it way 
impoſſible to prevent it, he conſoled himſelf as 
well as he could under the diſappointment, and 
thought of nothing further than obtaining from the 
matron what he had before ſought from the maid. 
He accordingly dreſſed himſelf in the gayeſt man- 
ner, and went to pay a viſit to the newly married 
lady. But ſhe received him ſo ill, and defred him 
in ſo diſcouraging a manner not to come again to 
her houſe, that he gave up all ROPES of attaining 
his object. 

Vexed at the reception "Ty had met with, and 
agitated with diſappointed paſſion, he went to 
compoſe himſelf in a neighbouring houſe that be- 
longed to an old mantua-maker of his acquaint- 
ance, whoſe name was Auberea. She, obſerving 
him pale and trembling,” aſked him what was his 
_ diſorder? He, in anfivers related to the old woman 
the particulars of his amour, and declared that he 
could not live without the polſeſon of his chan. 
ing miſtreſs. 5 . 

Now this Auberea at an intrigue was the moſt 
| notable woman in exiſtence, There was no man, 

85 | hows 
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however ſag acious, that ſhe could not lead with 4 
ſtring, if ſne once attempted it. « What,” faid 
ſhe to the youth, “does fo triſling a matter make 


you 3 5 i My poor amorous friend take 


courage. I'll engage that you ih all ſoon have 4 
private meeting with the lady, and her own jca- a 
lous huſband ſhall be the very perſon to procure 


you that ſatisfaction. But whot will yeu- give 
me?” The lover, in his tranſport at this aJur- 
ance promiſed fifty livres. Go and bring them,“ 


replied Auberea. He went accordinę aly. <0 NoW- 
give me your great coat,” added the, *and retire; 
but keep yourſelf in readineſs this 2 Mg and the 


next, in caſe I ſhould have to call you,” 


Her plans all arranged and ſettled in her head, | 
Auberea watched from her Window, to ſee when 


the merchant ſhould go out upon his buſineſs. No 
ſooner did ſhe perceive him clear of the thremold 
of his door than ſhe put on her ſhort mantle, roll- 
ed up the youth's great coat, put it in the form 
of a bundle under her arm, and thus went to wait 


upon the wife, God be with you!“ cried ſhe, 
my beauteous dame, and may he have mercy on 
the poor lady who is dead and gone. What a 
g00d-hearted creature it was ! ſhe was the idol of 
al in this part of the city. I could not paſs by her 
door, but ſhe would cry out © come in, Dame 
Auberea, walk in I fay.” Then would ſhe offer 


me 
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me a chair, and make me chat with her, If eyer 
I wanted any thing I came at once to aſk for it, 


It was all the ſame ; ſhe would have given me any. 


thing, even to her heart's blood. Ah! I have met 


with a great loſs in her.” Don't weep on that 
account, neighbour,” anſwered the wife. „What 
is it you are in want of? Tell me. I aſk par- 


don for the liberty I take, my good lady; but 


ſince you are ſo kind, I muſt inform you that you 
have it in your power to reſtore life to me, For 
ſome time my daughter has been ill. She has 
heard talk of your nice white wine and your ſmall 
cakes ; and it is now two days that ſhe has been 


plaguing me to procure ſome for her, I have till 
this moment declined coming,. becauſe I am not 


_ accuſtomed to trouble thoſe with whom J am not 
acquainted, - But what is one not capable of doing 
for a child? Tou will be ſenſible of that yourſelf 
ſome future day, my gentle neighbour.” —< You 
were to blame in not coming before, Dame Au- 
berea. There is nothing that my huſband and! 


would not have gladly ſpared for the relief of your 


daughter. But fit you down. How truly you 

_ deſerve all manner of happineſs,” ſaid Auberea, 

ſeating herſelf ; “ and I ſhall pray to God to grant 

it te vou ever] Indeed my deceaſed lady had eve- 

ry reaſon to be happy in her huſband. He refuſed 

her nothing, money, dreſs or trinkets. I Who 
OS „ ny _ 


now tell it you, knew all thoſe circumſtances well; 
For inſtance, thereabouts ſtood her bed.“ 

In faying theſe words, Auberea enters Weiber | 
into the houſe, She inſpects the apartments, ex- 
amines the furniture, and deſires to ſee the lady's 
wardrobe. A young married woman in ſuch a 
caſe ſeldom requires much preſſing. She diſplays 
all her habits before the old woman; then deſires. 
her to look at the bed. “ There,” ſaid ſhe, “ is 
where my huſband and I ſleep.” This was all 
Auberea wanted, In feeling the bed, to examine 
its quality, ſhe thruſts in, with great dexterity, and 
without being perceived, the rolled up bundle, 
which ſhe had kept concealed under her mantle, 
They continued to converſe together for ſome lit- 5 
tle time longer. At laſt the mantua- maker pre- 
tended, to recollect herſelf, and to conſider that 
her daughter would be impatient at her long ab- 
ſence. They gave her a bottle of wine, a roll and 
2 cake, with which ſhe de part. 

At night the huſband returned, after paving run 
about from place to place on his buſineſs; and be- 
ing fatigued, he ordered ſupper immediately, that | 
he might go to bed betimes. But ſcarcely had he 
got into bed, before he felt ſomething under his 
ſide, that incommoded him. He raiſed himſelf up 
and groped, till he drew out the old woman's bun- 
de, 5 turned ow: at the: light. A dagger 

I plunged 
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plunged into his breaſt that moment would hard! 
have forced out a drop of blood. He bolted the 
door to have leiſure fully to examine the bundle, 


I am be- 
hen exclaimed he in a piteous tone! & She 


and found it to be a man's great coat. 
trayed, 
loves another and married me only for conveni. 
ence !? He threw himſelf in an agony of grief up- 
on the bed. A moment after he riſes up and 
ſtrides about diſtractedly; then he ſtops ſhort, 
to conſider what meaſures are proper to be taken, 
But the more he reflected, the morehe was puzzled, 
A thouſand ideas, riſing in deſperation one above 
another, aſſailed at once his troubled ſoul. At 
length his fury increafed to ſuch a degree, that he 
vent don ſtairs, ſeized his wife by the arm, and 


turned her out of the houſe, after loading her with 


= 


reproaches. 
She was aſtoniſhed to find herſelf at once, with-. 
out having had time to ſay a word in her defence, 
at midnight in the midſt of the ſtreet. 
not power to move a ſtep, ſo great was her amaze- 
ment. Auberea, who had foreſeen what would 


probably happen, was upon the watch to wait 


the iſſue. She runs up to the wife, « what, 
is it you, my good lady ? What are you 


ſeeking in the ſtreets at this: late hour? 


Has any accident happened?“ Oh! my good 
friend, Auberca, how fortunate 1 am to meet ut 
and yet what a fad unaccountable misfortune has 

brought 


She had 
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brouzht me here! My huſband juſt now came 
home in a rage, and drove me out, I know not 
wherefore, I am almoſt diſtracted. For God's 
fake, do me the favour to bear me company to my 
father's houſe.” « Have a care, what are you 
about?“ replicd the cunning old ſtrumpet; “ it 
would be I:nown in the town, and your adventure 
would make a fine piece of public ſcandal. Be- 
ſides, would you expoſe yourſelf to a bitter repri- 
mand ? That you may be ſure is all you would 
get from your father. He would ſuppoſe you had 
been detected in an intrigue, and would ſend you 
back to your huſband. Take my word for it, this 
muſt be the effect of liquor; come to my houſe 
while your huſband ſleeps off his debauch. To- 
morrow, when his head is in order, we will re- 
turn together, and you will find he will not be ſen- 


ſible of what he has now been doing. — As vou 


have obliged me, it is but ad that I ſhould ſerve | 
you in return.“ 

Without waiting for an anſwer, abies then 
took the dame, and conducted her to an inner 
chamber of her houſe. © Now” ſaid ſhe, © you are 
in perfect ſafety ; recover yourſelf, while I go and 
provide ſomething for your ſupper.” —©< Oh! no,” 
anſwered the other, «© 1 am choaked with an- 
guiſh; it is impoſſible for me to ſwallow a mor- 
ſel.” Auberea finding that her gueſt would take 


no refr eſhment, adviſed her at laſt to lie down. She 


„ 
at firſt refuſed; but at length by force of argument 


and importunity, ſhe was perſuaded to undreſs her- 
ſelf and go to bed. 


Sereel was ſhe diſpoſed of there, before the 


old woman had run to acquaint her young gallant 
with the incident. After the hopes that had been 
given him, he thought, as one may ſuppoſe, but 


little of ſleep; but continued fitting in expectation 
at the window. What news,” cried he !— 


& Very good. The bird is caught.” He then 
leaped down the ſtairs, four at a a time, and haſtened 
to Auberea's houſe, _ 


What follows is but too eaſily coticelied, The 
wife at firſt reſiſts and threatens to alarm the neigh- 


bourhood : the young lover repreſents to her, that 


ik any ſhould come and find her there, it would be 


a difficult matter to convince them of her inno- 
cence. He takes the advantage of the ſurprize 


and trouble ſhe is in. The new Lucretia yields; 
but leſs ſevere than the other, the at Flat 1 


and embraces her ſubduer. 
In the morning, when the bell rung for matines 
at the Abbey of St. Corneille, Auberea entered the 


chamber of the two lovers. “ Ariſe, faid ſhe to the 


young citizen, and leave this place.” —« And why 
go out ſo ſoon? It is not yet broad day-light.”— 
Come obey me, without heſitation, if you wih 
that I ſhould again do you a ſervice, And you, 


| la ly, 8 
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lady muſt now think of returning to your huſband, 
itis my buſineſs to manage it; dreſs n and 
come along with me.“ 

Auberea then went out with the young p55 


whom. ſhe conducted to the church of the Abbey. 0 


There, placing her on her knees. in a corner, and 
lighting a wax taper near her, ſhe put into her 
hands. a large book, and deſired her to continue in 
that poſture, till ſhe ſhould return. The old wo- 


man then ran to the huſband. He had paſſed the 
whole night in walking up and down his room, 
and reflecting on the miſhap, which had given him 
ſo much trouble. He repented, however, having 
turned out his wife, and was continually liſtening, 

in hopes to hear her return. He no ſooner heard a 
knock, than he ran in haſte to the door, and ſaw. 
Auberea; who told him that having had that night 
a terrible dream, and going to the Abbey to pray 
to God that he would avert the evil that threatened 

her, ſhe there was ſurpriſed to find his wife in 


tears. You muſt have very little feeling, ſaid ſhe, 
to ſend to church at ſo early an hour a young crea- 


ture ſo amiable and fo pretty, whom. you ſhould 


rather oblige to lie in bed till the day was a little 


advanced, for the benefit of her health.“ At the 
church,“ cried the huſvand with aſtoniſhment, and 
at the ſame time, not without ſatisfaCtion ! “ Dame. 
Auberea, you ſurely: are not in earneſt | Yes 
Sir, 
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Sir, ſhe really is at church; and if you do not be- 
lieve me, come there and ſatisfy your pwn eyes.“ 
He went with her and found his wife in the poſ- 
ture in which Auberea had placed her, ſeeming to 
pray with great devotion. This edifying ſight 
brought ſo ſudden a calm within his breaſt, that ho 
took her by the hand, and after apologizing to her, 
by the avowal that he had the night before drunk 
rather too freely, he took her home along with 
him. Nevertheleſs, the circumſtance of the great- 
coat, filled his mind with doubts which he could 
not folve, and with an uneaſineſs of which hy 
could not get the better: and the whole morning 
he could not help thinking and en ane 

about it. 

That was the only point on which it remained 
for Auberea to triumph over the huſband, She 
placed herſelf in the manner ſhe had done the day 
before, at her window to watch when he went 
ut: No ſooner did ſhe ſee him make his appear- 
ance in the ſtreet, than ſhe began to cry out in the 
molt piteous tone: Thirty pence, oh, Chrilt" 
thirty pence ! I ſhall never recover it.“ In faying 
_ theſe words, ſhe ſtruck her breaſt, and wept as if 

her heart was breaking. | 
At her cries, the merchant ſtopped to know the 
cauſe of her affliction. The cunning old baggage, 
without ſceming to ſee him, and as one diſtracted, 
ke t 
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kept crying: © Thirty-pence, good God! where 


am I to find them? I am ruined; they will ſoon 


come and ſeize upon my effects; ah, this was the 


miſchief my dream foreboded !”?. 


Theſe lamentations, which had the appearance 
of ſincerity, excited the compaſſion and curioſity 


of the merchant, He went into the houſe and pul- 
ling Auberca by the fleeve, aſked her again what 
it was that ſo grievouſly affected her. © Sir,” ſaid 


ſhe, © hear if I have not ſubſtantial cauſe for grief, 5 
Yeſterday a young man brought me a great coat; 


ſome of the furred border required ſtitching, and I 


was to have returned it to him this morning, 1 
immediately began to work at it; but Having oc- 


caſion to go out, I took it with me, that I might not 
Joſe time or diſappoint the owner; and I have been 
ſo unlucky as to leave it in ſome place or other; 
but where I cannot poſſibly gueſs. The youth to 


whom it belonged, has juſt been with me to demand 


it; and as I could. not return it to him, he has 


threatened to proſecute me, unleſs I pay him thir- 


ty pence, at which he values it.— Thirty pence | 
neighbour. Thin what a ſum that is for me to 
raiſe. Alas, if I cannot find the coat, it will be 


beſt for me to go at once and drown myſelf in the 
river.” „ Tell me, good Auberea,” replied the 


merchant, «were you not yeſterdayat myhouſe ?“ 


Ves, Sir, at the ſame time your wife was mak 
„ e 8 ir. _ 
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Ing TY bed; and by the ſame token, that ſhe made 
me fit down by the bed-ſide and chat with her a 
few minutes. The preat-coat was a green one, 
and trimmed with ſquirel-ſcin. It may be further 
known by a ſeam juſt begun, and by my needle and 
thimble, which will be found in it.” | 
Never did joy equal what the merchant felt en 
receiving this information. He fully recollectal 
that the great- coat was green and trimmed with 
fur: and all that remained to make him the happieſt 
man on the earth, was the evidence of the needle 
and thimble. This he immediately went to verify, 
and it completed his conviction of his wife's inno- 
cence. Thus all four were rendered happy ; but 
which was moſt fo I leave you to conjecture. 
The author finiſhes with the reflection, that ſel- 
dom a woman will commit a fault, unleſs inſtigated 
by another; and that one of the ſtricteſt prudence, 
purity and virtue, may quickly loſe thoſe good qua- 


lities by falling in company with a female friend 
or nei ighbour. 


B ERANOC ER. 


BERANGER. 


Ix Lombardy, a country that has not been re- 
markable for the valour of its inhabitants, there 
lived a knight, a widower, with an only daughter. 
He had contracted debts, and was obliged to have 
recourſe to an uſurer; but this temporary ſhift, as 
it generally happens, only ſerved to plunge him the 
deeper into dif” aulties: ſo that in a ſhort time, 
being unable to ſatisfy his creditor in any other 
manner, he was obliged to compound matters by 
offering his daughter in marriage to the ſon. [This 
offer was acce ned, and the damſel eſpouſed the ſon 
of the uſurer. It is thus that the nobleſt race is i 
deſtroyed, that chivalry degenerates, and that brave 
men arc ſuccecded by a generation of reptiles who 
have no paſGon but for gold and filver. 

The old gentleman was himſelf aſhamed of this | 
alliance, and was mortified in his ſoul that he had 
caſt a blot upon the birth of his grand-children. 
He created, however, his ſon-in-law a knight, and 
armed him with his own hand. Puffed up with this 
new title, our young plebeian thought himſelf ele- 
vated into a hero. His nobility was the conſtant 
theme of his converſation, and villeins of his 
mockery. All he would liſten to, eſpecially at 

i ey table, 


1 


table, was tournaments, arms and combats. He 
hoped by that to give his wife a great opinion of 


his proweſs ; but he found that it only ſubjected 


him to her contempt. Jo impoſe on her then ina 
manner ſomewhat more ſpecious, he declared 
that, aſhamed to have ſuffered love to chain down 
his valour, he was reſolved at length to ſhew her 
what a huſband ſhe had got, and engaged. that if 
he could ſhortly fall in with an adverſary, he would 
give proofs of ſuch proweſs, as all her anceſtors 
combined together would have been unable to 
exhibit. 

Ihe next day he aroſe early; ſent for arms quite 
new and ſhining with extraordinary luftre ; then 
mounted a ſhewy charger and ſallied forth cours- 
ceouſly, The only difficulty was to determine 
whither he ſhould bend his courſe thus equipped; 
and by what means he ſhould acquire with his rib 
the reputation of a gallant knight. Not far diſ- 
tant there fortunately was a wood. Thither he 


repairs with full ſpeed ; ties up his horſe, and look- 


ing round to ſee that he was obſerved by no body, 
he hangs his ſhield on the trunk of a tree, and with 
all his force begins to exercite his ſword upon it. 
He likewiſe ſhivers his lance to pieces againſt the 
tree: after which he returns home, with his ſhield, 
all hacked and cut, ſuſpended from his neck, 3 


5 knights uſually travel, 


His 
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- His wife, as he diſmounted from his horſe, came | 

to hold the ſtirrups. He commanded her to retire, 
and diſplaying his ſhattered arms, the pretended 
evidence of his combat, obſerved, with an air of 
contempt, that the whole family from which _ 
was fo vain of deducing her origin, could not, 
together united, have born the dreadful affault 
which he had juſt ſuſtained, ' She made no anſwer, 
but went in again, not a little ſurpriſed, however, 
to ſee his ſhield battered as if he had been at a 
tournament, whilſt neither e nor nar tine 
received a ſcratch. 85 

Ihe following week our Heſs glied out aging 

and with the fame ſucceſs. He had even the in- 
folence, on this laſt occaſion, when the wife came 1 
on his return to aſſiſt him in getting off his horſe, | | 
| topuſh her from him rudely with his foot, as if | 
ſhe were not fit to touch a man of his extraordi- = | 
nary merit. The horſe, notwithſtanding, had come 
back as freſh as when he ſet out; the ſword, which 
was hacked like a ſaw, did not ſhew the leaſt trace 1 
of blood, and neither the helmet nor the coat of = | 
mail appeared to have received a ſingle blow. All 
theſe circumſtances excited a degree of miſtruſt in 
the wife. She ſtrongly ſuſpected the truth of = 
theſe terrible combats: and to know with certainty ] | 
vhat to think of i ity the in ſeeret RT herſelf |] 


© 5 with 
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with the arms of a knight, and reſolved to follow 
her huſband the next time he went out, and, if 
poſhble to retaliate with ſome kind of artifice. 
He ſoon returned to the wood, to diſpatch, as 
ve gave out, three knights who had dared to pro- 
yoke him to combat. The wife preſſed him to take 
ſome 'ſquires armed along with him, if it were 
only to guard againſt treachery. But this was what 
he would by no means agree to; and declared that 
he had confidence enough in his own arm to meer 
three men without apprehenſion, or even more, if 
they had the audacity to preſent themſelves againſt 
him. As ſoon as he was gone, the wife made haſte 
to arm herſelf. She laced on a coat of mail, hung a 
| ſword by her fide, tied a helmet on her head, and 
gallopped after the braggadocio. - 
Already had he reached the wood, where with 
a dreadful noiſe he was paying away upon his new 
ſhield. The wife at the firſt ſight was ſeized with a 
violent fit of laughter; but compoſing herſelf, came 
up, and in orderto provoke a quarrel with him, 
addreſſed him in the following abrupt manner: 
«Slave, by whatauthority doſt thou come here to cut 
down my trecs, and interrupt my progreſs with that 
odious din? Is it to put it out of thy power to give 
me ſatisfaction that thou deſtroyeſt thy ſhield? 


n as thou art, curſed be he that does not de- 


pile 
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ſpiſe thee as much as I do There arreſt thee army 
_ priſoner : Ea as c N e 


dungeons.” 


The poor knight was at this addreſs nds to 
drop down with fear. He found himſelf caught” 
without the leaſt chance of eſcaping, and did not 
feel courage enough to fight. If a child that ma- 
ment had advanced towards him, he durſt not have 
put himſelf on the defenſive. His ſword ſoon 


dropped from his hands; he intreated forgive - 


neſs, and promiſed never again to enter the wood 


during life ; and further offered, if he had done any 
damage, to make it good an hundred times over.— 


« Baſe-minded wretch, to imagine that gold can 
repreſs the indignation, and avert the vengeance 
of a brave man. TI ſhall ſhortly teach thee another 


language. Before we leave this place, ou quar- 
rel muſt be decided by arms, Quickly mount thy 
horſe, and think of defending thyſelf ; for I never 


grant quarter: and I give thee notice bctbre hand, 
that if thou art vanquiſhed, thy head inſtantly flies 
off thy ſhoulders,” At-the ſame time, ſhe lets 


fall a ſmart blow on his helmet. The terrified 
wretch anſwered trembling, that he had mage 


2 vow to God never to fight; and aſked, if it were 
not poſſible by any other means to make reparation. 
He was informed that there was one method, and 


only one.— 
"Ka: 
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x Here" it i̊ neceſſary. to interrupt the narration, 


and to claim the indulgence of the reader; who it 
is to be hoped will excuſe my juſt mentioning, that 
the fair warriour propoſes to the recreant knight 
to. kiſs a certain part of her body, as an 

expiation for the offence; that the poltroon 
acquieſces; that the. one diſmounts and preſents 


without maſk or veil, the object to which the 
other is to make ſubmiſſion, whilſt the latter tak- 


ing off his helmet, approaches with one knee upon 


the ground, and with great reſpect performs the 


ceremony, which hl to hum a very W 
remark. 12236 "ro 


When he had riſen up, he 3 the liberty of | 


dia the name of his conqueror,—< Of what 


- conſequence is that to:-you ? However, I will not 
conceal'it from you, whimſical as it is, and though 
I am the only one of my family that has borne it. 


My name, then, is Beranger. And my buſineſs is 
to ſham&cowards.” This ſaid, the lady mounted 
her horſe again and rode off. 


On her way was the reſidence of a knight, 5 
had long been in love with her; and whoſe ſuit 


till then ſhe had always rejected. But now ſhe 
went into his houſe, told him that at laſt ſhe ac- 


cepted his vows, and even took him home behind 


her. 


on 


Soon after the huſband entered, affecting to put 
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on his uſual i ; when his people aſked 


him the iſſue of his recent combat; « I am now 
at length,” faid he, „going to enjoy quiet; my 
lands are entirely cleared of the free-booters that 


infeſted them.“ 
Aſter he had diſarmed, he went in to give his 
wife an account of his laſt exploit, and was great- 


ly ſurprized to ſee a man ſitting by her ſide upon 


the couch, and to obſerve her embracing the ſtran- 


ger inſtead of getting up to receive him. He 
began to aſſume that imperious and threatening 


tone which had become familiar to him, and even 


pretended to go and bring his ſword. © Hold 
your peace,” ſaid ſhe, “you poltroon ! or if you 
dare ſo much as to breath, I ſhall ſend by Beran- 


ger you know how he treats coward 


That word cloſed his mouth. He OY 


in confuſion ; and whatever liberties his wife in- 


dulged in afterwards, he durſt not utter the leaſt 
reproach, leſt ſhe ſhould rann his mn! in 


the foreſt. 
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AUCASSIN AND NICOLETTEI, 


T Rx Count Bongars of Valence, had for the 
ſpace of ten years waged a bloody war againſt 
Garins, Count of Beaucaire. Conſtantly at the 
very gates of his city, with an hundred knights, 
and a thouſand men at arms, did Bongars ravage 
and lay waſte the country. Garins, old and infirm, 
could no longer put himſelf at the head of his vaſſals, 
Aucaflin, his ſon, might have occupied his place 
with glory: he was a young man of great come- 
neſs and ſtrength ; but love, that ſubdues all, had 
cyerpowered him, and had ſo entirely engaged his 
mind, that he would hear neither of tournaments or 
Otten did his parents fay to him: & Go, deareſt 
ſon, take 4 horſe and arms, and fuccour your peo- 
ple. With you at their head they will with more 
| ardent courage defend their walls, their homes 
and their lives.“ “ Father,” Aucaſſin would an- 
ſwer, „ have already declared to you my fixed 

5 reſolution. May Gad never grant my prayer, if [ 
gird ona ſword, mount a horſe, or take part either in 
a tournament, or a combat, till you have agreed to 
let me haveNicolette, my loyely miſtreſs, the {ole 
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object of my cares.” — —« My good Gn,” replied the: 
father, C you require what I cannot think of grant 


ing. That girl is not worthy of you. The viſ- 
count of Beaucaire, my vaſſal, who bought her 


when an infant, of the Saracens, and, who, at | 


her baptiſm, deigned to be her ſponſor, will 
marry her ſome future day to. one of her own 
rank, to ſome ſlave obliged to ſubſiſt by his labour. 
For your part, if you want a confort, I can pro- 
eure you one of princely birth. Caſt your eyes 


round France, and make your option: there is 
not a Sovereign Lord, who will not be happy to 


grant you his daughter, if we demand her.“ — 


« Ah ! my father,” rejoined Aucaſſin, « to what 
principality or kingdom on earth would not my 


| charming Nicolette be an ornament !? 


The father inſiſted till farther; and the counteſs 
joined her entreaties and her threats to thoſe of the 


Count, her huſband ; but all the anſwer they could 
get was: „My Nicolette is ſo charming; her 


beauty and her kindneſs have ſo wholly engaged 
my heart, that I can neither enjoy authority or life 


| without her.“ 


When the Count Ges Go that he could not 
wean his ſon's affections from Nicolette, he went 
to find the viſcount his vaſſal, and to deſire that 
ſhe might be baniſhed from his dominions. The 
viſcount, who feared the reſentment of Garins, : 
9 4 K 4 e 
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engaged that ſhe ſhould be ſent into a country ſo 
remote, that ſhe would never be heard of more. 
But he felt within himſelf a compunction, that 
would not allow him to puniſh innocence, and to 
treat an unoffending virgin with ſo. much cruelty, 
He beſides had an affection for her; and inſtead af 
ſending her into exile as he had promiſed, he 
thought it enough to conceal her Unger his' own 
Care. 
At the extremity of his palace, there was a lone- 
ly chamber, enlightened only by a ſmall window 
that looked into the garden. It was there that he 
reſolved to ſhut up Nicolette. He was careful to 
provide her with every neceſſary of life and all the 
indulgence her confinement could afford : butat the 
ſame time, he allotted her for a guardian an old 
dame, who was made reſponſible for the maid, and 

e not to loſe ſight of her. | 
Nicolette had beautiful fair locks, that waved 
in natural ringlets. Her eyes were blue and lively, 
her teeth ſmall, white and regular, and her face ad- 
mirably well proportioned. Her waiſt was buta 


ſpan in circumference. Her complexion reſem- 


bled the roſe of the morning ; her lips the cherry 
in ſummer; and the two little orbs that ſwelled 
out under her robe, tarniſhed the colour of the 
ſnow. In ſhort there never was ſeen a more ex- 
quiſite production of nature. 


The 
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The poor orphan, when ſhut up in this priſon, 


found her only conſolation in going to the window. 


She caſt her eyes upon the garden, where the flow- 
ers were blowing out, and the birds ſinging ;. and 
exclaimed piteouſly : * Unhappy creature that 1 


am! Here then am I encloſed for ever! Aucaflin! 
I know it is becauſe J love you] But it is in vain 


they torment me; never ſhall my work a. _ 


in my heart!” 


As ſoon as Nicolette Ae in . 
all were anxious to know the cauſe. Some avow- 
ed that ſhe had fled; others, that count Garins 
had cauſed her to be put to death. However it 
might affect others, Aucaſſin was ready to expire 
with the exceſs of his affliction. He went to the 
viſcount, and enquired of him concerning his 
miſtreſs. © Thaveloſt what was deareſt to me on 
earth,” ſaid he; © it is by you that I am deprived 
of it? If I cannot ſurvive the loſs, you muſt be re- 
ſponſible: for you will have been the cauſe of my 
death, in raviſhing from me 55 for which alone 


I wiſhed to live“ 
The viſcount, with the deſign to 4 TW 
out of his paſſion, at. firſt ſpoke 'contemptuouſly 


of the girl, as an unknown ſlave, who would ſoon _ 
give him cauſe for repentance, if with his preten- 
ſions to the daughters of ſovereign princes, he 


mould take her to his bed. But when he faw Au- 
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caſlin's paſſion riſe into rage, he was obliged to 
ſcreen himſelf by avowing the orders he had re- 
ceived from Count Garins. Form your reſolu- 
tion,” faid he, “ renounce Nicolette for ever; for 


pou will never ſee her more. And above all let 


your father be perſuaded that you have baniſhed her 
from your mind; otherwiſe I know not to what 
extreme his anger may carry him. Perhaps you 
may even cauſe her death and mine by the con- 


demnation of your father. You drive me to 


deſpair,” anſwered Aucaſſin; and without ſaying 


| another word he withdrew, leaving the viſcount 
in no leſs trouble than himſelf. On his return to 


the palace, he went to his chamber, to have lei- 


ſure to give himſelf up to his grief; there he re- 


mained overwhelmed with a load of ſorrow, and 
_ refuſing every kind of comfort or alleviation. 
But while he was in this diſtraction on account of 


his ſeparation from his miſtreſs, the Count of Bon- 


gars, who wanted to put an end at once to the war, bad 
come with his troops, to aſſault the caſtle of Beau- 
caire. The knights and warriors of the town had 
taken the alarm, and ran to the gates and the ram- 


parts to defend themſelves; while the citizens from 


the battlements poured down a ſhower of darts and 


pointed ſtakes. Buta chief was wanted to animate 


and command the combatants. 


iT he count ran diſtracted to his ſon's es 


« « Poltroon 


(m7) 
44 poltroon as thou art, wilt thou quietly fit by and 
fee thy father ſtripped of all his poſſeſſions ? what 
will remain for thee, after this oaſtle is taken? | _ 
ſon, mount your horfe, go and join my vaſſals in des 
fence of your inheritance, If you ſhould not have 
even the courage to fight with them, your preſence 
alone will augment their valour, and will enable 
them to conquer,” —« My father, anſwered the 
youth, «ſpare yourſelf the trouble of making re- 
monſtrances that can be of no avail. I once re- 
_ peat my declaration; and I call upon the ven- 
geance of God, if I go into battle either to give 
or receive a blow, till you grant me Nicolette. 
« Son,” replied the count; „I would rather a- 5 
erifice all.” On ſaying which, he retired. 
Aucaſſin ran after him to call him back. © Well, 
father,” ſaid he, © accept a propoſal. I will take 
up arms and go out to battle, on condition that - 
you promiſe, if I return alive, to let me have ano- 
ther interview with Nicolette. I only require to 
ſpeak a few words with: her, and to exchange a 
kiſs,” Let it be ſo?” anfwered the count; 1 
give you my word for the performance.” Aucafin 
then ordered arms to be brought to him, and 
mounting a horſe full of mettle, with a helmet on 
{his head, and lance in hand, he advanced to one of 
che gates and ſallied out of it, ; 
The joyful ne of ſeeing ſoon his eharm- 
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ing Nicolette, and the idea above al of the promiſed 
kiſs, had ſo filled his mind with pleaſure, that he 


was tranſported beyond himſelf, His thoughts being 
ſolely engaged on her, he moved forward without 


conſulting either his ears or eyes, and ſpurred his 


horſe with ſuch animation, that he quickly carried 
him into the midſt of the enemy's ſquadrons. It 


was not till he was ſurrounded on all ſides, till they 


cried “ that is the young Count Aucaſſin, and 
he found his ſhield and his lance wreſted from him, 


that he recovered his ſenſes. He then made a vi- 


gorous effort to diſengage himſelf from his adver- 

faries. He unſheathed his ſword, which he plied 

manfully on the right and left, cut off the heads and 
arms of his opponents, and like a wild boar beſet 
by dogs in the foreſt, opened himſelf a puſlage 
covered with blood. At length after having killed 


or wounded ſeventeen knights, he made his way 


through the enemies“ ranks, and puſhing on at 


full ſpeed regained the city. | 
The Count Bongars, hearing the cries. that an- 


nounced the capture of Aucaſſin, had made haſte 


to partake of the triumph. Aucaſſin in his retreat 


recogniſed the count, and gave him ſo violent a 
blow with his ſword upon the helmet, that he un- 
horſed him. He then ſeized and dragged him into 
the city, to preſent him as a priſoner to his father. 


« Sire,” ſaid hy. is here! is che enemy, who for the 
175 ſ; "ace 
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pace of ten years has given you ſo much alarm.” 

— Ah! my ſon,” anſwered the father, © it is 
thus that at your age a youth ſhould ſignalize him- 
ſelf, and not by ſilly amours.” —<« Father,” re- 
plied Aucaflin, © no reflections, I intreat you; I 
have diſcharged my engagement; now think of 
performing yours.“ What, my dear ſon ?”— 
« What ! did you not make me a ſolemn promiſe, 
that if I would go out to the battle, I ſhould once 
more ſee and exchange a kiſs with Nicolette? If 


you do not recolle& the engagement, I, for my 
part have not forgotten it.” May I die inſtantly. 


if Tagree to it? I would rather, were ſhe in my 


power this moment, throw her before your face 
into the flames.” —< Father, is that your final re- 
ſolution ??”——< Yes, by heavens ??—< Indeed I 

am much concerned to find you capable of ſuch a 
breach of honour.“ Then turning to Bongars, 
« Count of Valence,” ſaid he, & are you not my 


priſoner ?**—Moſt aſſuredly, Sir,”—< Then give 


me your hand, and make a ſolemn oath never to 
omit an occaſion during life to hurt and diſgrace 
my father.” —<© Sir, lam your priſoner, and you 


may require for my ranſom what you pleaſe. De- 
mand gold, ſilver, horſes, dogs, furs, either white 
or grey, I will engage for all; but ceaſe, I pray 
you, to treat me with mockery and inſult,” 4 
will have no reply, no o gain-ſaying,” anſwered 
Aucaſin, 
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Aucaſſin, « either comply wich my N o 
3 moment by my ſw 
- Bongars, terrified at this endes ER no fur. 
ther reſiſtance, but took all the oaths required; 
after which his conqueror conducted him to one of 


the gates and ſet him at liberty. But all that Au- 
eaſſin acquired by his atchievement, was the count's 


order to be arreſted and impriſoned in the tower, 
Nicolette continued in her confinement ſtricty 


watched. One night being unable to compoſe 


her eyes to ſleep, ſhe perceived the moon ſhining 


with prodigious brightneſs in the firmament, and 
heard the nightingale's plaintive notes reſound in 
the garden: for it was in that pleaſant time of the 


year, when the days are long, and the nights ſe- 
rene. Her thoughts were then engaged on Aucaſ- 


ſin, her lover, and the perſecution ſhe ſuffered 
from the Count Garins. The old woman ap- 
pointed to guard her, was at that moment aſleep ; 
and Nicolette thought the opportunity favourable 


for her eſcape. She roſe without noiſe, put her 


ſilken mantra upon her ſhoulders, and fixing her 
| ſheets, tied together, to the ſaſh of the window, 
he uſed them as a rope, and ſlipped down into 
the garden. By the light of the moon ſhe diſ- 
| cerned the garden gate, which ſhe opened; and, | 
_ obliged to croſs the town in her night, ſhe arrived 
under the very tower in which her lover was con- 


fined, | 75 T his 


„ 
This tower was ancient, and had crevices open 
in ſeveral places. The maid as ſhe paſſed along, 
fancied ſhe heard a perſon complaining ; and ap- 
plying her car to one of thoſe openings, ſhe knew 
the voice to be that of Aucaſſin, who was lament- 
ing his hapleſs love. When ſhe had liſtened for 
ſome time, « Aucaſlin,” ſaid ſhe, © gallant bache- 
lor, why weep and lament in vain? I am hatefut 
to your father and your family ; we cannot meet 
and live together; adieu! I am going to croſs the 
ſeas, and to hide myſelf in a far diſtant country.“ 
On ſaying which ſhe cut off a lock of her hair, and 
threw it into the tower. The lover received the 
gift with tranſport. He kiſſed it in raptures, and 
then concealed it in his boſom. But what Nico. 
lette had juſt announced to him filled him with 
| deſpair. © My charmer,” he cried, « you muſt. 
not leave me, unleſs you mean to doom me to * 
ſtruction.“ | 
The ſentinel, poſted upon 16. tower, overheard 
their diſcourſe, and pitied them, All at once he 
deſcried, at the further end of the ſtreet, the ſol- 
diers coming their rounds, with drawn ſwords un- 
der their cloaks. “ She will be diſcovered and ar- 
reſted” ſaid he, within himſelf, . what a pity that ſo 
beautiful a damſel ſhould periſh ! Alas Aucaffin,” 
my prince, will alſo ſuffer. The charitable ſen- 
tine] would fain have warned Nicolette fully of 
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her danger; but that the ſoldiers ſhould not dif. 
cover it, he could do it no otherwiſe you wt N 
ſong appoſite to the occaſion. 4 . 

The fair one eaſily divined the 3 of the 
fong ; and after breathing out an acknowledgment 
to the kind centinel, fhe wrapped herſelf up in her 
mantua, and fayoured by the ſhadow of a poſt, hid 

herſelf in an angle of the tower, ſo that the ſoldiers 
paſſed by without obſerving her. When they had 
got to a diſtance, ſhe bade adieu! to her lover, and 


approached the walls of the on, to ſeek a pak 


fage for her eſcape. 


There was ſhe terrified at frft looking over, 


with the ſight of a very deep ditch; but the dan- 
ger that already threatened her, from the anger of 
the Count Garins, overcame all leſſer apprehen- 
ſions; ſo, after commending herſelf to God ſhe 
flipped down into the moat. Her delicate hands 
and tender feet, not uſed to ſuch encounters, were 
wounded in ſeveral places. Nevertheleſs her 
fears made her inſenſible of the pain. But to 
have reached the bottom of the ditch. was not 
enough; it was neceſſary to climb the other 
| brink ; and here lay the difficulty. Her good for- 
tune, however, directed her to one of thoſe ſharp- 
pointed ſtakes, that had been hurled by the defend- 


ers of the town upon the enemy in the Jate aſſault. 
; 5 ſhe employed to dig her way, firſt adyancing 


with 
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with one foot, and then another; till at length, 
with much our” and labour, ſhe e = 
ſummit. 

At twice the diſtance of a bow-ſhot from the 
ditch, was the border of the foreſt, about one 
and twenty leagues in extent each way, and full of 
all ſorts of venomous and ravenous animals, Ni- 
colette durſt not enter it, through fear of being 
devoured. On the other hand, as ſhe was in im- 
minent danger of being apprehended and carried 
back to priſon, ſhe ventured to conceal herſelf in 
a ſmall thicket, which made the ſelvage of the : 
wood. There, fatigued and exhauſted, ſhe lay 
down and ſlept till the morning, when ſome ſhep- 

| herds were driving their focks to the . ver- 
dure. 
| Whilſt the animals fads on the borders of the 
1 the ſhepherds went and fat down by a 
| ſtream that winded round it. There ſpreading on 
the earth a cloak, they put their proviſions down 
and began their breakfaſt. Nicolette, whom the 
noiſe awakened, approached them, and ſaluting 
them courteouſly enquired, if they knew Aucaſſin, 
ſon of Garins, the count of Beaucaire. They 
anſwered in the affirmative; but the inſtant theß 
caſt their eyes upon her, they were dazzled at her 
charms, and took her for ſome fairy, that frequent- 
= the wood,” She further {aid „My friends, I 
deſire 


1 3 


deſire that you will go and tell him, that there is 


here a white-coloured doe, for which he would 
readily give five hundred marks in gold, or indeed 
all the gold in the world, if it was in his diſpoſal 
that he is deſired to come and catch her, and that 
me is endowed with the virtue to cure him of all 
evils: but that unleſs he comes within three days, 
he will never find her, and may renounce for ever 
all hopes of cure. She then opened her purſe, 
and gave them ſome money, which they accepted; 
not undertaking to go to the town on purpoſe to 
 aSquaint Aucaſſin, with what ſhe deſired, but 


they pramiſed to do it, if they ſhould fall in with 


him: to which the afſented and retired. 


Charmed with the hopes ſhe had received, ſhe 


thought of nothing from that moment, but the re- 

ception ſhe ſhould give her Iover. For that pur- 
| Poſe, ſhe conſtructed near the road, a ſmall arbour, 
made of green branches; with which, at the ſame 
time, ſhe was deſirous of trying him. © If his 
love is as violent as he declares, when he ſees 
this, it will arreſt his attention.” When the ar- 
bour was completed, and garniſhed with flowers 
and odoriferous herbs, the fair one ſtepped aſide 
⁊ few paces, and fat down under a thicket, to ſee 
what Aucaſſin would do on his arrival. 


_ He had been liberated from his impriſonment. 


i The Viſcount was no ſooner informed of the 
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eſcape of his. ward, than he went, in order to alloy 
any ſuſpicions of the count his ſovereign, to inforin 1 
him, that ſhe had died in the night; and Garins, ö 
freed in conſequence of her ſuppoſed death from 14} 
his apprehenſions, reſtored Aucaſſin to his liberty, \ 
He even took it into his head, for the conſolation = 
of his ſon, to give an entertainment to all his bas | | 
rons and vaſſals. The court aſſembled was numes 
rous, and there abounded a variety of amuſe: ents — | 
but Aucaſſin could taſte no pleafure in tac abſence 3 
of his love. Plunged in the deepeſt melancholy, - 
he kept himſelf apart from the company, learning [| 
forrowfully againſt a pillar, . A knight coming up || 
to him faid, © Sire, I have been ſick like you, and 3 
of the fame malady ; I am therefore qualified to 
offer you my advice upon the ſubject. Get on 
horſeback, and ride. along the edge of the foreſt ; 

the ſinging of the birds, the freſhneſs of the ver- 
dure, the beauty of the flowers, or ſomething elſe 
perhaps may afford you relief.” Aucaſſin thanked 
him; and immediately withdrawing himſelf from 
the hall, and ordering his horſe to be ſaddled, he 
rode out and proceeded towards the foreſt. 
The ſhepherds were ſitting in the fame place as 
in the morning, cloſe by the margin of the ſtream. 
They had purchaſed two large cakes, which they 
had come to eat, ſpreading their cloaks, as before, 
upon the graſs, © Comrades,” faid one, whoſe 
N OY 5 name 


„ 
name was Lucas, God preſerve our gentle 
Count Aucaſlin, and the damſel of the flaxen locks 
to whoſe bounty we are indebted for theſe cakes,” 
Aucaſſin, overhearing this, ſuſpected that hit 
lovely Nicolette had been with thera, He accoſt- 
ed them, and gave them money to induce them to 

a further explanation. When he aſked them the 
meaning of what had juſt been ſpoken, the 

moſt intelligent of the band recounted the 
adventure of the morning, with the meſ- 
ſage they were charged to deliver to him, 


and the ſtory of the white doe, which he 


was invited to purſue, © God grant me to find 
it,” ſaid he, and entered the wood. His clothes 
torn at every ſtep by thorns and briars, were 
quickly reduced almoſt to tatters. His hands, 


his arms, his body, were ſo lacerated in a ſhort | 


time, that he might have been traced by his 
blood. But his mind was ſo occupied with the 
thoughts of Nicolette, that he was not an 
| o any pain or inconvenience. 

Thus did he paſs the remainder of Fl day.in in a 


fruitleſs ſearch. When the darkneſs of the night 


came on, he was obliged to deſiſt for a while: but 
| ſoon after the moon breaking out with ſplendous 
he continued his progreſs. - At length his good 


fortune led him to the arbour, wank the fair damſel 


| had conſtrutted, ' 


_ 
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At fight of the flowers, with which the 
arbour was decorated, he ſaid to himſelf : « Sure- 
y my Nicolette has been here, and it muſt be the. 
that with her beauteous hands raiſed that green 
hut. For her lake I will paſs the night in it.” 
Inſtantly he *difmounted from his horſe ; but 
ſuch was his eagerneſs and precipitation, that he 
fell down and diſlocated his ſhoulder. . Notwith- 
ſtanding this aceident, he contrived, with the 
other arm, to faſten his horſe to a tree. He then 
entered the arbour, and without thinking of his 
ſufferings, he exclaimed; ig ,amorous tranſport : 
Happy flowers and branches that have been cull- 
ed by my ng Nicolette How I N your 
et ig F 

Ihe damtel was not far off, and . PEE ns, 
She ran to him with open arms and embraced him 
tenderly; c My Aucaflin have J again found 
you!“? He on his part, locked her in his arms, 
and almoſt ſmothered her with his embraces. « Ah, 
Nicolette, but juſt now my ſufferings were pain- | 
ful ; but now that I hold you, I no longer feel 
them!“ Nicolette, alarmed at what he ſaid, aſked 
him the cauſe of his pain; ſhe felt his ſhoulder, 
which ſeemed to her out of order, and with the 
help of heaven ſhe contrived to ſet it in its 
right place. She then applied to it the Juice of 
certain ſalutary plants and herbs, of which ſhe was 

N „ acquainted 
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wequaitited with the. en and bound it with L 
fragment of her robe. ; 

His hurt being thus nend ſhe aſked him, whit 
were his intentions. * Your father,” ſaid ſhe, 
-< when informed of your flight will, you may be 
aſſured, by break of day, ſend in purſuit of you 
perſons who will beat the foreſt. If you are found 
J know not what will be the conſequence ; but 
for my own part, I am aware that I ſhall be putts 
2 cruel death. ſhall take meaſures to prevent 
it, anſwered the youth; and mounting his horſe, 
he took up his miſtreſs i in his arms, and carried 
her off, kiſſing feceeffively her forehead, her eyes, 
and her mouth. She aſked whither he was go- 
ing; « ] know not,” anſwered he ; nor do J 
think it of much . 5 where I go, ſince I have 
you along with me. 

After having traverſed ede and lis 
after paſſing through ſever} towns and villages, 
they arrived at the ſea- ſnore. Aucaſſin perceived 
ſome merchants in their veſſels under fail, He 
made a ſignal ; on which they hoiſted out their 
boat, and he obtained 2 paſſage for himſelf and 
his miſtreſs. 

A dreadful Rorm acifing obliged them ſoon to 
take ſhelter in the port of Torlore. In this city 
Aucaſſin reſided three years, completely happy in 
che poſſeſſion of his Nicolette. But a Saracen 

Meet 
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fleet came to diſturb this repoſe. They attacked 
the caſtle, took it and pillaged-the town and car- 
tied off the inhabitants, taking with them the twa 
lovers into captivity. The damſel was conveyed 
into one veſſel, and the youth, e bands and 
feet, into an other. 

On a ſudden, a freſh gale aroſe, nod ſeparated 
the fleet. The veſſel that bore Aucaſſin, toſſed 
about from coaſt to coaſt, at laſt was driven into 
Beaucaire. The inhabitants, running to the ſhore 
were happily furprized in the arrival of their young 

Count. His father and mother had both died dur- 
ing his abſence. They therefore acknowledged 
him as their liege lord, and conducted him in 
pomp to the caſtle, where he took. poſſeſſion of 
his ſovereignty, and where he had nothing. . 
gret but the loſs of Nicolette, 

The veſſel in which ſhe was taken, belonged 68 

the king of Carthage, who had come on that ex- 
pedition with twelve ſons, all kings as well as 
himſelf, Raviſhed with het beauty, the young 
princes treated her with reſpect, and often aſked 
the name of her parents and her country. «© Iam. 
ignorant of it,” anſwered ſhe, * All I know 
is, that I was taken away from my parents at a 
very early age, and fold by Saracens.” But on 
her entrance into Carthage, what was her ſurpriſe 
0 recogniſe the walls and ſtreets of the place in 
which 


4. 


—e = — — — , — rr Cs OF EA a 


(. 240 ) 


which ſhe had been brought up! that of the king 
was not inferior, when, by ſome circumſtances 
| which ſhe related, he found ſhe was his own 


daughter. He threw his arms around her and 


was diſſolved in tears of joy. The princes em- 


braced her, and overwhelmed her with careſſes. 


A few days after they propoſed to her the ſon of a 
Saracen king for her huſband; but ſhe would not 


eſpouſe a Saracen, and thought only of the means 


of recovering her lover, whoſe idea occupied her 


mind perpetually, . F106 
With this intention, ſhe thonght of learning to 


157 on the violin. As ſoon as ſhe had 8 


it ſufficiently, ſhe made her eſcape at night from 


the palace, and went to the ſea-ſhore, where ſhe 
took up her abode with a poor woman, There, 
in order to diſguiſe herſelf, ſhe ſtained her hands 


and face with the juice of an herb : ſhe then put 


on a youth's apparel, and obtained leave of a mari- 


ner, who. was bound for Provence, to go on board 


his veſſel. The voyage was proſperous, Nico- 
lette diſembarked with her violin; and in the 


guiſe of a minſtrel, went playing through the 


country, til ſhe arrived at Beaucaite. 


- Aucaflin at the moment of her arrival, was + lit 


ting with his barons on the ſteps before his pa- 
lace, He looked towards the wood, where ſome 
years before he had fallen in with his beloved Ni- 


Colette, 


E 
eolette, and the recollection drew forth a ſigh, 
She approached, and without appearing to know 
him: „My Lords,” ſaid ſhe, would you wiſh 
to hear the amours of the accompliſhed Aucaſſin 
and Nicolette his miſtreſs ?” All having teſtified 
the moſt anxious deſire, ſhe took out-of a caſe her 
violin, and accompanying it with her voice, re- 
counted how Nicolette loved Aucaſſin; how ſhe 
eſcaped from priſon ; how they met in the foreſt, 
with all the particulars of. their joint adventures to 
the time of their ſeparation, and of her own, to her 
arrival at Carthage. During the whole of her 
ſong, Aucaſſin was almoſt tranſported. His heart 
was ſo oppreſſed, that it was with difficulty he 
could draw breath. When ſhe had finiſhed, he 
took aſide the pretended minſtrel, and aſked if he 
knew this Nicolette, of whom he had been ſing- 
ing. Our minſtrel anſwered, he had ſeen her at 
Carthage, and that ſhe was the moſt faithful lover, 
the moſt conſtant and loyal that ever exiſted. She 
then related the manner in which Nicolette was 
aiſcovered by the king her father; and all the 
trouble ſhe had ſuffered on account of the propoſed 
marriage. I beg, my good friend, ”? ſaid Au- 
caſſin, “that you will return to her, and tell her 
from me, that if I had known what country had the 
happineſs to contain her, I ſhould quickly have 
Rown to her relief. Tell her, that I have been 
x Jo continually. 
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continually in the moſt anxious expectation of her, 
and that I have ſworn never to eſpouſe any other 
roman. Go; and if you can prevail on her to 
come and give me her hand, you ſhall receive in 
recempenee, as much gold and ſilver as ee can 
demand, or J ean give.“ 

On the pretended minſtrel's ene to uſe hi 
-utmoſt efforts to execute his commiffion with ef. 
fect, Aucaſſin preſented him before-hand with 
twenty marks of ſilver. The damſel withdrew; 
but in turning her head to take a parting look 4 
her lover, ſhe perceived his cheeks bedewed with 


tears. Her heart melted at the fight. She 


came back to deſire that he would take courage, 
and aſſured him that, in a very ſhort time, ſooner 
perhaps than he himſelf expected, he ſhould 
"Tee once more his beloved miſtreſs. | 

On leaving the count's palace, Nicolette te- 
e paired to that of the viſcount of Beaucaire. She 
found that he had died ſome time before, and de- 
manded an audience of the widow, to whom ſhe 
made herſelf known. This lady, who had brought 
up, under her own inſpection, the charming in- 
fant, and had conſidered it as her own child, was 
_ overjoyed to ſee her, and provided her with apart- 
ments in the houſe. Nicolette, by means of an 
herb, got rid of the artificial black, which ſhe had 
"flamed to diſguiſe her countenance, In I 
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than eight days, reſt and a few baths reſtored her 


to her priſtine beauty. The viſcounteſs then 


decorated her . perſon with the moſt ſplendid and 


becoming dreſs ; and ſeating her upon a couch, 
covered with a rich filk damaſk, ſhe went te 


ſeek Aucaſſin. 


Since meeting with the mjxftrel, he had paſſed 


his days and nights in inceſſant, diſquiet, The 
lady found him in tears when ſhe entered.“ Au- 
caſſin, ſaid ſhe, “you ſeem to be oppreſſed hy 


ſorrow, T am come to diſſipate your grief, and 
41. you What will convert it into joy; follow 


He followed her full of anxiety and hope. : 
The chamber door was opened, and preſented to 


his delighted eyes the view of his enchanting Ni- 


colette | He was ſo enraptured as to be incapable 
of motion, Nicolette, ſpringing from the couch, 
ran to his embraces. A thouſand tender endear- 


ments enſued, The ſummons of the night could 


not ſeparate them, and the morning dawned on 
their mutual careſſes. At length when a rea- 


ſonable opportunity arrived, Aucaſſin conducted 


his miſtreſs to the church, where he eſpouſed her, 


and made her counteſs of Beaucaire. Thus 


after ſo many. croſſes. and misfortunes, theß 
found reparation. in a permanent union. They 
preſerved inviolate their reciprocal attachment, 


and palled a long and happy life together. 


„ THY 
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THE WOMAN-THAT MADE THRICE 
THE CIRCUIT OF THE CHURCH, 


Auus BAND that 3 to entrap a 
eunning wife, might as well attempt to catch the 
devil. Though he beat her for a whole day to- 
gether, and half kill her with ſtripes, they will 
have no effect the next, but ſhe will be ready to 
' recommence her old tricks. It is really curious 
to ſee a woman who has a ſimpleton for a huſband, 
and has a deſign in perſuading him to any thing, 
Obſerve her artifice; ſhe will contrive to wind 
and twiſt him in ſuch a manner, as to make him 
believe at laſt that the deen tumble doyn ii in 
' Cinders. -. 

I made this remark: from the ont ofa a young 
woman, who was married to a Squire, either of 
Beauſſe or Berry; at preſent I do not recollect 
which. But what remember well, is that ſhe had 

an intrigue. with the Parſon, and that ſhe had ſo 

violent a regard for him, that there was nothing, 
however difficult, that ſhe would not readily under- 

take, if he required it, to prove her affection. 

Thus, on her coming one day to church, the 

prieſt after the ſervice was over, begged her to 
meet 
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meet him at night, as he ſaid, for ſome very im- 
portant affair, in a certain ſhrubbery; ; which ſhe 
agreed to without heſitation. What rendered it 
then more convenient for- her, was the huſband 
being abſent from home. As to the buſineſs 
the parſon had with her, I can give you no 
account of it. I ſhall only tell you, that their 
houſes, built in the middle of a large thicket, : 
were full a quarter of a league diſtant from each 
other; that about half way between the two was 
the ſhrubdery, and that it belonged to a ſervant. 
of St. Arnold, the prince of cuckolds. 

In the evening, when the ſun was down, and 
the parſon thought he could flip out, without be- 
ing perceived, he went privately to the ſhrubbery, 
and there waited for the dame. She was prepar- 
ing on her part, to give him the meeting, when 
gallen her huſband entered the houſe, and by 
bis unexpected return, haſtily deranged the ren= 
dezvous. Any other woman, doubtleſs, would 
have bee diſconcerted, and at a loſs what to do 
but our heroine had no notion of forfeiting her 
word for ſuch a trifling impediment, and notwith- 
ſtanding this unſeaſonable interruption, ſhe gore in 
readineſs to keep her appointment, 5 

The huſband was fatigued and wet. Under 
pretence of not ſuffering him to wait in danger 
of getting cold, ſhe ſerved him with ſupper im- 
L 3 ;  mediately, 
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mediately, and you may eaſily conceive ſhe did 


not trifle away her time in preparing ſeveral diſhes, 


My dear,” ſaid ſhe every moment, “ you are 
tired; let me adviſe you to eat but little. When 
one has walked a great way repofe is moſt wanted, 


Come and lie down; take my advice; and do not 
go and dry yourſelf by the fire merely to fit up,” 


She was ſo impatient to get rid of him, that ſhe 
would hardly allow him time to finiſh his meal, 


but almoſt ſnatched the victuals out of his mouth, 


At length, by preaching to him in the ſame ſtrain, 


| ſhe ſo far prevailed on her good man, that flattered 


with her care and attention, he ſuffered himſelf, 


though he had not half ſatisfied his want, nf to be 


oonducted to bed. 
He reckoned that his wife was going to li 
 downt with him: but ſeeing ſhe did not begin to 


undreſs, he aſked her the reaſon. « Sir,“ ſaid 


| the, © it is till time enough for me. You know 
that I am preſſed to finiſh the cloth that I have 
been working. Go to ſleep; while I go on with 
my work.” “ Surely the woman is poſſeſſed with 
the devil,” . replied the huſband in a diſcontented 
tone. She has always ſomething to be done, 
when I lie down, and then the next man itis 
as difficult to rouſe her,” 
Nevertheleſs, after grumbling a little longer, he 
8 croſſed nn and fell _ The wife, you 


may 
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may imagine, did not waſte her time in watching. 
him; but ran in haſte to the ſhrubbery, where her, 
friend waited for her, and where that important af - 
fair I mentioned, was ſo ſatisfactorily diſcuſſed; 
that the time ſlipped away * their SS 
aware of it. 

About midnight the 'ſquire awaked, and a- 
prized not to find his wife by his ſide, called the 
chambexgnaid to know what was become of 
her. She told me,” anſwered the ſervants 
& when ſhe went out, that not to loſe time ſhe. 
was going to finiſh her work at her godmother's.“ 
We need not doubt that the good man made a wry: 
face, when he learnt that his wife was out at ſo 
late an hour. He quickly put on his clothes and 
ran to the godmother's, who was faſt aſleep in bed, 
and knew nothing of the *ſquire's errand. To 
well convinced then of what he had apprehended, 
he returned homeward in a rage; and from ſome. 
ſuſpicions that aroſe in his head, he, thought of 
taking the-ſhrubbery in his way. But his wife 
was lucky enough to perceive him coming, and 
kept herſelf ſo cloſe, that he paſſed by without: 
diſcovering her. Nevertheleſs, it being time to- 8 

return home, after he had got to ſome dlitance,- 
ſhe aroſe and took leave of her friend, & Tam 
in the greateſt dread on your account, ſaid tie 
"ome * * you are going to get yourſelf. ned 
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he will certainly diſpatch you.” —« Think only 
of yourſelf,” replied ſhe, ſmiling ; “ take care 
that you are not ſeen by any one; the reſt is my 
buſineſs, and you may ſleep in quiet.“ 
On her entrance at home, ſhe was received with 
a torrent of abuſe, * Strumpet, vixen, whence 


come you? I'll engage you have been along with 


the parſon. (He ſaid the truth, alas]! without 
knowing it.) I can now account for your im- 
portunity to get me to bed.” She liſtened to his 
_ reproaches with aſtoniſhing coolneſs, did not an- 
wer a word, but let him throw away his fire, in 
Hopes, no doubt, that the quarrel would end there, 
But when ſhe found that he took her filence for 
a confeſſion of her guilt, and in conſequence ſeized 


her by the hair to cut it off.“ Stop, 22 ſhEgried, 1 


4 and judge whether I am to blame. You know 


Sir, the extreme anxiety I have to get you an heir. 


T now think myſelf fully aſſured of one, and my 
vows are in part fulfilled already, But I am ſtill 
ignorant of the ſex of the infant that I have con- 


ceived, and that is what I. am fo deſirous to know, 


1 have been enquiring of every body; 3 J have queſ- 
. tioned all my female friends, and they told me 


— but you will laugh at me:“ and then, af- 
fecting a kind of baſhfulneſs, ſhe ſeemed to bluſh, 
| This appearance of myſtery, this air of embar- 


ranent, and the beginning of an explanation ſo 
ſingular, 


( 249 ) 


ſingular, excited the curioſity of the huſband. 
He ordered her to 80 on. But ſhe required a 
good deal of prefling g⁵ g, made him promiſe he would 
not laugh at her, and at length, as he was going 
to be angry, ſhe proceeded : Well, ſince you 
are reſolved to know it, they inſtructed me in a 


ſecret, which they fay is infallible ; and this is it. 


One muſt go three nights running to the gate of 
the church, and each time walk three times round 
the walls without ſpeaking ; afterwards one muſt 


fay the Lord's Prayer three times, and laſtly dig a 


hole with one's nails in the earth. The third day 


after, one is to go and examine the hole. If it is 


open, the child will be a boy ; if ſhut, a girl. The. 
day before yeſterday Lbegan the ſolemn proceſs ; to 
| igt A fi finiſhed my laſt circuit, and to-morrow I 
ſhall be acquainted with the iſſue ; or as it is now 
paſt midnight, Ican this inſtant learn it, if you 


will give me leave.” 


She then begged her huſband to return with her 
to the church. It was in vain that he endeavour- 
ed to be excuſed, and urged that it would be ſoon 


enough when they went to maſs ; ſhe preſſed him 
ſo importunately, and ſhewed ſo extravagant a 


deſire to ſatisfy her longings, that the honeſt Squire, 
in conſideration of the condition ſhe declared her- 


ſelf to be in, at laſt agreed to accompany her. 


op there was light enough to durect their 
L 1 . 
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way, ſhe inſiſted on taking a lanthorn, that they 


might ſee the better, 
When they arrived at the church gate, ſhe 
ſhews him ata ſmall diſtance from it, the ſpot where 
| ſhe faid ſhe had been digging, and begs him to go 
and ſee what ſhe was to expect. He approaches 
the place, looks about, opens the lanthorn, looks 
again, and cries he can find no hole. At this in- 
telligence the wife runs up to him in tranſport, 
She throws her arms round his neck, weeps 
through joy, embraces him over and over again, 
-falls upon her knees to thank God for the favour 
ſhe has obtained, and plays ſo many extravagant 
tricks, that the huſband, enraptured likewiſe, em- 
braces her in his turn, and returns home with her 
full of joy. 
What are we to deduce from this ſtory ? ? 4 


this: when a woman has got a ſimple huſband, 


it is her own fault, if ſhe does not obtain all that 
| we deſires, ne 
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THE THREE BEGGARS or Come 
PIEGNE. 


TREE blind e e way i 
from Compiegne, to ſeek alms in the neighbours ih 5 
hood. They kept the high road to Senlis, and 
walked at a great pace, each holding a cup and 
ſtick in his hand. A young eccleſiaſtic, well 
mounted, who was riding towards Compiegne, 
and attended by a valet on horſe-back, was ſtruck 
at a diſtance with their ſteady and rapid ſtrides. 
« Thoſe fellows?” faid he, © for men, who appear: 
blind, make very firm ſteps, I'll endeavour to 
find them out, and fee if they are not impoſtors. ? 
Accordingly as he came near them, and as the 
beggars, hearing the trampling of the horſes feet. 
had ranged themſelves in a line to aſk for charity | g ; 
he called to them, and pretending to give them 
ſome money, but in reality giving them nothing, 
aid: “. There is a beſant; it is intended for you 
al three; ; and you will divide it between you.” — 
« Yes, your reverence; and may God bleſs you 
in return for it.“ Although not one of them re- 
ceived the money, yet each was confident his 
en had got it. Thus, after many thanks and 
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good wiſhes to the horſeman, they reſumed their | 


march, full of ſpirits ; but at the ſame time ſlack- 
ening their pace, 
The churchman feigned alſo to ba ol his 
journey: but at ſome diſtance he alighted, and 
delivering his horſe to the care of his valet, di- 
rected him to wait his arrival at the gates of 


Compiegne; then gently approached the beggars, 


and followed them to wiki the iſſue of the ad- 
Venture. 
When they no wager heard the noiſe of horſes, 
5 the leader of the little band halted : « Comrades,” 
faid he, © we have made a good day's work; and 


I think we had beſt return to Compiegne ; and | 


Fpend the money this good chriſtian has given us, 
It is along time fince we have had a carouſal; and 
now we have enough to enjoy ourſelves complete- 
iy: let us think of nothing but pleaſure, 


On their arrival in the town, they heard a cry 
| of, good wine, wine of Soiſſons, wine of Auxerre, 
fiſh and good fare, walk in gentlemen, pray walk 
in: They would not go any farther, but entered 


the firſt houſe; and after having cautioned the 
people not to judge of their means by their out- 


ward appearance, in the tone of men who derive 


confidence from the weight of their purſe, they 
a that n might ly forved quickly, and 
well. 


[th 


( 253 ) 


well. Nicholas (for that was the name of the 

landlord) being uſed ſometimes to ſee perſons of 

| their vocation ſpend more than ſuch as appear to 
be in much more affluent circumſtances, received 
them reſpectfully. He ſhewed them into his beſt 


dining room; begged they would be ſeated and 


order what they liked beſt, aſſuring them, that 
there was nothing in Compiegne but what he could 
ſet before them, and in a ſtyle that would give 
them perfect ſatisfaction. They defired that 
plenty of good things might be got ready ; and 


inſtantly maſter, waiter, maid, all in the houſe 


ſet about it. A neighbour Was even ſent for to 8 
aſſiſt. At length by virtue of ſeveral hands and 


good ſpeed, they contrived to ſerve up a 


good dinner of hve diſhes: and immediately the 
beggars ſat down to it, laughing, ſinging, drink- 
ing to each other, and diverting themſelves with 
clumſy jokes on the ſimple traveller who. was at 


the expence of the feaſt. 
He had followed them with his 1 to piths | inn, 
and was within hearing of their merriment, He 


even reſolved, that he might not loſe any part of, 


it, to dine and ſup in a ſnug manner with the land- 


lord. The beggars all this time occupied the 
beſt room, and were waited; on like noblemen. 


Their mirth was thus prolonged till the night was 


your: far 8 n to make a ſuitable cloſe 
to 
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to ſo jovial a hey, they each called for a bed, and 


went to reſt. 


The next morning the lation, who wanted 
to get rid of them, ſent his ſervant to call them up, 


When they were come down ftairs, he made out 


their bill, which amounted to ten pence. That 

was the moment the miſchievous church-man fo 
impatiently expected. Lo enjoy the tranſaction 

more at his eaſe, he came and poſted himſelf in a 
corner of the room, but without ſhewing him- 
ſelf, leſt his preſence might be a reſtraint on the 
_ gueſts, Maſter, fail the blind men to the land- 


lord, we have a beſant; take your account and 


give us our change. He holds out his hand to 
receive it, and as no one offers it him, he aſks 
which of the three is the pay-maſter. At firſt all 
are ſilent; he aſks them again, when each ſays, 
«Tt is not I.” The landlord then gets into a 
paſſion— So, gentlemen vagrants, you think I. 
am to ſerve here as a butt for your diverſion. Be 
ſo good as to end all this mockery, and pay me im- 
mediately my ten pence, otherwiſe I'll give you 
all three a drubbing.” They then began to en- 
quire of each other for the piece of money; to 
ſuſpect each other's honeſty, to call names, to 
quarrel; till at length ſuch an uproar and confuſion 
enſued, that he Wy after Sins each of them 
| . a box 
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à box on the ear, called his ſervant to come down | 


with two good ſticks. 

The eccleſiaſtic all this while bit honing in 
his hiding place, till he was ready to fall into con- 
vulſions. But when he found the affair was be- 
coming ſerious, and heard them talk of ſticks, he 


came forward, and with an air of furprize aſked the 
Sire, here are three 
knaves, who came yeſterday to conſume my pro- T 
viſions ; and now that I aſk them for my due, 


cauſe of the quarrel. 


they have the inſolence to mock me. But, by all 
that's ſacred, they ſhall not get off in that manner, 
and before they go out. Softly, ſoſtly, maſter 
Nicholas,“ ſaid the churchman ; . © theſe poor men 


have not wherewithal to pay you; and in that 4 
_ caſe they deſerve rather your pity than your reſent- 
How much does their bill amount to? - 
„Ten pence.” —< What! is it for fo paltry a 


ment. 


ſum that you raiſe all this diſturbance ? Come, 


make yourſelves eaſy; I will take it upon myſelf. 


And, for my part, what am I to pay you ?”—PFive 


pence, Sir..“ That's enough. I ſhall pay you | 
fifteen. pence ; now let theſe unfortunate men go, 


and know that to harraſs the ou is a lin of: Fn: 
| firſt magnitude,” 
The blind men, who were « wed at the ap- 


prehenſion of the baſtinado, made their eſcape 
with all poſſible haſte ; 1 ; while Nicholas, who had 
reckoned 
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reckoned on loſing his ten pence, being del ghtec 
to find a perſon to pay it, launched out into ch. 
moſt flattering encomiums on the churchman. 


"8 What a good man,” cried he! That is the 


kind of prieſts we ſhould have; and then they 


would be reſpected. But unfortunately, there are 


but few ſuch! Be aſſured, Sir, ſo handſome an 
action will not go unrewarded. You will proſ- 
per in the world, take my word for it ; 3 and will 
nd the good effects of your generoſity. © 
All that the crafty traveller had been ſaying to 


his hoſt, was but a freſh piece of roguery on his 
part; for in luring the inn-keeper with ſuch oſten- 
tation of generoſiy, he only meant to trick him as 


he had already done the beggars. 


Juſt at that moment the pariſh bell was ringing 
to prayers. He aſked who was to perform the 
ſervice; they told him, it was their parſon. « As 


he is your paſtor, Maſter Nicholas,” he further 


faid, © you are moſt probably acquainted with 
him?” ©« Yes, Sir.” —< And if he would engage 


to pay the fifteen pence that I owe you, would not 


| you acknowledge us quit 3 cc Un doubte diy, Sir, 
if it were thirty and you deſired it.“ Well then 


come along with me to the church, and we will 
ſpeak to him.“ They went out together; but firſt 
the eccleſiaſtic directed his valet to faddle the 
horſes, and to keep them i in as. 
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The prieft, as they entered the church, had 
juſt put on his ſacerdotal habit, and was going to 
read prayers. This will keep us very long,“ 
ſaid the traveller to his hoſt; © TI have not time to, 
wait, but muſt proceed immediately upon my 
journey. It will ſatisfy you, I ſhould imagine, to 
have the parſon's word for the money oa Nicholas 
having nodded alſent, the other went up to the 

parſon, and dexterouſſy ſlipping into his hand 
twelve deniers, ſaid: « Sir, you will pardon my 
coming ſo near the pulpit to ſpeak to you; but 
much ceremony need not be obſerved between 
perſons of the ſame condition. I am travelling 
through your town, and lodged laſt night at one 
of your pariſhioner's, whom in all probability you 
know, and whom you may now ſee hard by, He 
is a well-meaning man, honeſt, and entirely ex- 
empt from vice; but unfortunately his head is not 
ſo ſound as his heart; his brain is ſomewhat crack 
ed: laſt night one of his fits of madneſs prevented 
us all from ſleeping. He is a good deal better, 
thank God, this morning; nevertheleſs, as his 
his head is Rill affected, and full of religion, he 
begged we would conduct him to church, and that 
he might hear you ſay a prayer; that the Lord 
may in his goodneſs reſtore him to perfect health.” 

—« Moſt chearfully,” anſwered the parſon. He 
then turned to his bariſbioner and ſaid to him: 


Friend 


— ——— 
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«Friend, wait till I have done the ſervice, when 
TI take care that you ſhall have what you deſire.“ 
Nicholas, who thought this an ample aſſurance 


of what he went for, ſaid no more; but at- 


tended the traveller back to his inn, wiſhed him a 


good journey ; and then returned to the- church to 
receive his payment from the parſon. | 


The latter, as ſoon as he had performed the | 


ſervice, came with his ſtole and book towards the 


inn-keeper : © Friend,” ſaid he, © go down upon 


your knees. The other, ſurpriſed at this pre- 


amble, obſerved, that there was no occaſion for 
ſuch ceremony in receiving fifteen pence. Truly, 
they are not miſtaken, ſaid the parſon to him- 
ſelf; « this man can not be in his right ſenſes.” 
Then aſſuming a tone of ſoft inſinuation, „ Come, 
my good friend,” faid he, © place your truſt in 
God; he will have pity on your condition.” At 
the ſame time he puts the bible on the other's 
head and begins his prayer. Nicholas in anger 
puſhes away the book; declares he can not ſtay 
to be trifled with, gueſts being waiting for him at 


his houſe ; that he wants his fifteen. pence, and 
has no occaſion for prayers. The prieſt irritated 


at this, calls to his congregation, as they were 
going out of church, and defires them to ſeize 
the man, who was raving. “ No, no! I am 
not mad; and by St. Corneille, you ſhall not trick 

985 | me 
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me in this manner : you engaged to pay me, and 
I will not leave this place, till I get my money.” 
A Seize him, ſeize him,” cried the prieſt: They F 

| en faſtened on the poor devil; one tak- 
ing hold of his arms, another of his legs, a third 
claſping him by the middle, while a fourth exhort- 
ed him to be compoſed. He makes violent efforts 
to get out of their clutches, ſwears and foams with 
rage like one poſſeſſed; but all in vain: for the 
parſon puts the ſtole round his neck, and reads 
quickly his prayer from beginning to end, with- 
out excuſing him a ſingle word. After which, 
he ſprinkles him copiouſly with holy water, beſtows 
on him a few benedictions, and then lets him looſe. 
The unlucky wight ſaw clearly that he had 

been made a dupe. He went home, overwhelmed _ 
with ſhame and vexation; at the loſs of his fifteen 
pence ; but then he had in lieu of them got a 
prayer and benediction. 
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THE CORDELIER'S BREECHES, 


A DAME, in the city of Orleans, had an 
eccleſiaſtic for her gallant, Whenever a wo- 
man undertakes to amuſe herſelf in that man- 


ner, ſhe ſhould have a great deal of art and 


| addreſs; ſhe ſhould know how to tell a falſe- 
hood with a good grace; ſhould have an imagi- 


nation fertile in expedients; and, above all, ſhe 


ſhould have ſuch command of herſelf, as never to 
be diſconcerted. Now, ſuch was, to an exquiſite 
degree, the dame we are ſpeaking of; never 
was there a more cunning baggage, Her huſ- 
band, on the other hand, Michael, by name, and 


a trader by profeſſion, was of a very different 


character, being a plain, downright ſort of man. 

His buſineſs calling him frequently to the 
neighbouring fairs and markets, he had occaſion 
to go to that of Meun, A couſin of his, named 


William, had likewiſe ſome affairs that required 
his attendance there, and they agreed to travel 


together, The huſband had promiſed to take 
him in his road; and going early to bed, he 
deſired his wife would call him at break of day. 
She, a little pleaſed, as 28 may think, at the 


proſper 


t 

proſpect of his departure, reſolved to take the ad- 
vantage of his abſence from home, and was in 
great haſte to rid herſelf of him, Scarcely had 
he got into his firſt dream, when ſhe rouſed him 
| ſuddenly ; © Make haſte, fir, and riſe ; you have 
_ over-ſlept yourſelf, and will never get in time 
to the end of your journey.“ The good man, 
though he would fain have lain a little longer, 
and found that he wanted a few hours of his 
uſual reſt, dener, aroſe ee, and 
ſet out. 

It is quite needleſs. to een you, that the 
churchman had notice of his departure; and you 
may reſt aſſured he was upon the watch, to ſuc- 

ceed the huſband. As ſoon as the appointed ſig- 
nal was given, he flipped privately into the houſe, 
and in an inſtant received more careſſes than poor 
Michael had the luck to Ed, in the whale courſe 
of his mri ge r ee Men- 
while, the huſband had arrived at bis coulin's 

door. He knocked again and again, to awake 
his intended fellow-traveller ; cried out to him 
by name, and curſed him heartily, within himſelf, 
for making him wait in that manner. Why, 
ſurely you are mad,“ faid his couſin, from the 
window, © to begin your journey at ſuch an 
hour. What, are you dreaming, friend? it is 


not yet midnight,” 6 Not midnight?“ ſaid the 
1 other; J 


WO. 

other; “ and my wife told me it was fo late, 
that we ſhould not be able to arrive in time.“ 
« Your wife was making ſport of you, couſin, 
believe me; go to bed again, and repoſe yourſelf 
quietly for a few hours longer.” | 
Michael then returned home, and called to have 
the door opened to him. « Heavens! it 1s my 
| huſband!” cried the dame; © get out quickly, and 
hide yourſelf in ſome corner; I will afterwards 
contrive your eſcape.” The gallant, in haſte, 
| bundled up his clothes, and took refuge in an 
_ adjoinisg chamber; but, in the dark, did not 
perceive that he had left his breeches behind 
bim. The huſband was all impatience at the 
door, and kept knocking with his whole force. 
The maid- ſervant at Laſt awoke at the noiſe, and 
went to open the door. 

The wife, on his coming in, "pretended to be 
faſt aſleep, and he, unwilling to diſturb her, un- 
dreſſed himſelf quietly, and lay down. She then 
_ pretended to awake in a dreadful fright, and, jump- 
ing out of bed, began crying out for help, like 
a mad woman. In vain did the huſband endea- 
your to pacify her, aſſuring her that it was only 
he. Who are you?“ ſaid ſhe, I know none 
here but my huſband, and he is, at preſent, on the 
road: you are a-villain, and have wicked deſigns 
on me. Know that I am a modeſt woman, 5 

i 
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if you do not leave me inſtantly, I ſhall alarm 
all the neighbours.” Michael, on hearing this, 
was tranſported with joy. © Yes!”—faid he, 
with triumphant ſatisfaction—“ yes! I ſee clear- 
ly you are a woman of virtue; and the more J 
know you, the ſtronger is my affection But my 
good wife, you rouſed me rather too ſoon; it is 
not yet midnight, and I am come back, to take 
my reſt a little longer.“ 

She anſwered, with an engaging ſoftneſs 
« Ah! ſir, pardon my wildneſs; I ought to have 
| known your voice, as no other man's Is fami- 
liar to me; but I did not expect you, and: I was 
really ſo alarmed to find one by my fide.” ,. . 
on which ſhe approached to embrace TOR Ie; is 


impoſſible to deſcribe the fondneſs of the ſimple = 


huſband, or to give an account of their careſſes. 
He at length, however, fell aſleep, and continued 
ſo till the morning rounds announced the day, 
when he awoke, and got up to take his depar- 
ture; but, being obliged to feel for his clothes, 


he made a curious miſtake; for he took the 


monk's breeches without Fein it, and went 

away. 

The other, who, by his departure, found him- 

{elf at liberty to withdraw, and feared, if he ſhould 

' ſtay longer, to be perceived in his retreat by his 

neighbouts, came to take leave of the dame; and 
8 alter 
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after a tender firowelt, ſearched about for his 
breeches. What is this J ſee,” cried he, & all 
is loſt ! we are diſcovered, for here are your 
huſband's breeches.” The wife, at this intel- 
ligence, was at firſt in great conſternation; but 
a moment's reflection reſtored her to herſelf; 
and ſhe aſſured her lover, that he might make 
his mind eaſy reſpecting the event. She only 
deſired him to give her what he had at his 
girdle; then fetched him other breeches, em- 
braced him affectionately, and ſent him away, 
Soon after ſhe repaired to the monaſtery of 
the Franciſcans, and, with an appearance of can- 
dour and ingenuous modeſty, that might have 
impoſed on the moſt knowing, told the monk, 
who had the charge of the gate, that, having 
been ſome years married, and notwithſtanding her 
ardent wiſhes—not having hitherto had children— 
ſhe had been aſſured, that by a peculiar gift of 
Heaven, the breeches of their holy order were 
'endowed with the virtue of rendering her preg- 
nant, if a pair of them were placed only for a 
ſingle night at the head of her bed: ſhe had, in 
_ conſequence, come to beg the monk, that either 
; he, or one of the worthy brethren, would, for cha- 
rity fake, lend her a pair. This requeſt, in ſpite 
of the ſerious air with which ſhe made it, ap- 


peared lo ludicrous to the eccleſiaſtic, that he 
imagines 
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imagined the was laughing at him. thee, 
on the application of a ſmall ſum of money, he 
ſuffered himſelf to be perſuaded, and \ went . for A 
pair of his own breeches. 
Meanwhile Michael was at Meun, and was but 
ly employed there in driving his bargains. The 
market being over, he went to dine, in company 
with other traders and merchants of his ac- 
quaintance; but the misfortune was, that when 
the accounts were to be ſettled, and Michael 
ſought his purſe for that purpoſe, he could dif- 
cover nothing at his girdle but an ink-horn, in 
which he found a pen-knife, a quiil, and a piece 
of parchment. He fell, on this diſcovery, into an 
ungovernable fury. An hundred times over did 
he call his wife afi abandoned ſtrumpet, and re- 
turned in haſte to Orleans, to have his revenge. 
As he entered his houſe, with eyes full of fury, 
80,“ ſaid he, & my very ſcrupulous and chaſte | 
wife, you are not at a loſs to know the reaſon of 
my returning ſo quickly.” She did not appear at 
all terrified at this addreſs, but anſwered, with a 
ſmile; « O, I ſuſpect what it is; but ſince you 
have made ſo curious a blunder as to take them 
with you to Meun, I beg you will take the trou- 
dle of carrying them to the Cordeliers,” Then 
ſhe recounted to him the ſtory ſhe had fabricated, 
her extreme deſire to have a child, and the cauſe 
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of her veneration for the breeches of the order of 
St. Francis; in ſhort, all that ſhe had before ſaid 
to the Monk at the convent. ER, 
Michael's firſt idea was to place no reliance on 
this improbable apology, framed evidently for the 
purpoſe, He thought it would be a maſter- ſtroke 


of policy, to detect the whole ſtory, by going in- 


ſtantly to the convent, and enquiring into the fact. 
It is eaſy to conceive what happened. The monk, 
who was firſt deceived, acknowledged that a 
woman of creditable appearance, dreſſed in ſuch 
and ſuch manner, with much ſeeming devotion to- 
wards St. Francis and his holy order, had come 
5 with faith to require a pair of breeches from one 
of the fathers, and that he, unworthy as he was, 
had lent her a pair of his. © Ah! brother,” 
_ cried the huſband, © what happy information you 
have given me; but for you it had been all over 
with my wife; I ſhould have killed her.” 
He returned home then full of raptures ; made 
a thouſand apologies to his wife for the ſuſpicions 
he had raſhly conceived, and promiſed, by his at- 
tention and good treatment, to make her forget 


his unjuſt anger. 


Poſſeſſed then of the entire ; confi of her 
huſband, ſhe enjoyed for! a long t time the liberty 
it proc ured her. | 
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She went and came; viſited abroad, or ſaw at 
home, whomſoever ſhe thought proper; whilſt 
the outwitted huſband never imagined, 'that he 
bad any reaſon to complain of her conduct, 
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. .TIE PHYSICIAN OF BRAT. 


T N former times a labouring man, by means of 
_ parſimony and hard work, had contrived to ſcrape 
together a ſmall property. Beſides plenty of corn 
and wine, with ſome well-hoarded filver, he had 
in his ſtable four horſes and eight oxen, Not- 


withſtanding this comfortable proviſion, he had 


not turned his thoughts to matrimony. His friends 
and neighbours often upbraided him on that head; 
but his excuſe was, that if he could fall in with a 
woman to his liking, he would add a wife to the 
appendages of his houſhold; but that till then he 
| ſhould beg leave to 2 it. They, on their 
part, engaged to bring him the very beſt that could 
be found; and accordingly oY ſet on foot their 
enquiries, | 
At ſome diſtance lived an old knight, extreme- 
ly poor, who was now become a widower, and had 
a well-educated and handſome daughter. The 
damſel was ripe for marriage; but as the father 
could give her nothing, ſhe was in danger of 
loſing her market. At length the friends of our 
country boor, having demanded her in his name, 
the father readily aſſented; and the daughter, who 
. N 3 „ 
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dad prudence, and durſt not offend her parent, 
found herſelf, though with reluctance, under the 
neceſſity of complying. The clown, flattered 
with the alliance, had the contract immediately : 
concluded, and the marriage cclebrated as an, 


as could be. 


But it was no ſooner accompliſhed, tha it. - 
agreeable and vexatious reflections took poſſeſſion 
of his mind, when he conſidered how unfit a 
knight's daughter was for one of his profeſſion. 
Whilſt he ſhould be out of doors, attending his 
affairs, either with the cart, the plow, or at any 
other labour, what was to become of his wife, 
vhoſe education had not enabled her to ſet about 
any uſeful work, and whoſe condition would oblige 
ber to ſtay at home? The parſon, with whom 
every day is Sunday, will not fail, thought he, of 
being aſſiduous in his attendance, to prevent her 
feeling the inconvenience of ſolitude: he will 
come one day, and return again the next; and then 
good bye to the huſband's honour. What is to 
be thought of then, ſince the marriage cannot be 
undone? Suppoſe,” faid he to himſelf, «I were 
to beat her before I went out in the morning, ſhe 
would then cry all day; and, while occupied in 
that manner, ſhe certainly would not be inclined. 
to liſten, or give encouragement to gallants. On 
my return at night, we ſhall be reconciled on my 
M 3 - ng 
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; ine pardon and I ſurely know the ** methad | 


to obtain it.“ | 

His mind fully engaged with this fine plan, he 
aſked for his breakfaſt. After the repaſt, he went 
up to the lady, and with his hard, clumſy fiſt, 


gave her fo ſmart a blow upon the cheek, that the 
| impreflion of his four fingers was left upon it; but 


chat was not all: as if ſhe had been guilty of ſome | 
egregious failure in her duty, he repeated his blow 


ſeveral times, and then went out into the fields, 


The unfortunate wife began to weep, and to give 


herſelf up to affliction. Why would my father 
make me a facrifice to this brute? Were we 
then in want of bread? and why was I ſhort- 
ſighted enough to conſent to the marriage? Alas! 
if my poor mother had been alive, I ſhould not 
have been doomed to this wretchedneſs. What 


will become of me?” She was ſo diſtra& ted, that 


| the would not admit of conſolation ; and, as the 


huſband had anticipated, paſſed the whole day i in 


tears. 


When he came in at night, bis firſt care was 


do endeavour to appeaſe her. It was the devil, he 
ſaid, that tempted: him. He vowed never again 
to lay hands upon her, threw himſelf at her feet, 
F and with ſuch 
don, that the wife promiſed to forget all. They 


earance of contrition craved par- 


accordingly made their peace, and ſupped together 
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in a friendly manner. But the boor, ſeeing how 
well his ſtratagem had ſucceeded, reſolved on a re- 
petition of it. Ihe next morning then at riſing, 
he found pretence to quarrel again with his ike, 
ſtruck her and went out, as he had done the day 
before. She thought herſelf now for a certainty 
condemned to ſuffer without reſource, and g gave 
herſelf up to her ſorrows. 
Whilſt ſhe was thus indulging her affliction, 
two king's meſſengers came to the door, mounted 
on white horſes. They ſaluted her in the name 
of the monarch ; and aſked her for ſome refreſh- 
ment, as they were ready to expire with hunger. 
She immediately prepared for them what ſhe had in 
the houſe, and aſked whither they were going 5 
equipped in that manner. We do not exactly 
know,” ſaid they; © but are in queſt of ſome able 
phyſician ; and will croſs over to England, if we 
cannot otherwiſe find one. The king's daughter 
is in great danger. About eight days ago, as ſhe 
was cating fiſh, a bone ſtuck in her throat. All 
the attempts that have been ſince made to relieve 
ner, and extricate the bone, have been ineffectual. 
HShe can neither ſleep nor eat ; and ſuffers the 8 5 
intolerable anguiſh, His majeſty, who is won 
_ dcrfully affl icted on the occaſion, diſpatched us to 
bring ſome one that is able to cure his daughter; 
If he mould loſe her, he wil die with grief. — 
AM 4 * Go. 
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Go no further,” anſwered the lady: & have a 
man for your purpoſe ; an extraordinary phyſician, 
whoſe ſkill exceeds that of Hippocrates.” —< Q 
heavens ! is it poſſible? or do you mean only to 


amuſe us ??—© No; I tell you the real truth. 
But the phyſician I am ſpeaking of has a peculiar _ 
| whim of his own; he is ſo perverſe that he will not 


_ exert his talent, until he is ſoundly beaten,” — 
«Oh! if that be all, we'll take care that he ſhall 


not want a handſome drubbing. He is in yu 


hands. Only let us know where he reſides.” 


The wife then directed them to the Held, in 
which her huſband was at work, and cautioned 


them particularly not to forget what ſhe had told 


them reſpecting his ſtrange perverſeneſs, and the 
method of curing it. They thanked her, and 
each providing himſelf with a ſtick, they ſpurred 

their horſes up towards the countryman; whom 


they addreſſed in the King's name, deſiring him 
to follow them. © For what purpoſe,” he enquir- 


ed. To cure his daughter. We have been in- 
formed of your ſkill in phyſic, and are come to or- 
der you to court in his name.“ The clown re- 
plied, that he was a tolerably good labourer, and 
chat if his majeſty wanted any thing done in that 
Way, he ſhould be happy to offer him his ſervice 

but as for medicine, he proteſted that he knew _ 
| king of it, „I fee youth,” ſaid one of the 

horſemen 
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hotſemen to his companion, “that he wants a 

beating, and that civil words will have no effect 
with him.” They inſtantly then diſmounted from 5 

their horſes, and belaboured him in ſuch a manner, 

as if they ſtrove which ſhould do it better than the 


| other, At firſt he was going to remonſtrate againſt 


the injuſtice of their treatment; but he found rea- 
ſoning would not do againſt the argument of ſupe- 
rior force; ſo that he was conſtrained to ſubmit, 
and to promiſe an implicit obedience to whatever 
they might require. They ordered him then to | 
get upon one of the mares that drew his cart, and 
thus opnducted him to the king. F 
The monarch was in the greateſt EY on 
account of his daughter's condition. The return 
of the two meſſengers reſtored in ſome degree his 
hopes: and they were inſtantly ordered in, to ac- | 
quaint him with the ſucceſs of their reſearches, 
Theſe men, after an extravagant encomium on 
the wonderful and whimſical man, whom they had 
brought with them, informed the king of all the 
particulars of their adventure. © I never,” faid 
the prince, © heard of ſo extraordinary a phyſician : 
but if it is his humour, and he likes a beating, if 
nothing elſe will induce him to cure my daughters 
e en let it be ſo. 
He immediately ordered down the Nine and 
defiring the A countryman to approach, told him 5 
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a there was the patient whom TW was to cure. The 


poor devil fell upon his knees, crying out for mer- 


cy, and ſwearing by all the ſaints in heaven, that 
he knew nothing, not a ſingle word of phyſic, 
All the anſwer the monarch made, was a ſignal to 
two robuſt ſerjeants, who were there in readineſs, 
_ Theſe men, with good ſticks, poured upon his | 
ſhoulders ſuch a heavy ſhower of blows, that he 
ſoon cried out, Mercy, mercy! I will cure 
her.“ 


The young princeſs was brought before him, | 


pale and almoſt expiring ; ſhe opened her mouth 


and with her finger pointed out the feat and cauſe 
of her anguiſh, He conſidered within himſelf how | 


it were poſſible to effect the cure; for he ſaw 


clearly that there was no retracting, and that he 
had only the choice of the alternative, either to 


accompliſh the remedy, or ſubmit to be beaten to 
death, © The evil extends no farther than the 


throat,” ſaid he to himſelf; no if I could but con- 


trive to make her laugh, perhaps ſhe would tnrow 


out the ſplinter,” This truck him as a feaſible 
_ expedient : he requeſted therefore of the king 
that a large fire might be made in the audience 
chamber, and that the princeſs and he might be 


left alone together for a few minutes, 
"This being done agreeably to his wiſhes, and 


none in the roo: m beſide the princeſs and himnſclh 


Se 5 he 
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: he throws of his clothes and lies down before the ; 
fre; then with his long, iharp nails begins to 
ſcratch and curry his hide, making at the ſame | 
ume ſuch contortions and grimaces, that the prin- 


ceſs, in ſpite of all her pain could not contain her- 
{clf, but at once broke out into a burſt of laughter. 


The ſudden efforts of nature threw out the bone. 
Nhe countryman took it up, and ran to the door, 
crying out to the king, © here it is, Sire, here it 
is - You reſtore me to life,” ſaid the over- 
joyed monarch z and in recompence promiſed him 
ſome clothes and robes. The countryman thank- 


ed him; but required nothing except permiſſion to 


go home, where his family affairs called for his 
return. In vain did the king offer him his royal 
protection, and the appointment of his phyſician; 
he perſiſted in the refuſal, and urged, that it was 
abſolutely neceſſary for him to return home; for 
when he came away there was no bread in the 


houſe, and corn was wanted at the mill. 
But when on a ſignal made by the king, the 
two ſerjeants re-commenced the diſcipline they 


had before inflicted © when he felt the blows, he 
implored mercy and: forbearance, and promiſed. to 


continue there all his life, if they required it. He 


was then conducted into an adjoining chamber, 
Where after they had ſtripped off his ruſtic habit, 
and f | ſhaved and thorn him, be was dxeſſed in a rich 
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| ſearlet robe. During all this, he thought of no- 
thing but the means of making his eſcape ; and he 
| reckoned, that it being difficult for them always to 
keep eyes upon him, he thould ſoon find an op- 
portunity. 

In the mean time, the cxtracedinary cure he 
had operated was reported abroad; and at the 
news above eighty diſeaſed perſons, in hopes of 

the ſame relief, had flocked to the palace, and en- 
treated the good offices of the ſovereign with his 
phyſician in their favour. The king ſending for 
him, ſaid: «Friend, I commend theſe poor people 
to your care; cure them immediately, that I may 
| fend them to their ſeveral homes. Sire,” an- 
ſwered the countryman, “ unleſs God will take 
them in hand We 155 me, it is impoſſible; they 
are too numerous. Let the ſerjeants be ſent 
for, exclaimed the prince. At the ſight of theſe 
executioners, the unfortunate boor again apolo- 
gized, and promiſed to Cure all in the ana down 
to the very ſcullions. 
He requeſted then that the kinw and all his at- 
tendants, who were in good health, would leave 
him in the audience chamber with his-patients. 
When the monarch and his ſuite had retired, he 
ranged the ſick people all round the hearth, where 
he os made a rouſing fire, and addreſſed them 
_ thus; « My friends, it is no trifing job to reſtore 
_ health 
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death to ſo many afflicted perſons, and above all 
ſo expeditiouſly as you require it. I know only of 


one method; it ĩs to ſingle out the patient that is 
in the worſt condition, to throw him into the fire, 
and then to make up hie oſhes into powders, to be 
ſwallowed by the reſt. The remedy is a rough 
one, I allow; but it is certain, and I will anſwer 
with my life for its efficacy.“ At theſe words of 


the phyſician, they looked round at each other, as 


if to examine their reſpective conditions; but in 
the whole company there was not one, whether 
hectic, or dropſical, that for the world would aC= 


knowledge his complaint dangerous. 


Th he doctor then addreſſed himſelf to the nearelt 
an the circle ; * you appear to me very pale and 
languid; I imagine you are in the worſt way.“ 
Who, I, Sir?“ anſwered the other, “ not at all; 
[ feel myſelf at this moment greatly relieved, and 
indeed was never better in the courſe of my life.” 
.— How's this, impoſtor ! you are in good health ! 


Then what buſineſs had you here?“ When in- 


ſtantly the patient flies to the door and makes his 

_ eſcape. The king was without waiting the iſſue, 

and reſolved to have the doctor once more cudgel- 

led, unleſs he acquitted himſelf well without it. 

Seeing a ſick man come out, © are you cured ?” 

ſaid he,—« Yes, Sire.” A moment after another 

appears — And ” Pio 0 And 1 alſo.” —In 75 
ſhort, | 
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there was not one perſon, whether young or old, 
married or ſingle, that would agree.to be made 
into powders; fo that all went out nen 
they were cured. | 
The king charmed with his ſkill came in to con- 
gratulate the doctor; and declared himſelf loſt in 
wonder at the miracle that had been worked in ſo 
ſhort a time. „ Sire,” anſwered the countryman, 
] am poſſeſſed of a ſecret charm of unparalleled 
virtues, by means of which I effect my cures,” 
FThe monarch loaded him with preſents z gave him 
ſilver and Horſes; aſſured him of his friendſhip, 
and permitted him to return home to his wife; 
but on condition, that in caſe his advice was 
wanted, he ſhould return without obliging them to 
cucdgel him, The boor then took leave of the 
king. When he got home he had no further oc- 
caſion to labour, never thought again of beating 
his wife; but loved her, and was beloved by her. 
Thus, in dubbing him phyſician, ſhe made his f for- 
tune without nen it. | 
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